
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

October 2014 Newsletter 
 

Worship Services 
 9:00 AM, Sundays 

 5:30 PM, Wednesdays 
 Holy Communion at all services.  

    



Volunteers needed.   
Please contact Donna Oliva at 377-1368 

Thank you very much in advance.   



 

    
 
     

Dear Trinity Friends and Members, 
 
Salaam Allaykum!  (Peaceful greetings!), 
 
I greet you with this blessing because I want to share with you something of a 
remarkable happening in the Holy Land; in particular, Palestine.  We hear so 
much about the unrest and violence in that part of the world and so many negative 
things about Arabs, that I am moved to share something truly special. 
 
Christmas Lutheran Church, in the heart of Bethlehem’s Old City, is a tiny congre-
gation of about 250 members that, under the leadership of Pastor Mitri Raheb, 
has built a true cultural jewel.  The Diyar Consortium is a cultural center providing 
educational and trade opportunities especially for women.  The International Cen-
ter building houses a space for community and international Conferences and the 
performing arts, a guest house for visitors, a gallery area for displaying artistic 
works, a gift shop featuring the works of young artists and jewelry crafts, and a 
guest house for up to 28 visitors.  Beyond the International Center is the Dar al-
Kalima School (grades k-12) and Health and Wellness Center that also features a 
swimming pool that is open to the public.  And just a few years ago, the Dar al-
Kalima University opened for further educational opportunities.  The cultural, edu-
cational and health benefits of this consortium reaches deeply into the lives of the 
Palestinian community. 
 
I mention all of this for two reasons.  One: Often in our media we hear the words 
Palestinian and terrorist as though the two automatically go together.  The reality 
is that the vast majority of Palestinians are gracious, kind, peace-loving people 
who welcome guests to their country and homes and, like us, simply want an op-
portunity to learn a skill, work, play, raise a family and live in peace and security. 
 
And, two:  The Diyar Civic Cultural Network Consortium has recently been named 
as a finalist for the 2014 Nelson Mandela-Graca Machel Innovation Award.  This 
is an international recognition for excellence in promoting cultural programs and 
opportunities for women, youth and communities.  This is a prestigious award and 
recognition; and the Diyar Consortium was chosen as one of six finalists from over 
1100 entries worldwide.  A short video describing Diyar and its mission and activi-
ties is on the internet.  Look it up at:  www.youtube.com/watch?v+QugZJExdqiE  
 
 

     (continued on next page) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v+QugZJExdqiE


Trinity’s Mission Statement 
 

We are a fellowship of believers in Christ, sustained by God’s Word, 
led by the Holy Spirit and committed to God’s vision of caring. 

Church Clean-Up Days 
 

Wednesday, October 1 & Thursday, October 2 
1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 
Volunteers are needed to help clean the inside of the 
church.  Come spend an hour or the entire day.  We can 
use whatever help you can give us.  If you are unable to 
clean, please bring some food for the workers.  This is 
open to all ages.  It would be a great project to do as a family. 
 

Please bring buckets, scrub rags and rubber gloves.   
 

I am particularly excited about this award because the Guest House at the 
International Center is where we stay when I take groups to the Holy 
Land.  The International Center is where I did my sabbatical some 13 
years ago now.  And several people whom I met there and still work at the 
Center, School or University, have been good friends over the years.  We 
remain in contact via email and other means.  And, of course, they are 
Arabs … fellow Lutheran Christians … and some Muslims.  Lovers of 
peace. 
 
Remember them in your prayers. 
 
Joy & Peace, 
 
s/ Pastor Curtis Zieske 



Music Appreciation  
Sunday, October 12 

10:30 a.m., Trinity Hall 
 
Thank you to all who take part in our music ministry:  Nancy Halvorsen, Mu-
sic Director; Soloists, Cantors, Gospel Singers, Trinity Choir, Accompanists, 
Chime Choir, Dave McPherson on trumpet, Trinity Youth and Family Faith 
Formation, and all who help lead music on Sunday morning. 

 

Trinity Fellowship 
(This is Trinity’s Senior group that welcomes everyone.) 

