Trinity Lutheran Church
January 2015 Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

MINNESOTA TEEN
CHALLENGE CHOIR
Inspiring Choir composed of teens and adults recovering from major drug
and alcohol addictions.
Minnesota Teen Challenge will make their annual visit to Trinity on
Sunday, January 18.
Our schedule for the day includes:
Worship leadership at 9:00 AM. Music done by the choir will be accompanied by inspiring student stories of their deliverance from addiction by the
power and forgiveness of God.
Open conversation for Confirmation students, senior high and adults
at 10:30 AM in Trinity Hall. All are welcome. Bring a friend with you!
Potluck Dinner at 11:30 AM. Please bring a large dish to share.
The mission of Teen Challenge is to provide rehabilitation for adults and
teens whose problems are so serious they can no longer function in social,
family, and work settings, and to help them become mentally sound, emotionally balanced, socially adjusted, physically well, and spiritually alive.

Potluck

with Minnesota Teen Challenge
Sunday, January 18, 11:30 AM
(following Sunday school and Bible Study)
Bring a large dish to share.
Then stay for The Annual Church Meeting.

Sunday, January 18, 2015, 1:00 PM
Business items will include, but not be limited to:


Receiving of minutes and reports of standing committees and organizations 2015 operating budget approved.



Elections of Councilors and other leadership positions



Goal-setting for 2015 and beyond.

All active, confirmed members of Trinity are encouraged to be in
attendance to give their voice and vote to these matters. Confirmation
students and their families will also be in attendance.

Nominations Committee Report
The Nominations Committee for the 18 January 2015 Annual Congregational
Meeting of Trinity Lutheran Church of Albert Lea submits the following full
slate of nominees for the vacancies available (* indicates incumbent):
Six 3-year terms:
Gloria Fitzgerald*
Cheryl Enderson*
Kelly Gleason*
Verlaine Williams*
Linda Bergland
Todd Heavner

Two 2-year terms:
Andrea Jensen*
Darcy Nielsen

One 1-year term:
Corky Stanley

NOTE: Items for the Annual Report are due Fri., January 2.
Organizations need to include beginning balances, money spent, money
received, ending balance, as well as officers.
Thank You!

Pastor’s Note
Dear People of Trinity,
Merry Christmas!...and peaceful greetings.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. … And the Word became
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth. … From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. (Saint John 1. 1-5, 14, 16)
These are the opening words of the Gospel According to Saint John. This gospel account has no birth narrative of our Lord Jesus. Instead, John used language with special meaning for both Greek and Jewish readers. In Greek philosophy, “word” (logos) was a key term, often referring to the power of reason
undergirding all of creation. For Jews, too, “word” had great significance, recalling the beginning of creation when God spoke words – his word – that
brought everything into being; a word that would also transform his people. Yet
Saint John’s meaning passed well beyond the Greek and Jewish ideas. A
young girl, eight years of age, expressed it well. When asked why Jesus was
called the “Word of God,” she said, “Because Jesus is all God wanted to say.”
Saint Luke wrote the lovely words of the beloved Christmas story that is most
remembered by us (with elements of the Gospel According to Saint Matthew
brought in). Luke has the call for a census and Mary and Joseph’s difficult journey to Bethlehem, the stable, the angels, the shepherds, and Mary “pondering”
the meaning of the wondrous birth. Matthew adds the episode of the visit of the
Magi (the “wise men”). Beautiful stories, to be sure. But it is left to John to lift us
from the lovely sentiment of our human hearts to the heights of heaven and the
glorious intent of God – from the fullness of God we have all received grace
heaped upon grace! This grace of God is nothing other than or less than our
salvation!

continued to the next page

Pastor’s article continued...
As finite human beings, we are using the finite limitation of human words
to describe the expansive unknown-ability of God. Such truth is probably
best left to the hymn-writers, artists and poets among us to carry us beyond our finite limits. Thus we have the beauty of Saint John … and such
hymns as:
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly-minded,
for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descending
comes our homage to demand.
O come, let us worship our God! There is no other fitting response to
such Godly love and grace.
Thanks be to God!

s/ Pr. Curtis Zieske

Effective January 1, 2015, we have several new ushers on various shifts.
We are in need of additional volunteers to serve as ushers.
If you would like to help and be placed on a specific shift, please contact
Bob Goldman at 373-9197 or the Church office at 373-2466. Thank you!

Attention Ushers:
Dues for 2015 are $5.00. Please pay to Bob Goldman or to the Church
office. Thanks in advance.

