Trinity Lutheran Church
March 2016
Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

Surviving Adolescence – Faith Milestone for 7th Graders
and their parents. March 2nd, 9th & 16th, following the Soup
and Sandwich dinners (usually around 6:45).

Sunday, March 6th
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Menu
Scrambled Eggs
Biscuits & Sausage Gravy
Fruit Cups
Orange Juice, Milk and Coffee
Free Will Donation
Proceeds: To the 2nd Annual Congregational Pelican Breeze Cruises

March 12, 2016

Bounce House Party
at the YMCA
March 13th, 2016
1:30 PM to 3:00 PM
$5 per family

There is a sign-up sheet on the opportunity table.

Wednesday Night Suppers
resumes on Wednesday,
March 30th
Serving time: 5:00 to 6:30 PM
Supper will be served in Trinity Hall.
Everyone is invited.
After the Trinity Book Club read
“A Christmas Jar “ book in December, we
were inspired to reach out to others in
need. The story talks about a family
wanting to give to others at Christmas time.
They decorated a jar and set it up to collect
the spare change each day. All coins are
dedicated to the jar and during the week
before Christmas you select someone to
give to anonymously. Leaving the jar on their porch, in their car,
on their desk- wherever and you could change their life for the
good. New jars are started each year.
So we are putting a “Christmas Jar” in the back of the Church and
whomever wants to may put their coins in it. If this jar is filled
before Christmas, we will start a new jar. After each Church service is done, we will put it in the safe for the week and bring it
out on Sundays.

Wednesday Lenten Services
Holy Communion
5:30 pm
Soup & Sandwich Supper
Follows Worship at 6:15 pm
“The Stones of the Covenant”
Wed. March 2nd: Jesus, Stumbling Stone/Rock of Salvation
Wed. March 9th: The Living Stone… The Rock of Ages
Wed. March 16th: Jesus, the Foundation Stone for Life

Sunday, March 20th
9:00 AM Worship with
Holy Communion
Palm Sunday Brunch
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Thursday, March 24
5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion
Soup and sandwich supper (served by youth)

If you would like to order Easter flowers to decorate the sanctuary
for, please call the church office (373-2466) by Thursday, March 17.
Lilies... $11.00
Tulips... $10.00
Kolanchoe... $13.00

Mums... $13.00
Cyclamens... $13.00

Azaleas... $18.00
Begonias... $13.00

Good Friday
Friday, March 25
5:30 PM Worship with
Holy Communion

Sunday, March 27
8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion
Bring fresh-cut flowers to decorate the Easter Cross.
9:00 AM – 10:00 AM Easter Sunday sweet rolls,
coffee and juice
9:15 AM Annual Easter Egg Hunt for children and their
families begins in Trinity Hall

Trinity Book Club
We have been enjoying our time together and reading some really great
books. Exciting News! In April, we will have author, Allen Eskens come
and speak about his book! Allen Eskens, Author of "The Life We Bury" is a
practicing attorney in Mankato, MN. "The Life We Bury" is Allen's debut
novel and has been nominated for seven awards (The Edgar Award among
them) and has won three of them, and is on the USA Today's Best Selling
Novel List. He is the son in law of Barry and Donna Oliva. We are really
looking forward to spending time with Allen and reviewing his book. We
have invited other Albert Lea book clubs for this night (April 4th at 7pm)
and will be meeting in Jacobsen Hall.
We meet the first Monday of each month and would love to have you
attend. If you have a good book to recommend, would like to host a
meeting, or have any questions please contact Cindy Golbuff at: 970-2232759 or scgolbuff@wctatel.net

