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 Worship Services 
9:00 AM, Sundays 

5:30 PM, Wednesdays 
Holy Communion at all services.  

Aebleskiver Brunch 
 

Sunday, January 26 
 

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
Trinity Hall  

 
 

Menu 

Aebleskivers  

(Round Danish pancakes, like little clouds from heaven) 

Eggs, Sausage 

Coffee, Juice, Milk 

 
Free –will offering 

Proceeds to capital improvement fund. 
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MN Adult & Teen Challenge 
 

Inspiring Choir composed of teens and 
adults recovering from  major drug and 

alcohol addictions. 
 

MN Adult & Teen Challenge  will make their annual visit to 
Trinity on Sunday, January 12.  
 

Our schedule for the day includes: 
 

Worship leadership at 9:00 AM.  Music done by the choir and 
will be accompanied by inspiring student stories of their deliv-
erance from addiction by the power and forgiveness of God.   
 

Open conversation for Confirmation students, senior high 
and adults at 10:30 AM in Trinity Hall. All are welcome.  
Bring a friend with you! 
 

Potluck Dinner at 11:30 AM.  Please bring a large dish to 
share. 

On Jan. 12, we celebrate when Jesus was bap-
tized in the Jordan River by John the Baptist. 
On this day, we will also celebrate and remem-
ber our baptisms (especially those who have 
been baptized in the past year). We pray many 
of our newly baptized will join us in worship. 
We will have a little gift to share with them.  

Trinity Book Club 

Monday, January 20th | 6:30 PM | Fireside Room 

Our January Mentor Event will be on Sunday, Jan. 12  
after Teen Challenge. We will be discussing Christian  
Disciplines. 

Calling all Youth Mission Trip Participants…We will 
meet at 11:30 on Jan. 5 in the Confirmation Center to discuss 
fundraising. It is a must to see you there! 



 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 19, 2019, 11:30 AM 
 

Business items will include, but not be limited to: 
 

 Receiving of minutes and reports of standing committees and 
organizations. 

 

 Approving an operating budget for 2020 
 

 Elections of Councilors and other leadership positions 
 

 Goal-setting for 2020 and beyond. 
 

All active, confirmed members of Trinity are encouraged to be in 
attendance to give their voice and vote to these  
matters. Confirmation students and their families are  
encouraged to attend.   

Scholarship Applications 
 

We are currently accepting scholarship applications for the 2020-
2021 school year.   
 

There are scholarships available for traditional and non-traditional 
students.  Letters will go out to Trinity’s current graduating seniors, 
so be on the lookout for those.  The due date for all applications is 
March 19, 2020 by Noon.  You may also get one from the church 
office or on the website at www.tlc-al.org (Downloadable Forms).  
 

If you have any questions feel free to contact the 2020-2021  
Scholarship Committee. 
2020-2021 Scholarship Committee 
Cheri Butler, Chairperson 
Ashley Hovendick, Gayle Neist, and Council Member at Large  

 6th-9th Grade Sunday Ministry (10:30-11:30) 

Jan. 5                 The Whole       

Jan. 12               6+ Speaking of Faith – Teen Challenge – 
Come hear stories of hope from former addicts. 

Jan. 19               6+ Speaking of Faith –  
Congregational Meeting – Learn the “government” of the 

church 
Jan. 26                 6+ Servant Event –  

Cookie making for First Responders 



Greeting Cards 
We are taking used greeting cards to the Senior Center where new 
cards are made.  Entire card, please.  Your personal writing will 
not show.  They are not accepting Christmas cards because they 
have plenty.  Thank you! 

Trinity Lutheran Church Women  
By Linda Olson and LeAnn Juveland 

Colossians 3:13 
“Be gentle and ready to forgive; never hold grudges. Remember, 

the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”  
Many of us live with a list, written in our minds if not on paper, of peo-
ple we believe have wronged, hurt, misused, misjudged, or mistreated us 
or others. Sometimes there are no specific names, just generalized feel-
ings of bitterness or anger that erupt in unpredictable ways. We live in a 
world in which people can do horrific things to one another. THERE IS 
NOT EVEN ONE OF US WHO DOES NOT HAVE SOMETHING TO 
FORGIVE, AS WELL AS SOME THINGS FOR WHICH WE NEED 
FORGIVENESS. An unforgiving spirit inspires war, traumatizes entire 
nations, destroys marriages, divides families, ruins friendships, splits 
churches and divides and poisons communities, along with all of this 
being very personal.  
 

“Unforgiveness is a jumble of emotions. Resentment, hostility, hatred, 
bitterness, simmering anger and low-level fear interlace in the tapestry 
of forgiveness.” Everett Worthington 
 

As this New Year of 2020 begins, let us all consider what God wants us 
to do in regard to forgiving and being forgiven. 
 