Grace is a member of Trinity and was confirmed on
October 27, 2013.

Aebleskiver Brunch
Sunday, February 1
(following Worship)

10:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Trinity Hall
Menu
Aebleskivers
(Round Danish pancakes, like a little baseball)

Sausage
Coffee, Juice, Milk

Free –will offering
Proceeds to be determined
Watch for sign-up sheets for ways to help on the Opportunity Table.

Note from the Family Faith Formation Coordinator
In January, I will be providing resources and helping to develop some learning opportunities centered on faith practices in the home. First we will be looking at FAITH5 from
Faith Inkubators. The FAITH5 helps to connect church to home, faith to life, and family
members in a powerful way. In each congregation the format will look slightly different,
but the five steps of the FAITH5 are the same.
The practice of FAITH5 is simple, easy, and takes only a small amount of time. It is
easy to tailor to your needs, whether your family consists of 1 or 10, young or old.
Please keep in mind that “family” does not only mean those related to you by blood or
marriage; in Christ, we are all family. There is no special equipment needed, though
after you do the five steps a few times, you will most likely want to have a Bible with
you and have a verse ready to use for Step Two.
One particular guideline is very important. While together, sharing in the FAITH5,
please be accepting of other’s words as they share. Judging another as we do this will
make it hard for them to participate and feel safe to share again.
Step One is to Share. Share the highs and lows of your day. Each person names some
good and bad experience from the day. If you can’t think of a personal one, you could
always check out the news; this helps to teach compassion for the wider world.
Step Two is to Read. Read a verse from your Bible. In the beginning, or if you have
very small children, you may want to start out with each person simply sharing their
favorite story from the Bible. There are resources available with verses each day for
devotional material. I will be finding the best way to have these resources available to
everyone. Or you may simply choose your own.
Step Three is to Talk. Talk about how the verse you chose to read, or the story you
chose to tell about, relates back to the highs and lows from Step One. Talk about the
verse or story a little bit. What does it mean in your own words? Give each person a
chance to contribute to the conversation.
Step Four is to Pray. Pray for one another’s highs and lows, for your family, and for the
world. You can simply talk to God. A short simple model for this is to thank Jesus for
the highs from the day, ask the Holy Spirit for help and support for the lows from the
day, and close in Jesus name. Prayers that are simple, honest, and spoken to God
from the heart are very powerful. Also remember that silence in the midst of prayer is
okay too.
Step Five is to Bless. Bless one another. Have each person trace the sign of the cross
on another’s forehead or the palm of their hand as a reminder that he or she belongs to
God and to one another as a fellow family member. Speak words of blessing that can
be as simple as, “You are a child of God, Jesus loves you and so do I.”
These steps of the FAITH5 are a powerful way to connect with your family. I encourage
you to start using them tonight with your spouse, your children, a friend or fellow congregation member who would like to have someone to pray with and bless. Using these
practices gives us all a strong connection between church and home, between our faith
and our life.
Your Sister in Christ, Sister Shana Williams
sistershanawilliams@gmail.com — 507-473-5123

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
Bev Jackson Cotter & Barb Larson
“She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.”
Proverbs 31:20

You are invited…..2015 promises to be a year of change at Trinity Lutheran
Church with the retirement of Pastor Zieske and the addition of Shana Williams,
the new Family Faith Formation Coordinator. We don’t know how this may or
may not affect the work of the Trinity Lutheran Women, but “rolling with the
punches” seems to be one of our talents. Please mark the following dates on
your calendars and step up to the plate and volunteer. It’s surprising what you
can do with the help and advice of experienced “experts” helping you.
The TLCW Officer Workshop will be held on Monday, January 6 at 1:30
p.m. On that day, letters will be prepared for mailing to all of the women of the
church inviting you to participate in the monthly Mission Circle Bible Studies.
When you receive your letter, please consider becoming more involved with
your Circle. It’s the opportunity to place names with faces, to connect with other
church members, and to become closer to your church family.
On Wednesday, January 14, we will be hosting a planning meeting for the
WELCA-BERC (Women of the ELCA-Blue Earth River Council) organizers.
The spring conference will be held at Trinity on Saturday, April 11 cohosted by Oakland Lutheran WELCA. The January meeting will consist of
program and music discussions and logistics planning, finding convenient areas
for registration tables, display spaces, meeting areas, etc. The conference
promises to be a fun and inspiring day, and it is exciting to be hosting the event.
Dates to Remember:
Tues. Jan. 6, 9:30 a.m.
Tues. Jan. 6, 1:30 p.m.