Upcoming Schedule
Date: Monday, March 7th at 6:30 PM
Book: A Boy from C-11 A memoir by Harvey Ronglien
Hostess: Cindy Golbuff Where: to be determined
This is not profound artful writing. It is a factual, concise, heartfelt autobiographical journey through one man's life. Being raised in a Minnesota orphanage in the early part of the 20th century, Harvey recounts his experience objectively and with very little bitterness or animosity. It is particularly interesting as the orphanage was in Owatonna.
Date: Monday, April 4 at 7:00 PM
Book: "The Life We Bury" by Allen Eskens
Where: Jacobsen Hall
College student Joe Talbert has the modest goal of completing a writing
assignment for an English class. His task is to interview a stranger and write
a brief biography of the person. With deadlines looming, Joe heads to a
nearby nursing home to find a willing subject. There he meets Carl Iverson,
and soon nothing in Joe's life is ever the same. Iverson is a dying Vietnam
veteran--and a convicted murderer. Joe, throws himself into uncovering
the truth, but he is hamstrung in his efforts by having to deal with his dangerously dysfunctional mother, the guilt of leaving his autistic brother vulnerable, and a haunting childhood memory. Thread by
thread, Joe unravels the tapestry of Carl's conviction.
But by the time Joe discovers the truth, it is too late to
escape the fallout"--

MEN OF TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
The A-Z1 breakfast we hosted in January this year
was a great success. A-Z1 is a men’s ministry to help
men become and remain better as men and as Christians.
Samples of what can happen when men act A-Z1 are located on the
“Opportunity Table” for you to take.
A special effort is being made for the months of March and April this
year. Some meetings—sharing, learning, improving, also including a
booklet and a steak fry when completed are shown on the
“Opportunity Table”.
Each of us men of Trinity are invited to attend. If you want to
attend, and are willing to listen and learn, please sign up on the slip
at the Table.
The sheets are limited to 36 - - - but I will make more if these get
filled.
Thanks,
Bob Goldman

The Scholarship Committee would like to announce
that we are currently accepting scholarship applications for the 2016-2017 school year. There are
scholarships available for traditional and nontraditional students. Letters have gone out to Trinity’s current graduating seniors, so be on the lookout for those. The due date for all applications is April 1st, 2016 by
12:00 PM. You may also get one from the church office or on the
website at www.tlc-al.org
If you have any other questions feel free to contact the 2016-2017
scholarship committee.
2016-2017 Scholarship Committee
Corky Stanley, Chairperson
Kim Nelson, Jenny Habana and Verlaine Williams

TOWN HALL MEETING WITH
BISHOP STEVEN DELZER
Bishop Steven Delzer will be with us for Worship on Sunday the
13th of March and will lead a Town Hall meeting following the
service at Trinity. This is so important to every member of our
Congregation, as it is about a new Pastor who will be leading
Trinity into our future. Bishop Delzer will be leading a discussion
on our Ministry Site Profile, which is what the Transition team
and Call committee have been working on. This is an overview
of Trinity, our vision, our past, our dreams for our future. He will
talk about what has been learned so far in this process, but we
need YOU the members, the actual Church of Trinity to be here.
Every member of this Church is so important and each person's
opinions and thoughts are just as important as the next persons.
So PLEASE mark your calendars for Sunday the 13th of March to
be at this special meeting. Remember this is about who will be
leading us at Trinity into the wonderful, exciting future that is
ours, and as I said each of you is so very important to this process. Much thought, prayer and conversation has gone into this
process, but now we need to be ready to go into our future here
at Trinity.
Thank you and we look forward to seeing you all on the 13th of
March.
Trinity's Call Committee, Andrea Jensen, Chair

Trinity’s Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in Christ,
sustained by God’s Word, led by the Holy
Spirit and committed to God’s vision of caring!

The last Monday in January we traveled to Salem Lutheran. We scored
a lot of runs and won all three games. Clarence, Ralph, and Jerome
were top hitters for the evening which helped us easily win all the
games.
The following Monday, February 1st we played at Pickerel Lake Concordia Lutheran. At that time we were one game behind them in the
league standings going into the games. Both teams started out slow,
but we won the first game by one run. They took the second game by
3 runs which took us to the final game. We were behind by 5 runs going into the 5th inning and put together a 6 run rally with 2 outs. We
added 2 more runs in the 6th inning, and won that game 8 to 5 and
took 2 of three games from them. Scott, Jerome, and Glen J. were top
hitters for us that evening.
We were to play at Alden Monday February 8 but the games were cancelled because of the high winds and blowing snow.
We then traveled to Ascension the following Monday. Ascension is the
top team in the league and we were looking to change that. We lost
the first game by one run. The second game we had an 8 run 4th inning
and held until the last inning and they pulled ahead for the win. We
went on to lose the third game by one run, so we lost all three games
to Ascension. But we played them tough. Glen J. and Doug were top
hitters for us that evening.
We have three nights remaining in regular league play. We play First
Lutheran, at Glenville, and Mansfield. We are hoping to rebound to
the win side and get into the top six to qualify for the end of the season single elimination tournament on banquet night. A lot can happen
in three weeks to change the standings, but we’ll be right in the thick
of things to the end. Win or lose we always have fun playing dartball.
Steve Olson, captain

