Trinity Lutheran Church
June/July 2019
Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

TO ALL WOMEN OF TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH …
Come! Celebrate with us as we
acknowledge our special ladies
who are 80+ years young
@ the TLCW Heritage Luncheon
When: Wednesday, June 5, 2019
Time: 12:00 Noon in Trinity Hall
Program: “Keeping Family Stories Alive”
by Bev Jackson-Cotter
The Luncheon will be hosted by the Deborah Circle.
Linda Olson & Nancy Jensen, Co-chairwomen
Please call the church office at 373-2466, if you would like
a ride to the church.
We hope to see you all there.
Offering designated for World Hunger.

Sunday, June 9, 2019
This Pentecost we will celebrate with these young people of
our congregation as they affirm their baptism and
become Adult Members of Trinity Lutheran Church.
These young people are Maci Benson, Nic Johnson,
Evan Kallberg, and Blake Kelley.

Sunday, June 9, 2019

Trinity will host the choir
on Friday, June 21st at 7:00 PM

Altar Guild Picnic
Monday, June 24, 2019
6:00 PM at Edgewater Park Cottage
Bring a dish to share. Beverage and dessert will
be provided. Feel free to bring a guest.
Servers will be Mary Roozenboom,
Sharyn Swensrud, and Verlaine Williams.

Patriot Sunday
On Sunday, June 30th during the worship
service there will be a presentation of flags by
veterans in honor of the 4th of July.
All vets are invited to participate, no uniform
necessary. Any questions, please call
Steve Olson, 383-3855 or Bob Yaw, 383-3425.

You are invited to a 50th Wedding
Anniversary Open House
for Nathan & Sharon Johnson
Saturday, June 8th, 2019
1:00 – 4:00 PM
Trinity Hall

Volleyball & Grill Out
Sunday, July 21
Following the Worship Service around 11:00 AM
JM Snyder Field
Lunch will be provided.
Hotdogs, chips, fruit and water.
There is a sign-up sheet on the opportunity table.
No Cost!
Absolutely FUN, FUN, FUN!

Thursday, July 25, 2019

Gavin Lawrence
Aliyah Verness

Ann Goodmanson
presenting Aliyah Verness
with her scholarship.

+Date and time of open house
++ Place of open house if not at home
Gavin Lawrence
Son of Tom and Deb Lawrence
1406 Plainview Lane, Albert Lea, MN 56007
+Saturday, June 15th, 2019, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
++Jacobsen Fellowship Hall, Trinity Lutheran Church
Aliyah Verness
Daughter Jeramy and Melissa Verness
1784 Pride Lane, Albert Lea MN 56007
+Saturday, June 8, 2019, 4:00-7:00 PM
++Edgewater Park Cottage

Wednesday Night Suppers
Serving time: 5:00 to 6:00 PM
Supper will be served in Trinity Hall.
Everyone is invited.

If you would like to receive your monthly
newsletter via email, please call the church
office at 373-2466 or send an email to
office@tlc-al.org.

Trinity Lutheran Church Women
By: Linda Olson and Leann Juveland
Guilt to Gratitude Psalm 103: 10-12
“He has not dealt with our sins, nor punished us according to our
iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is
His mercy toward those who fear Him; as far as the east is from
the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”
Guilt is a universal human condition. Every one of us, without exception, has violated our own standards of right and wrong and even
more, we have violated God’s standards. We have wronged others,
often unintentionally but sometimes intentionally. We have broken
God’s law. There is such a thing as false guilt, but true guilt is a fact
of life. Wonderfully, so is the forgiveness God makes available
through His Son. Forgiveness is not a commodity, something we
receive in religious transaction in exchange for our merit or our penance. It is a free gift of a gracious God that we receive through our
relationship with the Lord Jesus Himself. As we have seen this Easter season, it is a costly forgiveness, requiring our Lord’s death on a
cross. And it is a forgiveness that arouses deep love for our Forgiver.
One way to measure whether we have understood and received forgiveness is to observe the depth of our response to the Savior. Great
forgiveness inspires great love.
Forgiveness is a very central part of the gospel and sometimes it is
good to get a reminder of the truly amazing promises that God gives
regarding this.
Upcoming Events
TLCW Board Meeting
Tues., June 4th at 9:30 am
Tues., July 2nd at 9:30 am
Heritage Luncheon
Wed., June 5th at noon
Program is Bev Jackson ‘Keeping Family Stories Alive’
Tues., June 11th at 1:30 pm