Upcoming Events 
TLCW Board Meeting   Tues., Jan. 7 at 9:30 am 
 

Workshop for TLCW Officers  Tues., Jan. 7 at 1:30 pm 
 

Sewing Day    Wed., Jan. 8, at 9:00 am 
                                                            All our welcome to join in. 
Mary Circle    Tues., Jan. 14 at 1:30 pm 
 
 

Deborah and Elizabeth Circles Wed., Jan. 22 at 9:30 am 
 

Eunice and Lois Circles   Wed., Jan. 22 at 2:00 pm 
 

Just a reminder that the Women of the ELCA 11th Triennial Gath-
ering is July 16-19, 2020 in Phoenix AR and all women of our 
church are invited to participate. Registration $325 prior to January 
6, after that it is $375 and there is $650 reimbursement available to 
each woman who would like to go to help with registration, airfare 
or hotel. Registration and information are on the table outside of the 
office, you can also register at welca.org for more information.   
 

God’s Blessings on our Church, Families, Community and Nation in this 
New Year of 2020! 



  Sunday, January 5, 2020 
Second Sunday of Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14  
Joy at the gathering of God’s scattered flock 
Sirach 24:1-12 (alternate) 
Wisdom lives among God’s people 
Psalm 147:12-20  
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zi-
on. (Ps. 147:12)  
Wisdom 10:15-21 (alternate) 
We sing, O Lord, to your holy name. (Ws. 10:20)  
Ephesians 1:3-14  
The will of God made known in Christ 
John 1:[1-9] 10-18  
God with us: the incarnation of the Word 
 

Sunday, January 12, 2020 
Baptism of Our Lord / Lectionary 1 
Isaiah 42:1-9  
The servant of the Lord brings justice 
Psalm 29  
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)  
Acts 10:34-43  
Jesus’ ministry after his baptism 
Matthew 3:13-17  
Revelation of Christ as God’s servant 
 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
Second Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 2, Year A 
Isaiah 49:1-7  
The servant brings light to the nations 
Psalm 40:1-11  
I love to do your will, O my God. (Ps. 40:8)  
1 Corinthians 1:1-9  
Paul’s greeting to the church at Corinth 
John 1:29-42  
Revelation of Christ as the Lamb of God 
 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 
Third Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 3, Year A 
Isaiah 9:1-4  
Light shines for those in darkness 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9  
The Lord is my light and my salvation. (Ps. 27:1)  
1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
Appeal for unity in the gospel 
Matthew 4:12-23  
Revelation of Christ as a prophet 



A message from Pastor Eileen 

“Vision 2020” 
 

 Do you remember when the year 2020 seemed so far away? The 
year 2020 was the subject of science fiction books. There would be space 
travel. We were promised flying cars. Things would be more civilized in 
the future; but the future is now. 
 

 When I was in seminary, it seemed that every congregation I 
knew had a Long Range Vision process called Vision 2020. As we get 
closer to 2020, I wonder how those congregations are doing. Were their 
goals achieved? Did their dreams come true? Are they still looking for-
ward with the guidance of the Holy Spirit? 
 Vision 2020 has come to Trinity. There is nothing we can do to 
stop it. There is a lot we can do to build up the Kingdom of God in our 
little part of the world.  
 

 We love God and love others when we serve our neighborhood 
through our Wednesday ministry. We provide good meals with good fel-
lowship. Our children receive Christian Education. Groups of people 
meet to grow in faith and knowledge. Our choirs prepare to praise God 
with song. For our Vision 2020, I believe we need to look at more grants 
and utilizing Channel One food programs. We need to look at new ways 
to serve our community.  
  

 We love God and love others through the ministries of our con-
gregation. Quilts are made and the Bible is studied. This is just a little of 
what our TLCW does. Our men meet for fellowship and Bible study eve-
ry week. Thursday Bible Study is a blessing for me and I hope those who 
attend. In Vision 2020, we hope to build upon these ministries. It is my 
hope that we can start a fellowship time for our seniors on at least a 
monthly basis. 
 

 We love God and love others through our worship. It is in the 
Word of God and in the Sacraments that we are grounded in our faith. 
We can do nothing without first going to God and thanking God. For Vi-
sion 2020, I pray that our worship become more vibrant. I pray that we 
become more passionate about worship.  
 

We love God and love others by teaching the Good News. Our 
Family and Children Ministries are gaining momentum. Please continue 
to pray for these ministries and for our families and children.  

 

We love God and love others by sharing of our gifts and talents. 
Our ALL IN 2019 Stewardship Campaign went well. This was the first 
year of starting a habit of stewardship. Trinity is very generous. Our 
Spiritual Discipline of Generosity grows when we connect it to the love 
of God. 