 

Please keep Wednesday, October 22 at 12:00 p.m. open for another fun  
fellowship gathering.  Greg Andersen will provide a catered meal. The program 
“Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design”,  will be about how to  
prevent break-ins to your home.  It will be presented by Trinity member officer 
Jason Taylor.  Make your reservation by calling the church office, 373-2466, 
Pastor Marcia Hall, 373-6318, or Pat Hanson, 373-7721, by Monday, Oct. 20. 

Children's Vision International is coming to Trinity 
 

On any given night, in the streets of Bogotá, Colombia, there are approximately 
13,000 children without a home and most have no one to care for them. Some 
call them the generation of invisible children. They have no name and no nation-
ality. They have never been legally registered. To some, they do not exist.  
Children's Vision International has heard their cry and answers the need by 
providing a safe, loving home to these children. With the help of mission teams 
and generous donations, they are giving new life and hope to the children of 
Bogotá and beyond. 
 

Please mark your calendar for Sunday, October 19, 2014.  Come and hear  
Jeanene Thicke/Sanderson talk about the new and exciting things happening at 
Children’s Vision!  Come and learn about their vision and hope for the future! 
A love offering will be taken to help support Children’s Vision International. 
 

s/Lyle Hinz 



Bubble Blast at Good Earth Village 
3rd to 8th Grade Students 
 

Friday, October 24 to Saturday, October 25 
 

Cost is $25.00 per student 
 

There is a sign-up sheet at the Opportunity Table 

Sunday, October 19  
after Worship Service  

Trinity Hall  
 

Scrambled eggs, biscuits and gravy, Greg's french 
toast, sausage, milk and orange juice. 

Sunday, October 26 
(Reformation Sunday) 

 
Halie Anderson, Heather Gilbertson, Seth Gilster,  
Adam Nelson and Ethan Peek will be confirmed. 

 
Confirmation is an intentional program of discipleship in 
our Lutheran tradition.  Upon completion of a disciplined 
study the student makes affirmation of their faith begun 

in baptism. 

Family Faith Formation Classes 

Sundays, 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Precious 3 to Adult Bible Study  
 

Welcome donuts are served at the south entrance starting at  

10:00 a.m.  If you would like to help with the donuts, there is a  

sign-up sheet at the opportunity table.   

 



A Note from Sister Shana 
 

Go in peace, to serve the Lord…” I’m willing to hazard a guess that we hear some 
version of this at the end of most worship services. Maybe we respond with the req-
uisite “Thanks be to God” without a second thought as we gather up our belongings, 
as we corral crayons back into busy bags, as we retrieve bulletins from between the 
pages of hymnals, as we lift purses and diaper bags onto shoulders. It is the signal 
that the worship is over and we are heading out into the world. 
 

The three congregations of the Family Faith Formation Coalition are making an 
active commitment to live out these words that send us out from our worship ser-
vices. I have been called to coordinate the actions of this commitment, to channel 
this understanding of our call to service into concrete connections with the needs of 
the community around us. And within this framework of service—this fundamental 
call that we receive as followers of Christ—I am called to help in the faith develop-
ment of the entire membership of the three congregations. 
I think that we learn best when we are given the opportunity to help someone else. 
By coaching, a basketball player learns the fundamentals and the strategy of the 
game better in order to teach it to the rest of the team. A high school math student 
gains a more solid understanding of algebra by tutoring a younger student. A car-
penter fine tunes his skills by taking on an apprentice and having to explain the con-
struction a piece of furniture. The same happens with our faith. 
 

When we are given an opportunity to help another, we grow in our faith. When we 
are given the chance to mentor a confirmation student, we learn more about our 
own faith and our relationship with God and with our neighbor, as well as helping 
that student to grow in her faith. When we serve in the community, working at a 
food drive or volunteering to tutor newly arrived immigrants in English, we are meet-
ing the needs of the community as our own faith is shaped and deepened. 
 

We are called to be people of service. We are called to meet the needs of our 
neighbors in the world around us. It is in this venue, in our daily lives, that our faith 
shapes and develops. Faith does not emerge, fully formed, on your confirmation 
day, never-changing, static until you die. For our entire lives, we learn, grow, live in 
our faith. And that learning, growing, living happens best as we serve others as we 
are called to do. 
So, my words to you, people of the Family Faith Formation Coalition, in this first 
newsletter article (of many, I hope!) are: Go in peace, serve the Lord. I’m so excited 
to go out into the world with you! 
    Your Sister in Christ, 

  Sister Shana Williams, Deaconess, ELCA 

  Family Faith Formation Coordinator 



Trinity Lutheran Church Women 
Bev Jackson Cotter and Barb Larson 

 
“She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands 

to the needy.” 
 