Mary Circle
Sewing Day

Wed., June 12th (All are welcome)
Wed., July 10th
morning coffee & luncheon (served by TLCW)

Deborah & Elizabeth Circle Wed., June 19th at 9:30 am
Eunice & Lois Circle

Wed., June 19th at 2:00 pm

Combined Bible Study Circles Wed., July 17th at 9:30 am
Undie Sunday

July 28th

Central Lutheran Church WELCA is having a guest night salad supper on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at 6:00pm.
Program given by Tim O’Shields, Minister of Music at First
Lutheran. All Trinity Women are invited.

Lutheran World Relief Van
Items sent on the van on May 18, 2019
40 Quilts, 46 Personal Care Kits & 15 Baby Care Kits
Thank you to all who helped make quilts, donated money, items for
the kits or helped assemble the kits.
s/Joan Mattick

Something to Keep in Mind
It seems early, but school sales will be starting before we know
it. We will again be collecting underwear for elementary age
boys and girls to be given to the Salvation Army.
With the early start to the school year, collection Sundays will
be July 28th and August 4th.

A message from Pastor Eileen
One of my most favorite Sundays of the year is coming. It
is Pentecost and the service of Confirmation (also known as Affirmation of Baptism). We will celebrate both on June 9th at our 9:00
service.
Pentecost is a somewhat “wild” day. It is the 50th day of
Easter. We celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit to the first disciples and to us. Pentecost is sometimes called the church’s birthday, but might more appropriately be called its baptism day, since
the gift of the Spirit is the fullness of baptism.
It is appropriate then that we also celebrate with four
young adults—Maci Benson, Nic Johnson, Evan Kallberg, and
Blake Kelley —as they affirm their baptism.
When most of us were baptized, we didn’t know what was
going on since we were infants. Our parents brought us to God’s
house and made promises for and to us. God did the rest by adopting us as God’s children.
It is at confirmation, or the affirmation of faith, where our
young people say yes to these promises that their parents and God
made for them long ago. They will take as their own promises the
promises that their parents made for them long ago: “to live
among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in
the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ
through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example
of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.”
They are also reminded of God’s blessing given to them at
their baptism. They will kneel and have the hands of teachers and
loved ones bless them with the words: “Father is heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in ______, the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm
their faith, guide their life, empower them in their serving, give
them patience in suffering, and bring them to everlasting life.
Amen.”
Affirmation of Baptism is a special day for these young
adults and the church. We will celebrate four new members of our
church body. We will celebrate their commitment to Christ.

Please pray for these young people—Maci, Nic, Evan,
and Blake—and their families this summer. Being a teenager or
the parent of a teenager is never easy. Sometimes prayer is the
only answer.
Thank you also to those who have helped during Confirmation this past year: Shelley Bush, Theresa Bush, Nick
Golbuff, and MaChar Kingstrom. Thank you also to our 9th
grade mentors: MaChar Kingstrom, Allan Halvorsen, Steve
Olson, and Ron Petersen. As I have said in the past, you cannot
have too many adults helping and loving our youth.
Synod Assembly The Southeast Minnesota Synod of the
ELCA will be in Assembly May 31 and June 1 in Rochester.
At the assembly, we will be selecting a new Bishop. Please
pray for this process, all our Bishop candidates, and for our
Bishop-elect.
On June 2, our Georgia Mission Team will be presenting their
experiences. Come hear Scott Golbuff, Bruce Ness, Steve Olson, Ron Petersen, and Pastor Eileen shares their stories.
The All-Lutheran Choir will be performing at Trinity in our
beautiful sanctuary Friday, June 21st @ 7:00. This will be a
wonderful concert. We will be hosting the choir members Friday night through Saturday morning. That’s around 55 people.
Look for a sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Table.
On Saturday, June 22, there will be a Memorial Service for Gabriel Kueth Duop. This is Nyatat Duop’s father. He died earlier
this year in South Sudan. Please consider attending. Time and
more information will be coming.
Trinity’s Young Adults will be on their Mission Trip to Cleveland, Ohio July 12-18. They will be serving the community
and growing in their faith. Please pray for our participants and
chaperones: Shelley Bush, Theresa Bush, Maci Benson, Alexi
Heavner, Nic Johnson, Blake Kelley, Skylar Kelley, Tristan
Williams, and Pastor Eileen.

