Trinity Lutheran Church
June / July 2015
Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

TLCW Heritage Luncheon

Program: Careyairs
When: Wednesday, June 3, 2015
Where: Trinity Hall
Time: 12:00 noon
Hosted by: TLCW, Elizabeth and Mary circles
Please call the church office, 373-2466 if you need a ride.

“Breakfast w/Pastor” ~Road Trip~
Heritage Restaurant at the Heritage Hotel
2301 East Main
Tuesday, June 9th and Tuesday, July 14
Begins at 7:00 am
Come... Enjoy the Food & Fun!
Welcome Everyone…!
Please contact Pastor Gary for additional information,
email: prgaryharris2007@gmail.com

Altar Guild Picnic
Monday, June 22, 6:00 PM
Pioneer Park
Bring a dish to share. Beverage and dessert
provided. Feel free to bring a guest.
Servers will be Kelly Gleason, Doris Hansen
and Sharon Herfendal.

Trinity Fellowship Summer Picnic
Wednesday, June 24, 12:00 PM
Trinity Hall
Meal catered by Greg and a time of fellowship.
Make your reservation by Monday, June 22 at 12:00 PM by
calling the church office at 373.2466

THURSDAY, June 25
Cost $20 per person
(includes transportation)

Leaving from Trinity at 8:00 AM
Back in Albert Lea by 5:00 PM or earlier!
Lunch is extra and on your own or bring a sack lunch and you can
eat outside the park in the picnic area.
Kids 10 years & younger must come with an adult!
You must sign up by Sunday, June 21.
Let’s fill up a school bus!
Call the church at 373-2466 or Greg at 507-396-3503 for more information.

Patriot Sunday
On Sunday, June 28 there will be a
presentation of flags by veterans in honor
of the 4th of July. All vets are invited to
participate, no uniform necessary. Any
questions, please call Forrie Claussen,
373-9510, or John Severtson, 373-6694.

Monday, June 15 to Thursday, June 18, 2015
9:00 AM—2:00 PM for grades 1-6
Edgewater Park Main Pavilion
Sponsored by God, Trinity, Salem,
Ascension and Central Freeborn Lutheran Churches.
Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp provides us with a great team of
Christ-centered counselors to lead the week’s activities.
For youth entering grades 1-6 (or 7) in the Fall.
Please bring a sack lunch

No cost for Trinity kids.
Donations always welcome.
Preschool Vacation Bible School (3, 4 and 5 year-olds)
9:00 AM—12:00 PM
Three year olds must be accompanied by an adult.
Must be three by 9/1/2014. Space is limited for three year-olds.

Does your child need a ride to VBS?
Greg will be providing rides, please call the Church
office at 373-2466.
Also…
Welcome Okoboji Team Sunday, June 14, 5:00 PM
Pizza & Root Beer Floats
Potluck Picnic Thursday, June 18, 6:00 PM
Meet at the Edgewater Park main pavilion.
Children will share what they have been learning.
Bring your utensils and a large dish to share. Beverage provided.

Friday, July 17
Water fun & grill out at the Stanley’s is all about friends and
families having fun together!

Everyone is Welcome!
625 Park Ave.
Tubing & Water Fun begins at 1:00.
Come when you can!
Dinner is around 6:30 PM. Hamburgers and hot dogs.
No cost.
There is a sign-up sheet on the opportunity table.

Volleyball Game
for Youth & Adults
Sunday, July 19, 10:30 AM
(following Worship)
Location: JM Snyder Field
There will be a hotdog lunch provided.
There is a sign-up sheet for food on the
opportunity table.
No cost! Absolutely FUN, FUN, FUN!