                                            Proverbs 31:20 
 

It seems that we open every letter with lots of Thank Yous, but without people to 
thank we would be in tough shape.  In September Barb Larson, Elaine Porter 
and Marlys Webber chaired Mission Days and Marlys Jensen and Bev Twito 
chaired Lefse Making.  Both of these events are vital to the mission of the 
TLCW and Trinity Church.  A very special thanks to you and to everyone who 
helped to make the activities successful!   
 

We’re looking forward to the fun and adventure of the Soup & Pie/Dessert 
Lunch and Supper and want everyone involved to know how much they are 
appreciated.  Donna Oliva, Joy Johnson and Greg Andersen have already put 
hours of preparation and planning into this fun day. 
 

The TLCW Board has begun work on the booklet for 2015 and there are some 
changes taking place.  Virginia Plantage has asked to be replaced as Mission 
Action Secretary and Pat Hanson is retiring as TLCW event photographer and 
Prayer Chain computer contact person.  Both of these women have put hours 
(better say years) into these services and deserve a break.  Can you help us 
out?  Please call Barb Larson at 373-0870 or Bev Jackson Cotter at 373-4748 
to volunteer.  Thank You! 
 

Also, please check your booklet and make sure your information is correct.  If 
you would like any changes made, call Phyllis Tavis at 373-3069.  Thanks 
again. 
 

Please keep Erna Berthelsen in your prayers.  Over the years she has served in 
many positions in the TLCW and continues to help out as our mentor and guide.  
We wish her a speedy recovery. 

If there were no Trinity Lutheran Church Women… 
 

4.   Who would provide the fabrics and filler blankets and sheets and sew the 
quilts that are given to the local Salvation Army and sent to Lutheran World 
Relief? 
5.  Who would assemble the health kits and sewing kits? 
6.  Who would knit sweaters and caps or sew layettes or provide school kits? 



  LEFSE-MAKING DAYS 
 

 

Mon., Sept. 29, 2:00 PM  Potatoes are peeled for lefse.   
 Volunteers are needed to peel, rice potatoes, and mix batches. 
 

Tues., Sept 30, 8:00 AM  Lefse is made. 
 Volunteers are needed to make lefse balls, distribute flour to the rollers, roll 

and turn lefse.  As many rollers as possible are needed. 
 
 
 
 

To help, call Marlys Jensen, 377-3957. 

 

Lois Circle will serve lunch to all volunteers.   

Co-chairmen:     Marlys Jensen and Bev Twito 
 

Lefse made will be sold at the “Soup ‘N Dessert Event”   

DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
Wed. Oct. 1, 9 a.m.                 Sewing Day 
Tues. Oct. 7, 4 p.m.   Bible Study Leaders Bible Study 
Wed. Oct. 8, 9 a.m.                     Decoration & Preparation for Soup & Pie 
Thurs. Oct. 9, all day                      Soup & Pie/Dessert Day 
Mon. Oct. 13, 9 a.m.                 TLCW Board 
Tues. Oct. 14, 7 p.m.                      Mary Circle 
Wed. Oct. 15, 9:30 a.m.                  Deborah and Elizabeth Circles 
Wed. Oct. 15, 2:00 p.m.                  Eunice and Lois Circles 
Sun. Oct. 19                                        Escort for St. John’s Service 

Lutheran World Relief  
The Lutheran World Relief van will be at First Lutheran Church on Saturday, 
October 11.  We will be sending our quilts, school, personal care and baby kits.  
We will pack kits on Thursday, October 2 at 10:30 a.m. after Bible Study. 
 

Sewing Day - Please note date change 
Our October sewing day will be Wednesday, October 1.  
 