Pastor’s Note
The Signs of “New Life…”
Last week as Lynda and I returned back to our home in the South
Sioux City area, I got to thinking that shortly we will be spending
the biggest part of our days at home each week doing yard work…
cleaning up branches… raking up some of the leaves… putting
down additional grass seed… getting the “old” ready for the
“new”!
With the “new” of early spring right around the corner, soon we
will be noticing early spring flowers beginning to push through the
ground, and some of the trees beginning to show “new life”. We’ll
even be noticing a Robin or two, and low flying geese beginning to
head north… In and among it all, a song circles in my head. It’s
one that we sing periodically in a worship setting…“The Canticle of
Turning”:
My soul cries out with a joyful shout
That the God of my heart is great
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things
That you bring to the ones who wait
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight
And my weakness you did not spurn
So from east to west shall my name be blest
Could the world be about to turn
My heart shall sing
Of the day you bring
Let the fires of your justice burn
Wipe away all tears
For the dawn draws near
And the world is about to turn
“The world is about to turn…” It’s a fitting line to sing, not only as
we approach the “new” of the coming spring, but as we approach
the “new” of the season of Easter that’s drawing near that brings
the hope of a new and better day…!
Easter, it’s the time when a community discovered that Jesus had
been raised and tried to come to grips with what this “new”, confusing fact, meant for them… Today for us it continues to be the
same, no different than then… to come to grips with what this
means for us, that Jesus the Christ has been raised, that the risen
Christ is present and publicly visible for the world when the community gathers…visibly no differently than he was during the first
Easter.
article continued on the next page...

Pastor note continued...

As we enter Holy week in just a few weeks and travel toward the
celebration of Easter, come and experience… experience as we
strive to hear the story again, anew… and strive to again, anew to be
a community formed in the image of the Risen One and inspired by
his Spirit with a message of hope for all emanating from the empty
tomb. Come and experience what this “new” means for each of us,
and the community we gather with, and the world surrounding us.
The experience will be both captivating for adults and children alike,
filled with the sensory… filled with ritual, drama, and stories…
filled with hope… and filled with signs of “new life…”
May your Easter experience be a blessed one….
Peace,
Pastor Gary

Finance
The finance committee has researched another giving option for
our members. This is a credit/debit card kiosk that could be moved
to various locations in the church. Donors would be able to swipe
their card, choose the donation and amount, and then receive a
printed receipt. We feel this is a convenient option. However, we
have put this on hold for the time being because of the startup
cost and monthly fees. We still encourage signing up for on-line
giving through automatic bank withdrawal. To enroll in online
offerings, please go to www.tlc-al.org and click on Online Giving on
the left side.

We are also working on enhancing the Trinity web-site and Facebook pages. Please contact Chris Skogheim if you have suggestions
and would like to work on this project.
Ron Petersen,Treasurer