TLCW Board meeting
TLCW Workshop
(Circle chairs remember to bring mailing labels)

Wed. Jan. 8, 9 a.m.
Sewing Day
Tues. Jan. 20, 6 p.m.
Mary Circle
Wed. Jan. 21, 9:30 a.m. Deborah & Elizabeth Circles
Wed. Jan 21, 2 p.m.
Eunice & Lois Circles
If there were no Trinity Lutheran Church Women…
10. Who would serve Sunday morning coffee after the church
services?
11. Who would support St. John’s by serving coffee, escorting, and
programs?
12. Who would host the spring BERC conference?

TLCW Board Meeting
Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at 9:30 AM

TLCW Workshop
Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at 1:30 PM
Circle chairs please remember to bring mailing labels.

Correction to the Cookbook
Page 19 — Cranberry Coleslaw by Jan Drews
*Please change the amount of bacon
1 16 oz pkg coleslaw mix
4 green onions chopped
1 pkg Ramen noodles (don't use the seasoning), break up the dried noodles
*1 2.5 oz pkg Hormel crumbled bacon
1/2 c dried cranberries
Mix all together, then mix together the following dressing ingredients and add:
Dressing:
1/2 c Miracle whip salad dressing
1/3 c sugar
3 T vinegar
Mix all together and refrigerate.

Dartball
Another dartball season started the end of November and your Trinity dartball team
is off to a fairly good start. The first games of the season were played at LunderRound Prairie on November 25th. We started out hot and scored 18 runs to win the
first game. We then lost the next 2 games by just a couple of runs. They were close
games. We then played First Presbyterian the following week. We did better that
night and won 2 of 3 games. We lost the 2nd game by 1 run. It was a fun night. We
then traveled to United Methodist on December 8th. We won all 3 games from them,
but the 2nd game we won by one run, so it was a close one. On December 15th
Crossroads came to Trinity. We always have fun playing against them and are very
evenly matched. The first game went into extra innings and they won it by one run.
The second game we won and the third game again went into extra innings, with
Crossroads winning that one. So going into the Christmas break, we are at 7 wins
and 5 losses.
Members of the Trinity team this season are: Scott Stolaas, Clarence Eggers, Ralph
Wangen, Doug Ruble, Jerome Wuerflein, Darryl Meyer, Bruce Stolaas, Matt Cheever, Alex Colvin, Dick Mucha, Glen Juveland, and Steve Olson. Win or lose, we always have fun playing dartball.
Steve Olson, captain

Church Council Reports
NOTES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Our annual meeting of the congregation is scheduled to be held on Sunday, January 18, 2015. This is the third
Sunday in January. It will likely be at 1:00 p.m. as it has in the last couple of
years. Please note the date for your calendar. Please attend the annual meeting if you are a congregation member.
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: The nominations committee has been successful in their endeavors for nominations for church council positions. There are
six positions for three year terms, two positions for two year terms and one
position for a one year term. Most of the nominations are present council
members or members who have served on council in previous years. When
the names were read at our last council meeting, my first reaction or thought
was “awesome”. We are very fortunate to have such a dedicated group of
nominees, especially with Pastor Zieske’s planned retirement, the two other
retirements that have occurred in the last two years and the changes that have
been made and the changes that will be made as a result of the retirements.
Thank you to those willing to have their name placed on the ballot for church
council. Thank you to the nominations committee for your willingness to serve
on this committee with your time and talents and for coming up with a full slate
of candidates.
REQUEST TO CONGREGATION MEMBERS: I ask all congregation members
to consider how or what they may be willing to do to use their talents in volunteer service to our church. There as so many ways that you can volunteer on a
one time basis or on a continuing basis.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND THANK YOU: Thank you to all congregation
members who continually or once in a while, volunteer their time and talents to
our church. You are making a difference in the lives of our youth and other
congregation members.
s/ Allan L. Halvorsen

