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February 2018
Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

Aebleskiver Brunch
Sunday, February 4
10:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Trinity Hall
Menu
Aebleskivers
(Round Danish pancakes, like little clouds from heaven)

Eggs, Sausage, Home-made Muffins
Coffee, Juice, Milk
Free–will offering
Proceeds will go towards the youth attending the ELCA
Youth convention this summer.

If you are available to help, there is a
sign-up sheet on the
opportunity table.

Trinity Serves at
Loaves & Fishes
in
February
Trinity will be serving at Loaves & Fishes on Mondays in
February. If you would like to help cook and/or serve
there is a sign-up sheet on the opportunity table.
Loaves & Fishes is held at St. Theodore’s Catholic
Church. Cooks should be there at 1:30 PM and servers
at 4:00 PM.

Wednesday, February 14th, 2018
12:00 PM Worship with Holy Communion and
Imposition of Ashes
and
5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion and
Imposition of Ashes
Soup and sandwiches (served by youth)
follows 5:30 PM worship.
On Ash Wednesday we begin our Lenten journey by confessing our sins and receiving ashes as a sign of our repentance
and our desire to be reconciled with God through the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Wednesday Lenten
Worship Services
February 21, February 28,
March 7, March 14, March 21
with Holy Communion
5:30 pm
Soup and sandwiches
served by the youth
follows worship.
Free will donation with proceeds going to our youth.

Winter LOCK-IN!
Youth in Grades 8th – 12th
There will be games, music, lots of fun, Mid-night worship,
eating frenzy and much, much more!
Friday, February 16th
Friday night 8:00 PM to 8:00 AM Sat.
Trinity Lutheran Church Albert Lea
A friend is also welcome, if registered ahead of time!
Cost of Admission is one of the following:
Salty Snacks
Sweet Treats
Healthy Finger Foods

“Lenten Fair”
February 25th
10:30 – 11:00
During the FFF hour
Family event
All are welcome!!
Event will be held in
Trinity Hall
Crafts, treats to eat, object lesson
and lots & lots of FUN

TLC Book Club
Monday, February 19, 2018 | 6:30 PM | Fireside Room
If you like to discuss thought provoking books, come to
Trinity’s Book Club. It is open to men and women of all
ages. We meet very informally in the Fireside Room at
church. We will discuss the book Ordinary Grace by
William Kent Krueger.
Please join us! All are welcome.

Trinity Lutheran Church Women
by LeAnn Juveland and Linda Olson

“Surprising Times You Are Quoting the Bible” from” The Ends
of the Earth” Readers Digest Dec/Jan 16-17
Like most other ancient cultures, the ancient Israelites thought it
was obvious that since the earth was flat, it must have limits. “The
ends of the earth” therefore appears repeatedly in the Old Testament as a way to describe the farthest reaches of the then-known
world. When, in the Book of Job, God is said to “directeth…his
lightning unto the ends of the earth,” it’s just a poetic way of saying that God is in charge everywhere.
Isn’t it interesting a simple phrase each of us might have used, is a
quote from the Bible, and just how powerful that message is.
Amazing we are already in the second month of 2018! For our
members who go to a warmer climate, hope you are enjoying your
time and know that we who stay in Minnesota stay busy and keep
warm but know your Church Family misses you. Also you are going to miss Aebleskivers on February 4th..
Calendar of events for Trinity Church Women
TLCW Board Meeting…………..Feb. 6th 9:30am
Mary Circle……………………..Feb 13th 1:30pm Fireside Room
Sewing Day……………………..Feb 14th 9am
Deborah & Elizabeth Circles…....Feb 21st

9:30am

Eunice & Lois Circles…………...Feb 21st

2:00 pm

The Premises Committee has put in a new high faucet in the north
kitchen sink in Trinity Hall, this will certainly make washing large
pots and pans easier. THANK YOU!!
Have a good month and HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!!

We hosted Lunder - Round Prairie on Monday, December 18,
our last games before Christmas break. We lost the first game
by one run. We won the second game but dropped the last
game. Lunder is one of the top teams, so we played them tough
even though we only won one game. Scott Stolaas and Glen
Juveland were our top players and Darryl hit the double play.
After Christmas break we traveled to 1st Presbyterian. We lost
the second game but won the other two games. It was a fun
night, but everyone was a little rusty after a 3-week break. Clarence Eggers struck out 2 times.
January 15 we hosted United Methodist in Trinity Hall. We
won the first and last games again, but lost the second game.
Darryl Meyer and Jerome Wuerflein were our top players that
night. We had to laugh, UM came into the night with a record
of 0 wins and 15 losses. We are the first team to give them a
game this season. Don’t take anything for granted.
We were to play Crossroads on the 21st but all games were cancelled because of the snow storm.
So halfway through the season we are at .500 with 9 wins and 9
losses. We have a couple of top teams to play in the coming
weeks, so we’ll see how it goes. But we are ready to have fun
playing dartball.
Steve Olson, captain

Trinity Lutheran Church, 501 S. Washington, Albert Lea is
looking for a part-time janitor to provide cleaning and some
maintenance. 25 hours a week @ $12/hr.
Mail or Email resume to office@tlc-al.org.