Trinity Lutheran Church Women
By Coreen Johnson & Marlene Wright
She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the
needy." Proverbs 31:20
A special thank you...to Barb Larson and Bev Jackson-Cotter for
accepting the responsibility of chairing the Nominating Committee for
2017 TLCW Board.
St. John's Escort Service begins Sunday, March 13. This service helps
residents at St. John's Lutheran Home attend the worship services
held in their chapel on Sunday mornings. It is a service that is shared
with other volunteers of the Albert Lea community. Thank you to the
Trinity Confirmation Class and Ron Petersen for offering to support
Trinity's mission of "God's Work - Our Hands" ministry!
Looking ahead!
Salad Luncheon on Wednesday, April 6 and the Women of the ELCA
BERC (Blue Earth River Conference) SPRING EVENT on Saturday, April
9. Check out the details of a BERC special project on the TLCW bulletin board! Also, the "No Bake" Sale Event will coming in April. Watch
your church bulletin for the dates!
Dates to remember in March:
Monday, Mar. 7 - 9:00 a.m.
TLCW Board meeting
Wednesday, Mar. 9 - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sewing Day
(Come when you can and stay for as long as you are able)
Bible Study Circles - Christian Citizenship 101 - Session 3
Tuesday, Mar. 8 - 1:30 p.m.
Mary Circle
Wednesday, Mar. 16 - 9:30 a.m.
Deborah and Elizabeth Circles
Wednesday, Feb. Mar. 16 - 2:00 p.m. Eunice and Lois Circles
Invite a friend!
Christian Citizenship 101
March Session 3: Being of one mind (Philippians 2:19-4:3)
April Session 4: Keep on keeping on (Philippians 4:4-23)
In the winter of 2015–16, our four-session Bible study is an exploration of the book of Philippians, written by E. Louise Williams and the
Rev. Phyllis N. Kersten. Phyllis, a retired pastor, lives in a suburb of
Chicago, and Louise, executive director emeriti of the Lutheran Deaconess Association, lives in Valparaiso, Ind.

Aebleskiver Brunch

Blue Ice Plunge at
The Big Freeze
Great job, Bailey Vinge,
Lily Vinge, Ethan Peek and
Ron Petersen

Making Tie Blankets during
coffee hour

Family Faith Formation
Greetings to all my brothers and sisters in Christ.
As I sit here in church I notice many things.
If I close my eyes for a few seconds I hear singing. Not everyone
sings on key but everyone is singing and worshipping. If I listen
close enough, a child’s voice can be heard trying out his or her vocal
cords. Other things I hear, a child’s toy hitting the floor, a cough,
someone opening a worship book, the beautiful sound of the organ
and the sound of a baby crying.
Things I smell; I smell many different types of perfume, cough
drops, candles burning, FOOD COOKING in the kitchen and flowers
from the Altar.
If I look around the Church I see: The banners in the front of the
sanctuary, candles burning, the carved altar, the new screens, many
children and flowers.
The sight I enjoy the most is the stained glass windows. If you look
at the window to the right of Jesus knocking on a door, at around
10:00 on sunny mornings, the window lights up and all of the colors
can be seen.
What does all of this mean? God's Church is alive and growing.
February is a busy month for the FFF/Education Committee.
Some of the events happening are: Shrove Tuesday, Mount Kato
tubing trip, Bowling, and one of the most important seasons of the
Christian Church, Lent.
There are a lot of volunteers signed up to make soup and bars but
we still have a few openings so if you feel like cooking, the signup
sheets are on the opportunity table.
We are beginning to talk about Vacation Bible School and I would
like to take the time to point out how important VBS can be in a
child's life.
It is during VBS that a child can be introduced to Jesus for the first
time. They get invited to go with one of their friends to learn about
Jesus. And at this time they may be given their first Bible.
article continued on the next page...

Family Faith Formation article continued….
I would like to thank all of the people who stepped up and
joined Council. It is an important step and one that should not
be taken lightly. And a special thank you goes out to the members who have finished their time on Council, I hope those of us
following in your footsteps can make as big of an impact as you
have.
And thank you to everyone who gives their time to teach our
children in Sunday School. You have a big impact in their lives.
Have a good day and a good February
s/Chris Hansen

Vacation Bible School
Monday, June 20 to Thursday, June 23 2016
Please watch bulletins for more information.

