Trinity Lutheran Church
June/July 2020
Newsletter

Outdoor Worship Begins May 31
Trinity Lutheran Church will begin outdoor worship on Sunday, May 31. Things may look a little different than usual.
There may be some kinks in the system. Be patient with us as
we are all learning.
Here are some fun and informative Do’s and Don’ts.
Do drive in your car and park as directed. Don’t drive your
motorcycle or convertible, that would take away our need for
social distancing.
Do wave at friends. Don’t get out of your car to hug.
Do share the peace with those in your car and wave to others.
Don’t get out of your car (See a theme?)
Do bring your Bible to follow along. Don’t get out of your
car to share your Bible with the car beside you.
Do sing. Don’t go over to your neighbor’s car and get in their
car and sing.
Do come and worship God. Don’t come if you are sick.
I hope you see the humor in these Do’s and Don’ts.
Worship will be at 9 am. We will still be offering Facebook
live and website worship for those who cannot come, are sick,
or do not feel comfortable attending.
There is a program for worship in this newsletter. We will
reuse this program for every service. Please bring this program with you each week.

Facebook Live for those without Internet

If you are interested in watching any of our Facebook Live or
Pastor Eileen’s Daily Devotions but don’t have internet,
please call and make an appointment with Deb at 507-3732466 (please leave a message and I will return your call) or
Pastor Eileen to come into the church and watch.

Bible Study via Zoom
Pastor Eileen is doing a Bible Study via Zoom on Tuesdays
at 11:30 and 6:30. If you would like to participate, please
let the office or Pastor Eileen know.

Daily Devotions via Facebook

Daily Devotions—Pastor Eileen is doing Daily Devotions
every day (except Friday, her Sabbath) at 11:00 am on Facebook live on the churches Facebook page.

Sunday, June 21, 2020

A message from Pastor Eileen
The last time Trinity Lutheran Church had worship within the
walls of its building was Sunday, March 15. Our congregation
is a family, as I know is the truth for many other congregations. In this time apart, we have had some big moments in our
church life—Holy Week, Easter, Mother’s Day, the end of
Sunday School, Baccalaureate, Confirmation.
I have mourned that we haven’t done things like we usually do.
I think we all must give ourselves permission to mourn, to be
sad. Things are not the way we like it or are used to. It’s OK to
be sad or mad.
I hope you noticed that I didn’t say that we missed these moments. We have missed the way “things used to be,” but Holy
Week, Easter, Mother’s Day, the end of Sunday School, Graduate Blessings, and confirmation still happen. They weren’t
missed. They just happened in new ways.
I thank God for the internet and the ability to connect with one
another in new ways. It may seem a little odd at times; but that
is because it is new. I thank God for the connections made between friends and strangers to help. I thank God for telephone
calls, letters, and texts.
I miss many things. I miss hugs. I miss handshakes. I miss seeing smiles and friends. I miss praying in person with my brothers and sisters in Christ.
I am grateful for new blessings. I am grateful for opportunities
to worship together and study the word of God together in new
ways. I am grateful for all the people who have helped make
online worship work. I am grateful to our council and other
members who are helping us plan outside worship. I am grateful for the team of callers. I am grateful for our children and
older adults becoming pen pals in faith. I am grateful for texts
and calls of support that sometimes take the place of hugs.
I am most grateful for the opening up of Scripture. I had a colleague tell me when I was just starting, “You don’t know what
you don’t know.” I was a little annoyed by his comment. As a
new pastor, I thought I knew everything. I did not.

During this time of CoVid19 and stay safe orders, the
Word of God has opened to me in ways I never could
have imagined. God’s Word speaks to me more dramatically every day. I now understand, a little, what it means
to be in exile. I now can relate, in some ways, what it
means to be fearful of things I cannot control or see. I
now can feel God’s presence in my life and in the lives of
those around me so much stronger.
I pray that this is the same for you. I pray that in this particular time we can all see God’s presence and know that
God is at work with us and in us. I pray that you know
that you are enough…no matter what. I pray that you
know that God loves you.