 

I have three challenges for the family of God at Trinity Lutheran 
Church. 



 

In my ministry, regular worship attendance has gone 
from every Sunday to once a month. I challenge you to become 
more regular in worship. We all know what a blessing it is to 
start the week with worship. I also challenge you to invite oth-
ers to worship. I know this can be tricky and scary to some, but 
this is what we are called to do as followers of Christ. 

 

Finally, I challenge you to get more involved in one of 
Trinity’s ministries. If you’re already active in a ministry, how 
could you help that ministry more with the gifts that God has 
given you? What ministries could use your special gifts? What 
ministries are lacking at Trinity…but you know just the right 
person to do it?  

 

In conclusion, I thank the staff of Trinity Lutheran 
Church. We get a lot done and have fun. This year has been a 
year of illness and accidents for our staff. I pray that 2020 sees 
us all well to do the work of God in this place. 

 

I cannot have a yearend report without thanking my 
family. Steven, Jacobi, and Martin are my constants in a world 
that is always changing. Thank you for your giggles and cud-
dles. 

 

God bless you all.  

Do you make an annual list of New Year’s resolutions? If you 
do, are you able to keep them for more than just a few days or 
months? Here are some things on my 2020 list: 
 

Reconnect with old friends and mend family relationships  

Practice “random acts of kindness” 

Volunteer and reach out to more people 

Invite someone to church 

Make time for devotions  

Thank God every day for the things He has provided  
   for me 
 

What is on your 2020 list? Make it a great new year! 
 

Ron Petersen 

Council President 



Records from November & December 2019 
 

Average Attendance 
 

November 
Sundays:  146     Wednesdays:  11 

 

December 
 Sundays:  157     Wednesdays: 9 

 

 

Attendance 
Christmas Eve: 4:30 PM:  229 
Christmas Eve:  9:00 PM:  54 

Christmas Day:  43 
 

Funerals 
Don Johnson 

 

2020, that seems crazy to say, but here we are in a new decade. 
Looking ahead to 2020 the finance committee will plug along as 
we do, but this year we are setting a goal in reducing costs of the 
paper goods we purchase. We will be looking into format changes 
for the church newsletter and working to implement an increase in 
members who receive the newsletter electronically. We look for-
ward to this task as paper costs have gone up around 30%. 
 

I want to start out 2020 by informing members again of the online 
giving option we have at Trinity, I believe it has been an option for 
5 years now. Last year was the first year we used http://
myeoffering.com/ for online giving. My Eoffering has a much 
lower cost to use than our last provider. I will be creating a video 
to demonstrate the ease of use for My Eoffering. Once set up, you 
can place an empty envelope with ONLINE GIVING written on it 
in the offering plate.   
 

I would also like to remind everyone of the 2020 Annual Meeting 
at 11:30 on January 19th. 
 

November financial overview: Total Receipts
 $20,609.27 
 Total Disbursements $19,968.64 
 Cushion $640.63 
 

YTD financial overview: Total Receipts $237,348.89 
 Total Disbursements $252,241.43 
 (Shortfall)  ($14,892.54) 
s/ Chris Skogheim 

Finance 

http://myeoffering.com/
http://myeoffering.com/


Family Faith Formation 

What Will Your Church Look Like In 30 Years 
 

I have been asked over the years, “What will your church look like 
in the future?”  Interesting question.  The doomsayers say that by 
2050 there will only be 66,000 baptized members in the ELCA; cur-
rently there is a little over 3.3 million baptized members.  Keep in 
mind only around 22% of the baptized members attend worship 
every Sunday.  So, if Trinity follows the statistics you will be wor-
shipping in 2050 with only 2 other people. 
 

What to do…   
Have faith.   
Inspire faith in others by sharing how faith has brought meaning, 

purpose, identity and community into your life.   
We need to make it clear what our theological identity and core val-

ues are.  Remember our Mission statement.  Our mission is 
what sets us apart from other social, cultural and/or community 
service organizations.  We need to convey how our Christian 
practices make a difference in people’s lives. 

Help instill and encourage the basic practices of being a Christian in 
others – prayer, scripture study, service and reconciliation. 

Innovation, the adoption of new practices with our church’s lan-
guage and style.  The Reformation wasn’t the end to all, we 
need to reevaluate the way in which God’s teachings is told.  It 
needs to be expressed in ways so disciples can adopt the teach-
ings into their daily lives. 

 

The list above is not unobtainable.  We are headed in the right di-
rection.  Our Faith Milestones is a good example of this; it was de-
signed to bring faith practices back into the homes.  We just need to 
get better at implementing what we already have and are doing. 
 