Council President
The weather so far in 2019 has been memorable, inconvenient,
downright cold, in other words, too numerous to mention. However, living in Minnesota we know that summer will eventually arrive and we will be complaining about how hot it is. Many of us
will be busy with home projects, summer recreation activities, and
maybe a vacation.
As we enjoy our summer, don’t forget about attending church
services. We also have many activities planned. In June there is
Confirmation on the 9th, Vacation Bible School June 17-20th, and
the All State Lutheran Choir Concert on the 21st. Pastor Eileen will
be leading the youth mission trip and Trish and Corky will be
hosting the annual “Summer Splash” in July. Also, Wednesday
night suppers continue throughout the summer. Everyone in the
community is welcome to attend these free meals. This is a great
opportunity for fellowship.
Congratulations to our Trinity high school and college graduates
and continued blessings to this year’s confirmation class. Be sure
to check Trinity’s Facebook page for current events happening at
church.
s/Ron Petersen

Finance
June and July are upon us. This year the warm temperatures we
are about to get will be greatly cherished after this cooler than
average spring. We are seeing an uptick in worshipers using our
online giving option through http://myeoffering.com/. Our committee and congregation thanks and appreciates all of you who
have made the commitment to weekly or monthly donations
through online giving. If anyone has any questions regarding
online giving, please do not hesitate to ask Lance or myself for
information. Thank you to all our members for your continued
financial support of Trinity Lutheran Church.

Finance article continued….
I want to take a moment and mention Stewardship at Trinity.
When this topic comes up we usually tie the conversation to
money, which is a large part of stewardship and the mission
of our church. But, it also applies to volunteering our time
and talent to Trinity. Stewardship through volunteering is an
enormous strength for our congregation. Many volunteers
are seen and unseen. Some we see are the helpers at the
brunches; member’s helping with Faith Formation classes,
Confirmation classes and Family Milestone classes. We have
a few members who donate time and talent to the landscape
around our church to keep it looking great. Members who
serve on committees and council; donate time planning functions that help make our church run. We have a couple
groups that are responsible for the accurate counting of
weekly donations. These are just a few examples of the importance of Stewardship that happens at Trinity that a dollar
amount cannot be put on. They are priceless donations of
time and talent that make us Trinity, and Trinity thanks you.
I will be writing more about this in future newsletters. In the
mean time, take a moment and come up with a “Hey, I can
help out with that” idea. Many find it very rewarding after
helping out.
We have had a good response to making contributions directly from an IRA for members over 70 ½, so I wanted to mention it again. Congregation members above the age of 70 ½
years, can make contributions to Trinity directly from an
IRA. There are tax advantages in doing this. If you are interested in making contributions from your IRA you can contact Lance and he can give you the details on how you could
benefit from this type of contribution.
April financial overview:

Total Receipts $22,696.25
Total Disbursements
$23,313.47
(Shortfall)
$617.22

YTD financial overview:

Total Receipts $87,952.37
Total Disbursements
$101,431.15
(Shortfall)
($13,478.78)

s/ Chris Skogheim

Premises
Greetings Trinity Family! The premises committee has been busy
working on minor repairs around the church. Over the past year
we have identified that our upper parking lot is in need of significant repair. At this point we are recommending that we proceed
with making those improvements this summer. Work that needs to
be completed with the parking lot includes removal and replacement of pavement. We are proceeding with acquiring bids and will
keep the congregation posted on that. We ask you to consider designating additional funds toward this project as you support the
work of the church through your offerings.
God's Blessing
Jeff Nelson and Steve Olson

Trinity’s Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in Christ,
sustained by God’s Word, led by the Holy
Spirit and committed to God’s vision of caring!