Thank you to everyone who donated items or money for the kits.  On September 
11, we packed 82 school kits. 
 

s/Joan Mattick 



Notes from the Council President 
 

At our Executive Committee meeting in September we discussed doing a fall 
church cleaning.  We decided that it would be appropriate to accomplish this 
prior to the Annual Soup and Pie Event so that the church building would look 
extra nice for our visitors.   
 

We are planning for the dates of Wednesday, October 1 and Thursday, Octo-
ber 2.  This will occur on both days between the times of 1:00 p.m. and 8:00 
p.m.  We invite and request all church members who are able to come to the 
church on one or both of these days to participate at least a couple of hours or 
more to make your personal impact on the appearance of our church.  You can 
make a difference!  If you have limitations that prevent you from physically 
participating, please consider coming to offer encouragement or by bringing 
some treats for those cleaning.  Some even believe that we as congregation 
members can have fun and fellowship by doing the fall cleaning as a congre-
gation.  I can understand the fellowship.   
 

Maybe if I keep an open mind and a positive attitude, I will have fun too!  Hop-
ing that we have a huge participation so that the work does not fall on few ded-
icated people.  
  

s/ Allan L. Halvorsen 

Thoughts from the Librarian--- 
 

First of all I would like to remind you of the process for check-
ing out a book.  All that needs to be done is to write your 
name and date on the card found in the back cover and put 
the card in the brown recipe box found on the desk.  When 
you return the book put it in the box also found on the desk.  It would be good if 
you would check to see if you have any books in your home that have not been 
returned. 
 

During 2014 there have been 25 new books added to the library shelves.  And, 
there are at least that many ready to be cataloged and also put on the shelves.  
There is a list on the bulletin board of the new books added in the last years.  
Most of the new books have been donated and a big thank-you is extended for 
them.  If you have suggestions for books that would be a good addition to the 
library please let me know. 
 

All books are sorted into by content and arranged by author.  Here is an oppor-
tunity for someone!  Is there someone who would be interested in leading a 
book club?  Some books would be great sources for discussion.  At this time I 
think of “The Shack” , “Heaven is for Real” for “90 Minutes in Heaven”.  Think 
about it!  Read on!                                                            Karen Nelson, Librarian 



Finance 
 

Have you noticed the youthful energy of both parents and students in 
Trinity’s education wing on Sunday mornings?  Our offerings support this 
ministry by providing materials and Bibles. However, one thing that we 
may not always think of is the physical upkeep of the building and 
grounds of our church.  
   
During the past few years we have had to do upgrades to the elevator, 
parking lot, heating, and boiler systems. We have also replaced the air 
conditioning units in Trinity and Jacobsen Halls. We are fortunate to have 
a general improvement fund to be used in these instances. This fund has 
prevented us from delaying needed capital repairs, altering the general 
operating budget, and asking for special project funds. 
 

This fund, which stood at over $25,000 two years ago is currently around 
$10,000. The finance committee feels this is the appropriate time to ask 
our congregation to help “restock” the general improvement fund. Please 
consider a special designated offering for this purpose. If each Trinity 
household gave $25, we would more than double our current amount. 
 

 As always, thank you for your support of our church. 
 

 s/Ron Petersen, Treasurer 

 



Worship and Music 
 
 

First I want to tell you about all that is coming up at Church in the month of 
October. Something extra is happening each Sunday; on the 5th Sister  
Shana will be installed at our Church, so exciting to start this new journey 
with her and the other 2 Churches. Then on the 12th we will be hosting a 
‘Musician Appreciation Coffee’ in Trinity Hall after Church with homemade 
goodies, this is our way of showing how grateful we are to have such  
talented people in our Congregation. On the 19th Jeanine Thicke will be with 
us from Children’s Vision International and she will be sharing with us dur-
ing the sermon time and also immediately following our service. If you don’t 
know a lot about her or her wonderful organization this is a great opportuni-
ty to learn about the orphanage in Bogota, Columbia and all the great 
things they do there and the her long relationship with Trinity. There is also 
a brunch that day in Trinity Hall. Then on the 26th it will be Confirmation 
Sunday, always a very special service and time, come support the  
awesome youth here at Trinity. 
 