Worship and Music Committee
I always seem to start this Jan. newsletter with ‘Thank-yous’ and that is because we at Trinity have the very best volunteers ever! This time I am starting
with all the wonderful helpers we had the night after Thanksgiving, as one person said who had never been there for this before, WOW, I had no idea how
many things there are to put up and that it was pretty overwhelming. Well, that’s
why our volunteers are the best, because they look at all those totes and start
emptying them and away we go. This year we need to first ‘Thank’ Ann Goodmanson for making all the new red bows, they just add so much, nice to have
talented people here. Then to my list of helpers, Mike Jensen, Ron Petersen,
Gloria Fitzgerald, Kelly Gleason, Cheryl Enderson and joining us this year because of being asked, Donna Oliva and Gavin Lawrence. What a great group
and that Gavin would go any place and do anything we asked, it’s great to be
young. Of course, I again have to ‘Thank’ my pal Greg Andersen for all his hard
work getting all these things out for us, not an easy task.
We need to ‘Thank’ Kelly’s Sunday School class for the wonderful drawings
they have done on our Advent bulletins. It just adds a lot and we appreciate
them. The people who have done the Children’s sermons are doing an outstanding job. It is so fun to watch all the children and there have been many,
listen and participate, so kudos to Verlaine, Coreen, Cheyenne and there is still
one to go, I will mention next month.
We are so Blessed with talent at Trinity, the music has been breathtaking, Nancy does a fabulous job of finding just the right pieces for this time of year. The
Trinity Choir, the Gospel singers, Cheri Butler sharing on the keyboard, the
Chime Choir, it has all been just the best. Take a second and tell them all how
much you appreciate their talents, they all need to hear that.
I want to take a minute to ‘Thank’ our great Church Council for again this year
hosting our soup, sandwich and dessert which we had after our Thanksgiving
Eve service. It is a lot of fun and we seem to work pretty well together. Everyone enjoyed the food and fellowship and that’s what it’s about.
Last and surely not least, this committee wants to ‘Thank’ our wonderful staff,
starting with Pastor Z., Deb, Nancy, Greg and Leland for all the extras that happen this time of year that the rest of us don’t even know about or just take for
granted. We truly appreciate all you do.
Our next meeting is Tues. Jan. 6th @ 5:30PM, please join us with any positive
ideas you have.
‘Come, let us sing to the Lord let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation’
Psalm 95.1
s/Andrea Jensen, Chair

Life & Missions Committee
We are happy to report all the cookbooks are sold. Thanks to all who purchased them, sent in recipes, typed them into the proper format, and all the
good comments on the cover and the added features. A BIG thanks to Darcy
Nielsen for heading up and following through on this project.
Thanks to all who cooked and helped serve at the December 15th Loaves and
Fishes. This is one of the worthwhile parts of our congregations mission to
help when we can and enjoy the fellowship at the same time.
Our hope is that our December 21st Brunch was well attended and enjoyed by
all. Supporting the Angel Tree Program is another great mission for Trinity to
take part in.
Our upcoming event is the Teen Challenge visit in January. Again, we will
have a potluck dinner.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday, January 6, 2015 at 5:30 PM.

s/Jean Pestorious

God has given each of us different gifts and talents in order to
complete the ministry we are called to do. Each of us is needed.
The following Service ministry groups are looking for volunteers.
Group
Ushers
Altar Guild
Flower Committee
Communion Assistants
Greeters
Nursery
Sunday Drivers
Sunday Screen

Contact Person
Bob Goldman
Carla Johnson
Donna Oliva
Joyce Hoium
Cheryl Enderson
Shirley Kallberg
Mary Roozenboom
Deb Lawrence
Carla Johnson

373-9197
383-6735
377-1368
373-4196
373-4828
373-1250
377-1374
373-2466
383-7635

STEWARDSHIP 101
Stewardship is about more than money, but it is not only about money. Your use
of money and all your possessions is an important part of being a follower of
Jesus. The term has evolved to describe anyone who is the keeper of another
person’s possessions. Steward describes our relationship with God the creator.
All that we are and all that we have, come from God as blessings. It is our responsibility to care for and use these blessings wisely. This includes our time,
relationships, talents, passions, energy, lifestyle, the environment and money.
As we begin 2015, let each of us review what stewardship means to us in our
daily lives.
Excerpt from Stewardship 101 – ELCA Program Rediscover Macedonia

2014 CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
President
Secretary

Allan Halvorsen
Andrea Jensen

Vice President Jean Pestorious
Treasurer
Ron Petersen

Family Faith Formation Team
Meeting: Sun., Jan. 4, after Worship
Allan Halvorsen ............ 2016
* Annette Hanson ............ 2016
Hanna Kingstrom ......... 2016
Mary Ness .................... 2017

Premises
Meeting: Sun., Jan., 4, 10:15 am
Kelly Gleason……….2015
Carla Johnson …….2017
* Bob Yaw…………….2016

Finance
Meeting: Tues., Jan., 6, 4:00 pm
Kim Nelson ................... 2015
* Ron Petersen ............... 2017
Chris Skogheim ............ 2016

Worship & Music
Meeting: Tues., Jan. 6, 5:30 pm
Cheryl Enderson……..2015
Gloria Fitzgerald……..2015
* Andrea Jensen……….2015

Life & Missions
Meeting: Tues., Jan. 6, 5:30 pm
Corwin Johnson ............ 2017
* Jean Pestorious ............ 2016
Cheyenne Severtson .... 2017
Verlaine Williams .......... 2015

Note: * indicates
chair of committee

Please attend a meeting.
Everyone is welcome.