From Pastor Gary… to the community of Trinity Lutheran!
Serving as Trinity’s Transitional Interim… what a blessing it is for both Lynda
and I, as we are about coming together, in mission and ministry, with the great
cloud of witnesses that the Spirit is drawing together here…! Together we will
be searching for and working to follow the dream that God has for the next 10
years of this faith community’s life! It’s awesome to already experience the “fire
of the Spirit” in and among as you give of yourselves as the heart, hands, and
feet of Jesus in the world!
Today, in life of the church the Interim Period is considered far more than simply “filling the gap”… where the Interim Pastor is considered as a caretaker,
someone who provides necessary pastoral coverage for a faith community temporarily without a pastor… Today it’s considered as a Transitional Interim Period, a time that can and will offer challenge, and a time that can and will be very
productive in the life of a faith community as it offers opportunity to reevaluate… re-evaluate asking: "What is God calling this faith community to be
and to do?" and "What does this faith community need to do to prepare itself for
its next 10 years in it’s journey in God’s mission to the world?" This transitional
time is a time to be about setting the stage for the next 10 years of the faith
community’s life… as it moves carefully, deliberately, and skillfully, toward this
next phase in its life…
As the sense of what this transitional time is about grows in and among all here
at Trinity I cannot help but feel the Spirit within and among as people grow in
connecting in community and relationship, connecting in love and through investing in one another. It’s like a buzz of electricity moving in and among as
people are being drawn together, and through it I can already feel new vision
and mission is being brought to life…!
Connecting with each other and the people of the greater community around is
biblical… it’s what Jesus did. He connected with everyone around him, even
those who others saw as less important or undesirable. He connected! It
sounds simple, but yet it isn’t, it takes time, intention, and investment. We can
wonder who has time, intention, and investment capacity for this these days,
and this “connecting” thing can produce stress…! But, it can be good stress as
a community works together in unity in what God is calling the community to be
about. It can also add “fire” to all that weighs on our lives if we together don’t
take a deep breath and look toward God and what God is up to and invest in
the guidance and leadership of the Spirit, instead of focusing on human based
agenda(s)… The truth is God shows the way as “God’s goals” are centered
on…
Pastor Gary’s article continued on the next page

Pastor Gary’s article continued...
Please know as your transitional interim, I promise to be such with the passion for “God’s people, transformed by the Gospel, making a difference for
Christ’s sake…”, with the passion for “engaging with all of God’s people,
exploring together what it means to be ‘a child of God’…” and in doing so
continue in “exploring what God is calling each to be through our God given
gifts and talents…” I thank God for the opportunity to explore together
“turning dreams into callings” so that individual God given gifts, talents, and
interests can be ignited…! I promise to be about “investing in people, who
invest in people, who invest in people…” as we grow together as disciples
following the commitment that local faith communities, such as Trinity, are
the hope of the world… I promise to move forward with the hope I have for
faith communities that I unite with… and that is that “Real people are out
there every day living Christ-less lives… and dying Christ-less deaths. I
can’t get over that… and my hope is that the faith communities that I connect
with can’t either…”
As we unite in the journey that we are being called to together… I see the
future of the church, including the future of Trinity Lutheran, in being a “living
organism”, not an organization… in being a community, not an institution…
in being a place focused on “what we can do for you”, not “you for us…” I
see the church, basically having two things to offer the world… and that’s
Christ and community.” The church’s right... Trinity’s right… to exist is because God is here, and the price willing to be paid for two words… “Be
There”… “being there” for one another and all people, and all of God’s
creation…
Together in Christ’s mission to the world…
Pastor Gary
email: prgaryharris2007@gmail.com
Phone: (402) 942-1172

Children’s Message

Life & Missions

Food Items for June and July
The Salvation Army is requesting food that kids could safely
prepare by themselves. Some examples are: Easy Mac,
Spaghettios, soup, pouch of tuna or chicken and peanut butter
and jelly. Also, some kid friendly snacks. Such as, fruit snacks,
animal crackers, applesauce, pudding cups and crackers.
Thank you for all your donations!