Next, I want to ask if you have said ‘yes’ lately to any of the requests you 
might have received from someone on this committee or any other one. 
The reason I ask is that this is your Church, we are all a part of it and as 
such we are all asked to help in some way or another. God gave us all dif-
ferent talents and because of that we can all do things in our Church that 
maybe someone else can’t. Are you a good reader? We are looking for 
members to be a part of the service with reading the lessons or the prayers 
of the people. Would you like to be a part of serving Holy Communion that 
is such a unique experience, if you haven’t tried it please think about it. 
How about Altar Guild, these ladies (why only gals?) keep our Altar looking 
it’s best and set up our Communion things and do the clean up after. How 
about ushering , the guys (why only men?) are always looking for someone 
to help out, it’s a great way to meet people and serve at the same time. 
Those are just a few of the things that help is needed with, I can go on and 
on, but won’t. Please consider one or more of these. Thanks in advance! 
 
I did devotions at our last Council meeting and I spent a lot of time finding 
the one that spoke to me. It was all about Words, and how easy it is to use 
the wrong ones or the hurtful ones, but it had 3 points to help us all out.  
 

 

     (continued on next page) 



2014 CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 
 
 

President Allan Halvorsen  Vice President    Jean Pestorious   
Secretary Andrea Jensen Treasurer    Ron Petersen 
 
Family Faith Formation Team Premises 
Next Meeting:  Mon., Sept. 29 at 5:15 p.m.    
 Allan Halvorsen ............ 2016  Kelly Gleason……….2015 
* Annette Hanson ............ 2016  Carla Johnson  …….2017 
 Hanna Kingstrom  ......... 2016 * Bob Yaw…………….2016 
 Mary Ness .................... 2017  
 

Finance  Worship & Music 
Next Meeting:  Tues., Oct. 7, 4:00 pm      Next Meeting: Tues., Oct. 7,  5:30 pm  
 Kim Nelson ................... 2015    Cheryl Enderson……..2015 
* Ron Petersen ............... 2017  Gloria Fitzgerald……..2015 
 Chris Skogheim ............ 2016 * Andrea Jensen……….2015 
  
Life & Missions 
Next Meeting:  Tues., Oct. 7, 7:15 pm 
 Corwin Johnson ............ 2017  Note:  * indicates  
* Jean Pestorious ............ 2016  chair of committee 
 Cheyenne Severtson .... 2017 

 Verlaine Williams .......... 2015 
 

at a committee meeting. 

1. Encourage-use your word to lift the mood, as this is God’s frontline against 
lies. 2. Ask for wisdom-pray, be quick to listen and slow to speak asking God to 
guide you when choosing your words. 3. Speak truth and life, as Jesus is ‘the 
way, the truth and the life’ as His family and followers our speech should reflect 
this. Just wanted to share this with you. 
 
‘The tongue that brings healing is a tree of life, but a deceitful tongue crushes 
the spirit.’ Proverbs 15.4 
 
 

Our next meeting is Tues. the 7th of Oct. at 5:30, remember all are welcome. 
 

s/Andrea Jensen 



Music 

Randy Holland 

   by Fern Rockwell 
 

Office Equipment 

M. Richard Nelson 

 by Dale & Gloria Jensen 
  

Judy Jensen 
 by Florence Gilster 

 by Harold & Pat Hanson 

 by Friends & Family 
 

Kevin Webster 
 by Joan Mattick 
 

Kitchen Supplies 

M. Richard Nelson 
 by Leverne & Liz Skov 
 

Berthelsen Scholarship 

M. Richard Nelson 

 by Karen McGill 
 

Organ Repairs 

Edmund Brandt 

 by Mary Circle 
 

Margret Jacobsen 

 by Effie Neist 
 

Kevin Webster 

 by Ethmer & Marlene Wright 
 

Randy Holland 
 by Ethmer & Marlene Wright 
 

General Fund 

Judy Jensen 

 by Dick & Phyllis Tavis 
 

Kevin Webster  
 by Fern Rockwell 

Worship Appointments 

Judy Jensen 

   by Mike & Andrea Jensen 
 

Dagnie Weum 
 by Mike & Andrea Jensen 
 

Kevin Webster 

 by Mike & Andrea Jensen 
 

Randy Holland 
 by Mike & Andrea Jensen 
 

Good Earth Village  

M. Richard Nelson 

 by Friends & Family 
 

Undesignated 

Judy Jensen 

 by Alice Dugan 

 by Dennis Jensen 

 by Richard Hansen 
  

M. Richard Nelson 

 by Mary Ann Martinson 

 by  Friends & Family 
 

Sharon Parkin 

 by Rev. Omar Stuenkel 

 

Improvement Fund 

Clarence & Delona Petersen 

 by Ron Petersen 
 

Judy Jensen 
 by Ron Petersen  
 

Kevin Webster 

 by Ron Petersen 
 

Randy Holland 

 by Ron Petersen 

 

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of... 