FFF News
Day Camp is cancelled for this summer. Sad and frustrated is how we feel. But for the safety of all kids and
families, it was a wise decision. Okoboji Bible Camp
usually comes and runs our camp for a week. They have
also closed for the summer to help reduce the spread of
the virus. Like everything else we wait to see how the
virus will affect our Ministry at Trinity. We pray that all
are doing the Social Distancing and staying healthy.
Summer Splash is cancelled for this July. But put it on
your calendar for July 2021. As with everything else we
are taking precautions to keep our Trinity family safe and
healthy.
Many of us are tired of staying home and when going out
wearing a mask and keeping social distancing. I miss
our students on Sunday’s and Wednesday’s and pray that
they have been able to use the lessons and activities I’ve
been mailing out. (Who doesn’t like to get snail mail.)
Keep praying and know there is always a light at the tunnel.
Many Blessings,
Jill Hagen

Finance
Thank you!! That is all there is to say at this time, when we look at
Trinity’s current finances. When “this all” started we had conversations as to what may or may not happen financially with our
church, but thanks to our generous our worst fears have not come to
light. While we can’t meet, our mission is being funded well. We
have had a good number of members sign up of online giving, that
has increased monthly online donations by a good amount. Again,
the Finance Committee says Thank You for the support!!
Please consider setting up for online giving either on our website at
www.tlc-al.org or at http://myeoffering.com/. Maybe go and check
out http://myeoffering.com/ and set up an account just to check out
how easy it is to work with. You could ease into online giving after
checking out the features it offers. With our services broadcasting
live, this is a great option for our financial support of Trinity. Mailing checks (never cash) to the church at 501 S. Washington Ave is
an option too.
March financial overview: Total Receipts
$22,637.59
Total Disbursements $18,385.70
Cushion
$4,287.89
YTD financial overview:
s/ Chris Skogheim

Total Receipts
$93,566.53
Total Disbursements $92,605.25
Cushion
$961.28

Council President
I am composing this article on Sunday, May 24, 2020. This is
my third attempt at writing this since Thursday the 21st. It
seems lately that the guidance from federal and state leadership
changes on a daily basis. That has been the case in the last few
days.
Trinity Lutheran’s church council, Pastor Eileen, and the
rest of the staff are well aware how anxious everyone is to resume in person services and activities. However, at this time
we still will be taking a cautious approach in “opening” up the
physical church building.
We are in the planning stages for adding an outdoor parking
lot gathering May 31st. In addition, we hope to continue our
Facebook Sunday services and maybe offer a Wednesday evening outdoor time together. These are some of the options being
considered. The latest guidance effective 5/27/2020 will allow
outside faith-based services of up to 250 people. However, social distancing and facemasks will be required. We will also
refrain from group singing, and there will also be no sharing of
food or drink.
Feel free to share your ideas and input with your church
leadership. These are difficult times for everyone. We will
make adjustments to our practices as the situation evolves.
These things will not happen overnight, and worship as we
knew it may not happen for quite some time. The end result is
we want people to be safe and comfortable coming to church
again.
Blessings!
Ron Petersen

Trinity’s Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in Christ,
sustained by God’s Word, led by the Holy
Spirit and committed to God’s vision of caring!

Premises
Leland and Lowell have continued to sanitize the church a few
hours a week. Things like doorknobs, railings, bathrooms, handrails, etc. Even though the church is not being used much, we feel it
is important to keep sanitizing.
Three hand sanitizers on stands have been ordered and should arrive
soon. The plan is to install one at the main church entrance, one at
the south entrance, and one somewhere in Trinity Hall.
The sanitizers we ordered are touch less; sensor activated. This will
be much better than having a container that you have to touch to get
sanitizer.
Otherwise we have put all of our project ideas for the summer on
hold. Other than the sanitizers, we think it is best to not spend any
money now, and revisit these projects when things get back to normal.
I see Scott and the 3 G’s are taking care of the grass cutting and
yard maintenance. Thanks guys!
If you have any ideas or concerns you can contact, Jeff, Steve, or
any council member.
Take care of yourself and others.