Please check the bulletins, newsletters, Facebook, and the oppor-
tunity table for the many things happening in the church throughout 
the coming months. 
 

It’s hard to worship alone, I’ll see you in church… 
 

Quote for the month: “God is not calling us to go to church; he is 
calling us to be his church, the hope of the world.” – Craig 
Groeschel 
 

Blessings,  
s/ Corky Stanley  
On Behalf of the Family Faith Formation Committee 



Memorials Given in Loving Memory of... 

Undesignated 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Allan and Nancy Halvorsen 
   By Erik and Dorothy Justesen 
   By Brent and Linda Bergland 
   By Lowell and Pauline Millhouse 
   By Steve and Linda Olson 
   By Clarence and Lavonne Eggers 
   By Bill Webster 
   By Marvin and Laurie Hovendick 
   By Eleanor Schou 
   By Connie and Brian Heavner 
   By Jeremy and Charla DePoppe 
   By Chris and Mary Emery 
   By Todd and Julie Heavner 
   By Scott and Cindy Golbuff 
   By Earl and Gayle Neist 
   By Fern Rockwell 
   By Jeff and Kim Nelson 
   By Joan Mattick 
   By Mary Ann Martinson 
   By Gary and Katie Jacobsen 
   By Joe and Marcia Sczublewski 
   By Glen and LeAnn Juveland 
   By Daryl and Jo Meyer 
   By Barb Larson 
   By Friends and Family 
   By Pay Hanson 
   By Trinity Altar Guild 
 

Elaine Struck 
   By Pat Hanson 
 

 Ernestine Green 
   By Pat Hanson 
 

General Improvements 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Dick and Phyllis Tavis 
 

Youth Mission Trip 
Ken Petersen 
   By Ron Petersen 

Jacobsen Hall 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Jean Pestorious 
   By Charlotte Vinge 
 

Wednesday Night Supper 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Virginia Plantage 
   By Sue Fink 
   By Jan Drews 
  

Jean Treinen 
   By Tom and Jody Nygaard 
 

 Kitchen 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Leverne and Liz Skov 
 

 Elevator 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Florence Gilster 
 

Roof Repair 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Barry and Donna Oliva 
   By Myron and Marlys Jensen 
 

Berthelsen Scholarship 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Scott and Ann Goodmanson 
   By Erna Berthelsen 
   By Beverly Jackson-Cotter 
 

Trinity Altar Guild 
Verlaine Williams 
   By Shorty and Nancy Jensen 
 

Angel Tree 
Wally Fink 
   By Sue Fink 
 

Undesignated 
Ken Petersen 
   By Friends and Family 
   By Allan and Nancy Halverson 
   By Mary Ann Martinson 
   By Eleanor Schou 
   By Joe and Marcia Sczublewski 



DARTBALL 
 

As you walk into the church this time of the year before Christmas, 
you may notice an excitement in the air. Yes, it is Advent season. The 
decorations, the colorful Christmas trees, the special music, the special 
services all are an exciting part of Advent. The other excitement in the 
air is Dartball season has started. The team has been practicing on Sun-
day afternoons and has played Monday night games since November. 
We are off to a good start. 
 

Monday 11/25 we traveled to Ascension for the first 3 games of the 
season. We scored 6 runs in each of the first 2 games but lost both 
those games. The final game we scored 7 runs and won that game. As-
cension is the top team in the league, so we felt good about taking one 
game from them. Clarence batted .500 that night to help seal the win. 
 

The following Monday we hosted United Methodist for 3 games. We 
scored 8 runs in each game and won all 3 games. Roy Bremseth bat-
ted .600 that evening to help with the wins. 
 

We then traveled to First Lutheran for our next games. We only scored 
9 total runs for the evening, but it was enough to win all 3 games. ( 1st 
only scored 3 total runs). Glen hit well and Darryl had a triple in the 
final game to help with the win.  
 

On our final games before Christmas break, we traveled to Glenville. 
We started playing 1 hour late, at 8:30 because of a high school Christ-
mas concert. We scored total 31 runs that evening and won all 3 
games. The second game was the exciting one. We were behind 6 to 4 
in the bottom of the 7th inning. We scored 3 runs and won that game 7 
to 6. Steve, Paul, Roy, and Glen all had hits to score the final 3 runs for 
the win. Roy batted .642 for the night and Darryl had another triple. 
 

So, going into the break we are 10 wins and 2 losses in the standings. 
Our next games are January 6 when we host Conger Bear Lake. We’ll 
try to keep that little extra excitement in the halls of Trinity. 
 

Steve Olson, Captain   

    Birthday Card Shower 
 

 Alice will turn 100 on January 13th.  
         You can send cards to: 
  

              Alice Dugan 
          713 Cedar Avenue 
        Albert Lea, MN  56007 