 

Preparing for Worship 
 

 

Date 1st Reading Psalm  2nd Reading Gospel  
 
Time after Penecost-Lectionary 27 

Oct. 5 Isaiah 5 Psalm 80.  Philippians 3. Matthew 21.  
 1-7 7-15 4b-14 33-46 
 
Time after Penecost-Lectionary 28 

Oct. 12 Isaiah 25.  Psalm 23. Philippians 4. Matthew 22.  
 1-9  5  1-9 1-14 
 
Time after Penecost-Lectionary 29 

Oct. 19 Isaiah 45.  Psalm 96  1 Thessalonians 1  Matthew 22. 
 1-7  1-9 [10-13] 1-10 15-22 
 
Reformation Sunday 

Oct. 26 Jeremiah 31.  Psalm 46.  Romans 3.. John 8. 
 31-34  7  19-28 31-36 

    

From the September Records  
 

Average Worship Attendance 

September 

 Sundays - 141  

 Wednesdays - 18  

Babies born  
  

  

Those known to be hospitalized 

  Gracelyn Andersen 

   John Badje 

   Erna Berthelsen 
 

Weddings 
 Anthony Tolbers and Jennifer Moen   
 

Funerals 

 Randy Holland 

 

 

Received for local Food Pantry in August $135.00 

Received for local Food Pantry Year-to-Date $3,426.00 
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Service Ministers 

 

Ushers     
John Butler  Lowell Nielsen  

Bob Goldman  Ty Nielsen 

Gary Jacobsen  David Poole 

Darryl Meyer  Zach Rice     

 

Altar Guild To help, call Carla Johnson, 383-6735. 
 

Mary Roozenboom  Donna Oliva  Karen Nelson  

 

Flower Committee To help, call Donna Oliva, 377-1368, or Joyce Hoium 373-4196. 

October   5   Don & Eleanor Schou       

October 12   Myron & Marlys Jensen   

October 19    Barb Larson  

October 26    John & Mary Ann Petersen   

 

Communion Assistants To help, call Cheryl Enderson, 373-4828. 

October   5       Allan Halvorsen, Verlaine Williams, Jean Pestorious   

October 12   Jan Drews, Lyle Hinz, Erna Berthelsen   

October 19      Mike & Andrea Jensen, Gloria Fitzgerald   

October 26     Jan Drews, Lyle Hinz, Gloria Fitzgerald 

 

Greeters   To help, call Shirley Kallberg, 373-1250. 

October 5      Barb Larson & Gloria Fitzgerald, Mark & Sheila Jensen 

October 12   Clarence & Lavonne Eggers   

October 19    Bob & Pat Goldman, Tim Malepsy and Lorraine Malepsy   

October 26     Bob & Pat Goldman, Andrea & Mike Jensen  

 

Acolytes  To help, call Kelly Gleason, 369-3467. 

October  5    Hannah Johnson, Riley Johnson, 5
th
 grader  

October 12  Bailey Vinge, Lily Vinge, 5
th
 grader    

October 19   Shelly Bush, Katilyn Hansen, 5
th
 grader     

October 26     Josie Venem, Jaiden Venem 5
th
 grader    

 

Nursery To help, call Mary Roozenboom, 377-1374, or Laurie Hovendick, 256-7649. 

October   5      Julie Jensen and Todd Heavner  

October 12      Heather Johnson and Valerie Taylor  

October 19      Sarah Jensen and Sheila Jensen   

October 26       Heather Johnson and Laurie Hovendick 

 

Drivers To help, call the church office, 373-2466. 

October  5      

October 12      Dave McPherson, 383-6351   

October 19    Nathan Johnson, 256-4634   

October 26    

 

 

 

 