Flat Jesus Sightings

Life & Missions

s/Jean Pestorious

Worship and Music
Well, our Lenten journey has begun and it is different than other
things in the past, but now is the time to try new things. Some will
like it and as usual some will not, but we need to be open to new
things. We will all see some new and different (for us), things during Holy Week. Pastor Gary brought this to our committee and we
said 'Let's try it'. Your comments will be interesting to hear. Easter
will be celebrated at 8:00 and 10:00AM and we do ask you to
again bring cut flowers to put in the Cross. We are excited to have
the new gold Altar ware set, it is complete. We purchased 2 large
Chalices, for the wine, 2 Ciboriums (which are the larger vessels
with the cover that has a cross on it) that the Host will be in 2
small Chalices, for the grape juice and a smaller Ciborium for the
gluten-free wafers. We think it really looks beautiful now that it is
complete. This set will be used for Intinction in the Sanctuary and
we will be using the earthen ware set that was given by Kristi
Kleinbeck, for our regular Wed. night services in Jacobsen Hall.
The sound system is finally coming along pretty well, but we are
still planning on it being even better. Thank you for your patience
and thank you for the kind words since it has been working better.
We want everyone to be able to hear and take part in our Worship
services and it sounds like we are getting there.
An update on the Call process, our committee met this past week
with the Transition team and we are moving forward. On March
13th Bishop Delzer will be with us at Trinity and he will be leading a
Town Hall meeting about our Call process, our Ministry Site Profile
and where we are going from here. It will be an interesting discussion and I ask everyone to be there and share their thoughts.
Our next meeting is Tues. March 8th at 5:30PM and all are welcome.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth, Worship the Lord
with gladness; come into his presence with singing. Psalm 100.1-2
s/Andrea Jensen, Chair

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
Improvements
Duane Juveland
by Florence Gilster
by Clarence & LaVonne Eggers
Don Lunn
by Jan Drews
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis
by Joan Mattick
by Glen & LeAnn Juveland
Arlene Johnson
by Joan Mattick
Sound System
Duane Skov
by Barb Larson
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson
Arlene Johnson
by Rev. Marcia Hall
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
by Marlene Wright
by Glen & LeAnn Juveland
Rose Gold
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Duane Juveland
by Marlene Wright
Dean Rogness
by Marlene Wright
Don Lunn
by Gloria Fitzgerald
by Rev. Marcia Hall
by Dale & Gloria Jensen
by Myron & Marlys Jensen
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Keith Buetenhoff,
Marlys Jensen’s Brother
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis
In Honor of Paul & Nellie Hanson’s
60th Anniversary
by Barb Larson

“The Whole” Remodeling
Duane Juveland
by Don & Eleanor Schou
Dean Rogness
by Don & Eleanor Schou
Don Lunn
by Adeline Biedermann
by Marlene Wright
Kyle Steele
by Clarence & LaVonne Eggers
Berthelsen Scholarship
Don Lunn
by Bev Jackson-Cotter
by Erna Berthelsen
Undesignated
Duane Juveland
by Friends & Family
Don Lunn
by Scott & Cindy Golbuff
by Marvin & Laurie Hovendick
by SL & Joyce Johnson
by Tom & Jody Nygaard
by Fern Rockwell
by Harold & Pat Hanson
by Alice Dugan
by Clarence & LaVonne Eggers
by Friends & Family
Arlene Johnson
by Fern Rockwell
Office Equipment
Don Lunn
by Wally & Sue Fink
by Florence Gilster
by Marlin & Sharon Herfendal
by Barb Larson
by Russ & Mary Roozenboom
by Leverne & Liz Skov
by Barry & Donna Oliva
Arlene Johnson
by Harold & Pat Hanson

Preparing for Worship
March 6th
1st Reading
Joshua 5:9-12

Psalm
Psalm 32

2nd Reading
2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Gospel
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 13th
1st Reading
Isaiah 43:16-21

Psalm
Psalm 126

2nd Reading
Philippians 3:4b-14

Gospel
John 12:1-8

March 20th
1st Reading
Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm
Psalm 31:9-16

2nd Reading
Philippians 2:5-11

Gospel
Luke 22:14--23:56

March 27th
1st Reading
Acts 10:34-43

Psalm
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

2nd Reading
1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Gospel
Luke 24:1-12

Records from February 2016
Average Attendance
Sundays: 125

Lenten Wednesday Services: 62

Baptism
Arianna Lynn Brigston, daughter of Heather Brigston and the late
Cody Baseman. Godparents are Malissa & Nicholas Nesse, Cady
Baseman, Spencer Eggers, Jade O’Byne and Brohdy Avery.

Memorial/Funeral Services
Donald Lunn
Arlene Johnson
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