Worship and Music
What an interesting journey Trinity is on right now. So many things are
happening and we want them to all go just so. Unfortunately, that is not
always how things happen, as we adjust to new things or new pieces of
equipment sometimes there are problems. Just know that we are working on all of these things to make our Worship experience the best it
can be. Our son Colton used to and sometimes still does tell his parents
to have patience, not always an easy thing to do, but that is what I am
asking right now. Trust and patience, trust that the leadership at Trinity
is doing all it can to make this transition as smooth as possible and trust
that we have the best interest of our Trinity family at heart.
Again, I want to ‘Thank’ all the people we have asked to assist in
Worship, be it reading, serving or whatever. We are going to continue to
need those readers and I would love to have people tell us they would
be willing to do it. As you know, phone calls take a lot of time, that maybe we don’t have, so if you would like to do this, we would love to hear
from you.
Our busy summer time is beginning but remember there will be many
things going on at Church, we truly don’t close down in the summer like
schools do. We will still be having our regular 9:00 AM service and
hope to see you there or if you are gone on weekends, there is the
Wed. evening service at 5:30 and they are trying some new things there
also.
Please remember to let the leadership here at Trinity know your
thoughts as we continue on this journey to find a new Pastor and enjoy
our Interim Pastor Gary.
I have a special ‘Thank-you” to make to Dorothy Larkin who is now
retiring after being our Chair of Communion bread makers for the past
10 years! You have done an awesome job. There are many people behind the scenes that most of us know nothing about; this Church is so
blessed to have these great volunteers.
Our next meeting is Tues. the 2nd of June at 5:30PM; please join us with
your ideas for our Church.
Thanks be to God,
s/Andrea Jensen, Chair
Gloria Fitzgerald and Kelly Gleason

Lutheran World Relief Van
Items sent on the van...
75 Quilts
23 Baby Care Kits
14 Personal Care Kits
Thank you to all who helped make quilts and donated or helped with the
care kits.
Lutheran World Relief has sent almost 10,000 quilts and 1,000 personal
care kits to Nepal since the earthquake.
s/ Joan

Mattick

Something to Keep in Mind
It seems early, but school sales will be starting before we
know it. We will again be collecting underwear for elementary
age boys and girls to be give to the Salvation Army.
Collections Sundays will be August 2 and August 9.
Thank you in advance.

s/ Pat Goldman

Sunday, June 21

It ’s Time to C lea n
the Nursery
Monday, June 8, 9:30 AM
All help is needed and everyone is welcome.
We plan on cleaning and disinfecting all the toys
and everything in the nursery.
Bring any cleaning items you feel would help.
s/ Mary Roozenboom and Laurie Hovendick

Scholarships have been awarded
to the following graduates:
Cassandra Gilster $200 Wayne Larson Memorial
Scholarship, $500 Ladwig Scholarship, $300 Bertha
Weiks Memorial Scholarship
Hanna Kingstrom, $200 Wayne Larson Memorial
Scholarship, $500 Ladwig Scholarship, $300 Bertha Weiks Memorial
Scholarship
Jennifer Golbuff, $1000 Berthelsen Scholarship
Scholarships to nontraditional student:
Mariah McGill, $500 Ladwig Scholarship (non-traditional), $200 Andrew &
Phyllis Pechacek Scholarship,
Scholarship Committee
s/ Jenny Habana, chairperson; Kim Nelson

Cory Stanley, Verlaine Williams

Trinity Lutheran Church Women
Bev Jackson Cotter & Barb Larson

“She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to
the needy.” Proverbs 31:20

It’s summertime, a busy time, and time for a change of pace. It’s also time
to mark your calendar, so you do not miss anything important.
How do we say Thank You? The women of Trinity are so generous with
their time and talents and sharing in so many different ways. The
Heritage Luncheon on Wednesday, June 3rd is just a token of our appreciation. All of the church women are invited and those over 80 years
will be acknowledged as special guests. (Imagine all those years of cake
baking. We wonder just how many cakes that adds up to.) We will be
treated to a concert by the Careyaires. It promises to be a special day.
We hope you will be able to attend.
Sunday, June 14th, we serve coffee at St. John’s - an annual special
service provided by TLCW.
On Wednesday, July 8th the Sewing Day ladies will be honored with
morning coffee and noon lunch served by the TLCW Board. Here again, it
would be interesting to know just how many hours of cutting, arranging,
sewing and tying have happened since this group was organized. Their
dedication and support of Lutheran World Relief are much appreciated.
It’s the time of year when the Trinity Circles will meet in combined session for fellowship and Bible study. We will gather On Wednesday, July
15th at 9:30 am at the church.
We hope that on the dates in between the TLCW activities, you can relax
and enjoy those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.
A bit of our history - In 1890 the Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid was
Organized. Forty-four women attended the first meeting.
Dates to Remember:
Wed. June 3, noon
Trinity Heritage Luncheon
Wed. June 10, 9 am
Sewing Day
Sun. June 14
St. John’s Coffee
Tues. June 16, 1:30 pm
Mary Circle
Wed. June 17, 9:30 am
Deborah and Elizabeth Circles
Wed. June 17, 2 pm
Eunice and Lois Circles
Wed. July 8, 9 am
Sewing Day - morning coffee and lunch
Tues. July 14, 1:30 pm
Mary Circle
Wed. July 15, 9:30 am
Combined Circles/Bible Study