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
Improvements
JoAnn Golbuff
by Marlene Wright
by Leverne & Liz Skov
by Dale & Gloria Jensen
Office Equipment
JoAnn Golbuff
by Donald & Lois Lunn
by Brent & Linda Bergland
Kitchen Supplies
Winston Hamersly
by Harold & Pat Hanson
Youth Fund
Mark Heim
by Cornie & Gertrude Rietveld
by Barb Larson
ELCA Word Hunger
JoAnn Golbuff
by Don & Eleanor Schou
Van Fund
JoAnn Golbuff
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis

Organ Repair
JoAnn Golbuff
by Glen & LeAnn Juveland
Library Fund
JoAnn Golbuff
by Ron & Peggy Benson
Undesignated
JoAnn Golbuff
by Friends & Family
by Allan & Nancy Halvorsen
by Arlene Matson
by Earl & Gayle Neist
by Verlaine Williams
Elevator Repairs
Ethmer Wright
by Lois Circle
Berthelsen Scholarship
JoAnn Golbuff
by Barry & Donna Oliva
by Erna Berthelsen

From the December Records
Average December Worship Attendance
Sundays - 155
Wednesdays - 14
Funerals
Patricia Ferguson
JoAnn Golbuff

Preparing for Worship
Psalm

2nd Reading

Gospel

Psalm 147
12-20

Ephesians 1
3-14

John 1
[1-9], 10-18

Acts 19
1-7

Mark 1
4-11

Psalm 139
1-6, 13-18

1 Corinthians 6
12-20

John 1
43-51

Third Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 3
Jan. 25
Jonah 3
Psalm 65
1-5, 10
5-12

1 Corinthians 7

Mark 1

Date

1st Reading

Second Sunday of Christmas

Jan. 4

Jeremiah 31
7-14

Baptism of Our Lord—Lectionary 1

Jan. 11

Genesis 1
1-5

Psalm 29
1-7

Second Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 2

Jan. 18

1 Samuel 3
1-10 [11-20]

29-31

14-20
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Service Ministers
Ushers
Lyle Hinz
A. “Shorty” Jensen
Del Johnson
Glen Juveland
Jeff Nelson

Adam Nelson
Tom Nygaard
Steve Olson
Stan Opdahl

Altar Guild To help, call Carla Johnson, 383-6735.
Virginia Plantage

Katie Jacobsen

Flower Committee To help, call Donna Oliva, 377-1368, or Joyce Hoium 373-4196.
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Marlin & Sharon Herfendal
Dick & Phyllis Tavis
Lyle Hinz and Jan Drews
John & Cheri Butler

Communion Assistants To help, call Cheryl Enderson, 373-4828.
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Verlaine Williams, Allan Halvorsen, Andrea Jensen
Marlene Wright, Clarence & LaVonne Eggers
Annette Hansen, Annabell Christenson, Laurie Hovendick
Annabell Christenson, Cheryl Enderson, Verlaine Williams

Greeters To help, call Shirley Kallberg, 373-1250.
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

LeAnn Juveland, Bob and Pat Goldman
Joyce Hoium and Doris Hanson, Tim Malespy and Lorraine Malespy
Bob and Pat Goldman, Cathy Bock and Annabell Christenson
Cathy Bock and Annabell Christenson , Clarence and LaVonn Eggers
Acolytes To help, call Kelly Gleason, 369-3467.
January 4
Bailey Vinge, Lily Vinge, Taysha Sternhagen
January 11
Evan Kallberg, Brandon Colby, Carissa Nelson
January 18
Kaitlyn Hansen, Shelley Bush, Gavin Lawrence
January 25
Jacob Wyant, Anthony Fully, Aliyah Verness

Nursery To help, call Mary Roozenboom, 377-1374, or Laurie Hovendick, 256-7649.
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Heather Johnson
April Bighley, Sheila Jensen
Heather Johnson, Bailey Vinge, Lily Vinge
Laurie Hovendick

Drivers To help, call the church office, 373-2466.
January 4
January 11
January 18
January 25

Cliff Wuerflein 383-0720
Dave McPherson, 383-6351
Driver Needed
Nathan Johnson, 256-4634