Sunday, June 16, 2019

Faith Formation Committee
Summer Events
Our team will be working throughout the summer setting up curriculum & planning events for the 2019-2020 calendar year. We
will be developing a youth leadership program. The Youth
Leadership Team will help with ideas on events, determine what
interests our youth and work on ways of strengthening faith
amongst our youth. Any and all are welcome to join in on the
discussion. Our meetings are the first Tuesday of each month
starting at 5:00pm. Meetings are informal and usually last 1
hour, unless I get windy.
Here are a couple dates to get on your calendars:
June 1 – Kick-Off To Summer; Three Oak Winery Mission Trip
Fundraiser.
June 9 – Confirmation
June 17-20 – VBS in coalition with Salem, Ascension, East &
Central Freeborn churches.
July 12-17 – Youth Mission Trip.
July 19 – Summer Splash.
August 14 – Valley Fair; the cost has been reduced to $20.
August TBD – Pool Day; spend some time at the pool with our
pastor, this event is FREE.
Summer Splash
If you are not coming, you are missing out on a great time. Historically we have had beautiful weather with great fellowship on
the docks, in the boats & on the decks. No one is too old or too
young. When was the last time you had a pontoon tour of Fountain Lake, rode in a boat pulling a towable or watched someone
learn a new sport like kneeboarding? We will be manning the
grills, flipping burgers & turning hotdogs around 6:00pm. There
will be refreshments as well. There is no cost for the event;
funding is provided by the Youth Fund.
When: Friday, July 19th
Time: 1:00pm till when Corky drops (could be late)
Where: Trish & Corky’s home @ 625 West Park Avenue
Quote for the month: “Remember that children, marriages, and
flower gardens reflect the kind of care they get.” – H. Jackson
Brown, Jr.
Keep smiling and I will see you in church.
Blessings, s/ Corky Stanley

Sunday, June 2, 2019 -Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year C
Acts 16:16-34
While in prison, Paul speaks to the jailer, who is then baptized
Psalm 97
Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous. (Ps. 97:12)
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
Blessed are those who wash their robes
John 17:20-26
Jesus prays that the disciples will be one and abide in his love
Sunday, June 9, 2019Day of Pentecost, Year C
Acts 2:1-21
Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds
Genesis 11:1-9 (alternate)
God destroys the tower of Babel
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30)
Romans 8:14-17
The Spirit makes us children of God
Acts 2:1-21 (alternate)
Filled with the Spirit to proclaim God’s deeds
John 14:8-17 [25-27]
The Father will give you another Advocate, the Spirit of truth
Sunday, June 16, 2019 The Holy Trinity, Year C
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Wisdom rejoices in the creation
Psalm 8
Your glory is chanted above the heavens. (Ps. 8:2)
Romans 5:1-5
God’s love poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
John 16:12-15
The Spirit will guide you into the truth
Sunday, June 23, 2019 Lectionary 12, Year C
Isaiah 65:1-9
The prophet sent to a rebellious people
Psalm 22:19-28
In the midst of the assembly I will praise you. (Ps. 22:22)
Galatians 3:23-29
In baptism, clothed with Christ; no longer Jew or Greek
Luke 8:26-39
Jesus casts out demons possessing a man of the Gerasenes

Sunday, June 30, 2019Lectionary 13, Year C
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Elijah says to Elisha, Follow me and do not continue plowing
Psalm 16
I have set the Lord always before me. (Ps. 16:8)
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Love is the whole law, gift of the Spirit
Luke 9:51-62
Jesus says, Follow me and do not look back
Sunday, July 7, 2019 Lectionary 14, Year C
Isaiah 66:10-14
Jerusalem, a nursing mother giving life to her children
Psalm 66:1-9
All the earth bows down before you and sings out your
name. (Ps. 66:4)
Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16
Do what is right now and reap at the harvest time
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Jesus sends out seventy disciples into the harvest
Sunday, July 14, 2019 Lectionary 15, Year C
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
The Lord will take delight in your fruitfulness
Psalm 25:1-10
Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. (Ps. 25:4)
Colossians 1:1-14
The gospel is growing, bearing fruit in the whole world
Luke 10:25-37
The parable of the merciful Samaritan