Bible Trivia
Philippians 4:8 tells us to fix our thoughts on certain things. Which
of the following is not mentioned there?
A. Things that are true
B. Things that are exciting
C. Things that are lovely
D. Things that are right
Finish this verse: “I can do everything…” (Phil. 4:13)
A. Through him who gives me strength.
B. Because I believe in myself
C. With the support of faithful friends
D. Once I have my morning coffee
Who said it? “I will never fail you. I will never forsake you”
(Heb. 3:15)
A. Our spouses
B. Our church leaders
C. God
D. Paul
Finish this verse: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive
yourselves…” (James 1:22)
A. Preach it to others
B. Do what it says
C. Honor it with all your heart
D. Underline it

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
Undesignated
Carol Goldman
By Coreen Johnson
By Lola Eastlund
By John and Mary Peterson
By Jeff and Dori Schou
By Joan Mattick
By Lowell and Pauline Millhouse
By Erik and Dorothy Justesen
By Glen and LeAnn Juveland
By Eleanor Schou
By Barb Larson
By Bill Webster
By Allan and Nancy Halvorson
By Doris Hansen
By Leverne and Liz Skov
By Sue Fink
By Dale and Gloria Jensen
By John and Cheri Butler
By Mark and Sheila Jensen
By Gary and Katie Jacobsen
By Betty Kleinbeck
By Steve and Linda Olson
By Friends and Family
Dorothy Bjerke
By Eleanor Schou
Jacobsen Hall
Carol Goldman
By Mike and Andrea Jensen
Boiler
Carol Goldman
By Jan Drews
By Lyle Hinz

Wednesday Night Supper
Carol Goldman
By Jean Pestorious
By Barry and Donna Oliva
By Gloria Fitzgerald
By Marlene Wright
By Lance Skov
Office Equipment
Carol Goldman
By Lois Lunn
Jacobsen Hall
Myra Webster
By Jean Pestorious
General Improvements
Carol Goldman
By Flo Gilster
By Richard and Phyllis Tavis
By Marlin and Sharon Herfendal
Back Pack Program
Carol Goldman
By Earl and Gayle Neist
Bernard Falksen
By Earl and Gayle Neist

Alexi Heavner

602 Bridge Avenue, Albert Lea
College:
MSU-Mankato
Confirmation Bible Verse:
Proverbs 23:16-19
Favorite Trinity Memory:
The drive to mission trips. Being
stuck in a car for hours may not
sound fun but this the time during a
mission trip when everyone is excited and I get the chance to talk to
people that I don’t always get the
chance to see.

Riley Johnson

1625 Bunkerhill Rd., Albert Lea
College:
Winona
Confirmation Bible Verse:
Isaiah 41:10
Favorite Trinity Memory:
When I got to on the mission trip to
Cincinnati with my confirmation class.
I liked playing with the kids at the “Y”
and getting to go to Kings Island at the
end. But my favorite part was Pastors
crazy driving.

Sydney Nelson

24168 770th Avenue, Albert Lea
College:
Luther
Confirmation Bible Verse:
1 Corinthians 2:9
Favorite Trinity Memory:
Volunteering at Aebleskiver
breakfasts with my family.

Bailey Vinge

78839 State Hwy 251, Albert Lea
College:
University of Minnesota – Rochester
Confirmation Bible Verse:
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Favorite Trinity Memory:
Making and serving healthy fruit
and food during coffee hour for
confirmation.

Lily Vinge

78839 State Hwy 251, Albert Lea
College:
University of Minnesota – Rochester
Confirmation Bible Verse:
Matthew 7:13-14
Favorite Trinity Memory:
Helping in the kitchen with
preparing and serving for soup &
pie suppers, Aebleskiver, and
breakfasts.
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