A special Thank You to the Trinity Women who…
27. annually make a sizeable donation to the church budget!
28. annually make donations to WELCA Synodical & Missions!
29. annually make donations to WELCA World Hunger!

Records from May 2015
Average Attendance
Wednesdays: 20

Sundays: 156

Funeral/Memorial Services
Gary Tavis
Betty Knudson

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
Elevator Repairs

Worship Appointments

Gary Tavis

Gary Tavis

by Barry & Donna Oliva

by Mike & Andrea Jensen

Improvements

by Mike & Andrea Jensen

Gary Tavis
by Joan Mattick
by Dale & Gloria Jensen
by Barb Larson
by Charlotte Vinge
by Gloria Fitzgerald
by Loren & Elaine Porter
by Terry & Charlene Jenson
by Dean & Donna Sonnek
by Ed & Virginia Plantage
by Arlene Matson
by Glen & LeAnn Juveland
by Wally & Sue Fink
by Verlaine Williams
by Alice Dugan
by Scott & Ann Goodmanson
by Mary Ann Martinson
by Corky & Trish Stanley
by Coreen Johnson
by Dan, Kris, & Heather Gilbertson
by Lowell & Marlene Klukow
by Friends & Family
Organ Repairs

Gary Tavis
by Clarence & LaVonne Eggers
by Florence Gilster
Sound System

Gary Tavis
by Erik & Dorothy Justesen
by Earl & Gayle Neist
Office Supplies

Gary Tavis
by Leverne & Liz Skov

Larry Van Ryswyck
Music Fund

Gary Tavis
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson
by Jan Drews
by Fern Rockwell
by Don & Eleanor Schou
Monte Pehrson, brother-in-law
by Berniece Thompson
Office Equipment

Gary Tavis
by Ron Petersen
by Tom & Deb Lawrence
Berthelsen Scholarship

Gary Tavis
by Bev Jackson-Cotter
by Erna Berthelsen
Kitchen Supplies

Gary Tavis
by Marlin & Sharon Herfendal
by Harold & Pat Hanson
Altar Guild

Gary Tavis
by Alfred & Nancy Jensen
by Sharyn Swensrud
Undesignated

Gary Tavis
by Arlo & June Jaspersen
by Berniece Thompson
by Friends & Family

Betty Knudsen
by Friends & Family

Preparing for Worship
2nd Reading

Gospel

2 Corinthians 4:
13—5:1

Mark 3:
20-35

2 Corinthians 5:
6-10 [11-13]
14-17

Mark 4:
26-34

2 Corinthians 6:
1-13

Mark 4:
35-41

Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 13
June 28 Lamentations 3:
Psalm 30:
22-33

2 Corinthians 8:
7-15

Mark 5:
21-43

Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 14
July 5
Ezekiel 2:
Psalm 123:
1-5

2 Corinthians 12: Mark 6:
2-10
1-13

Time after Pentecost-Lectionary 15
July 12 Amos 7:
Psalm 85:
7-15
8-13

Ephesians 1:
3-14

Mark 6:
14-29

Time after Pentecost-Lectionary 16
July 19 Jeremiah 23:
Psalm 23:
1-6

Ephesians 2:
11-22

Mark 6:
30-34, 53-56

Time after Pentecost-Lectionary 17
July 26 2 Kings 4:
Psalm 145:
42-44
10-18

Ephesians 3:
14-21

John 6:
1-21

Date

1st Reading

Psalm

Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 10
June 7
Genesis 3:
Psalm 130:
8-15
Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 11
June 14 Ezekiel 17:
Psalm 92:
22-24
1-4, 12-15
Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 12
June 21 Job 38:
Psalm 107:
1-11
1-3, 23-32
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