Sunday, July 21, 2019 Lectionary 16, Year C
Genesis 18:1-10a
The hospitality of Abraham and Sarah to three visitors of the Lord
Psalm 15
Lord, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1)
Colossians 1:15-28
Hymn to Christ, the firstborn of all creation
Luke 10:38-42
Jesus says: Martha, your sister Mary has chosen the better part
Sunday, July 28, 2019 Lectionary 17, Year C
Genesis 18:20-32
Abraham bargains with God for the righteous of Sodom and Gomorrah
Psalm 138
Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your
hands. (Ps. 138:8)
Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]
Buried with Christ in baptism, raised with him through faith
Luke 11:1-13
Jesus teaches the disciples to pray

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
Wednesday Night Supper
Yvette Williams
By Eunice Circle
By Dean and Donna Sonnek
Arlo Jasperson
By Barry and Donna Oliva
Ed Plantage
By Barry and Donna Oliva
Jacobsen Hall
Yvette Williams
By Eunice Circle
Arlo Jasperson
By Dean and Donna Sonnek
Food Pantry
Arlo Jasperson
By Russ and Mary Roozenboom
Ed Plantage
By Russ and Mary Roozenboom
Berthelsen Scholarship
Gary Cunningham
By Friends and Family
Arlo Jasperson
By Erna Berthelsen
Ed Plantage
By Erna Berthelsen
Kitchen Updgrades
Arlo Jasperson
By Leverne and Liz Skov
By Friends and family
Ed Plantage
By Leverne and Liz Skov
By Mary Ann Martinson
Virginia Venem
By Mary Ann Martinson
Youth Mission Trip
Arlo Jasperson
By Marlene Wright

Worship
Ed Plantage
By Marcia Hall
By Loren and Elaine Porter
Elevator Fund
Ed Plantage
By Gloria Fitzgerald
By Barbara Larson
By Richard and Phyllis Tavis
By Flo Gilster
Arlo Jasperson
By Flo Gilster
By Dale and Gloria Jensen
Berthelsen Scholarship
Yvette Williams
By Mark and Sheila Jensen
Water Heater
Ed Plantage
By Lyle Hinz
Arlo Jasperson
By Lyle Hinz
Youth for Christ
Ed Plantage
By Scott and Ann Goodmanson
Sewing Ladies
Ed Plantage
By Alfred and Nancy Jensen
Parking Lot Repair
Ed Plantage
By Marlene Wright
By Tom and Jody Nygaard
By Joan Mattick
By Charlotte Vinge
By Pat Hanson
Arlo Jasperson
By Tom and Jody Nygaard
By Jean Pestorious
By Pat Hanson

Memorials Given in
Loving Memory of...
Undesignated
Ed Plantage
By Dale and Gloria Jensen
By Fern Rockwell
By Eleanor Schou
By Dean and Donna Sonnek
By Allan and Nancy Halvorson
By Erik and Dorothy Justeson
By Sue Fink
By Darryl and Jo Meyer
By Clarence and Lavonne Eggers
By Friends and Family
By Joyce Johnson
By John and Cheri Butler
Virginia Venem
By Friends and Family
By Barb Larson
By Marcia Hall
Arlo Jasperson
By Fern Rockwell
By Friends and family
By Joan Mattick
By Dick and Phyllis Tavis
By Mary Ann Martinson
By Eleanor Schou
By Earl and Gayle Neist
By John and Cheri Butler
Marlene Skophammer
By Marlene Wright
Office Equipment
Ed Plantage
By Lois Lunn
World Hunger
Marlene Skophammer
By Pat Hanson
Elevator Fund
Arlo Jasperson
By Gloria Fitzgerald

Records from May 2019
Average Attendance
Sundays: 135
Wednesdays: 16
Funeral
Arlo Jaspersen
Ed Plantage
Marlene Skophammer
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