A message from Pastor Eileen
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is
love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God
sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through
him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought
to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.
1 John 4:7-12
Lent is a season of Love. This might seem odd, but, if
you really think about it, it’s true.
It is in Lent that we learn of God’s love for the world
through his Son, Jesus Christ. It is in Lent that we renew our
relationships with God through devotion, worship, service,
and prayer. It is in Lent that we witness again the great redeeming act of God—the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.
This Lent we will be focusing on “The Tree of Life.”
The Triune God is the Tree of Life. God, the Father and Creator, creates the world, us, and everything we see. God, the
Son and Redeemer, saves and forgives everyone through his
death and resurrection. God, the Holy Spirit and Sanctifier,
makes us holy (set apart for something special) and leads us
to a relationship with God.
We will first focus on “The Tree of Life” in our worship. “The Tree of Life” will be the theme of our Wednesday
Lenten services every Wednesday in Lent at 5:30. A light
meal will be served afterwards. I love these services. They
give us such a good time to worship and to share fellowship.
We will also focus on “The Tree of Life” on Sundays
through our children’s message as we “decorate” the tree of
life in our sanctuary.

We will focus on “The Tree of Life” in our service
to others. “Random Act of Kindness” trees will be in our
entries. The trees will have color coded ideas for performing random acts of kindness in the community, in your
church, and for your friends and family. There will be acts
appropriate for both children and adults. It is our hope that
you would pick a random act each week and work on serving God and others in this way. Then, you can bring that
random act back to pick up another or you can keep working on your original one.
We will focus on “The Tree of Life” in our devotional and prayer time. Devotions will be made available
for everyone to participate in special Lenten devotional
time. One of the favorite Lenten devotions is
www.lentmadness.org . In this devotion, you learn about
the lives of different saints and vote on who will gain the
“Golden Halo.” It’s fun and informative.
I am also asking everyone to set their phones or a
clock in their home to 12:05 pm every day. When your
alarm goes off, I ask you to pray. Pray for your church and
church family. Pray for your family—siblings, children,
parents, etc. Pray for your school or work. Pray for our
country and world. Whatever you pray for, just pray.
Let us grow together this Lent with “The Tree of
Life” and grow in our love of God and of one another.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11. The Annual Assembly of
the Blue Earth River Conference of the Southeastern
Minnesota Synod ELCA will be Sun., Feb 11, Trinity
Lutheran Church, Albert Lea, MN. Registration begins at
1:30 PM and meeting begins at 2:00 PM. Trinity is entitled to nine (9) voting members. The first nine people to
sign up on the opportunity table will be Trinity’s voting
members. Additional visitors are welcome. They will
serve as alternates if someone is unable to attend.
The February mentor event will be Sunday,
Feb. 18 from 11:30-1:00. We will be discussing Holy
Communion. A soup lunch will be served.

Faith Formation Committee
Greetings from the Family Faith Formation committee,
I would like to welcome our new council members who have
stepped up and accepted the call to leadership of Trinity Lutheran
Church. Being on the council can be very interesting, but also very
rewarding. While on the council you can expect to be involved in
the everyday functions of our church. Plus, occasionally you get to
help decide on bigger issues. Council members should not take
their leadership position lightly.
James 3:1 tells us; Not many of you should become teachers, my
fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be
judged more strictly.
Philippians 2:4 also tells us: not looking to your own interests but
to the interests of the others.
I would also like to say thank you to those who are leaving council. Everything you did while on council has helped in some way.
Giving your input helps us widen our approach to issues that we
face at all times in our church. Many hands to do God’s work!
With Valentine’s day coming up, I would like to share one more
Bible verse that, even though it is short, explains the main idea
behind our Christian beliefs.
John 4:19 We love because he first loved us
That one line says it all.
Coming up this month, I would like to remind our students in
grades 8 through 12 of the upcoming lock-in at Trinity, which will
start on Friday, February 16 at 8:00pm, and will end the following
morning February 17th at around 8 am. Please bring comfortable
clothes and a sleeping bag. Some events for the night: games,
movies, Bible study. Remember, this is a church setting so please
be respectful and mindful of where you are.
Please remember to pray for our confirmation students as they get
ready for their mission trip to Houston this spring.
s/Chris Hansen, Chairperson

Life & Missions
The hope is that as this newsletter is published, we have
seen the last of the bitter cold wind and snow. Even though
we are Minnesotans enough is enough.
What a great day Sunday January 15th was. Our visit
from Minnesota Adult Teen Challenge from Rochester is
always uplifting. We find that our Lord and Savior has a
hand in their lives to help them get through their problems
and addictions. The service led by our visitors is always
welcome and gives a chance to give thanks for our own situations. We follow listening to their life stories with a pot
luck dinner. Thanks to all the good cooks in the congregation, we always have a nice variety of food items which as
we eat fellowship abounds. Also a big thanks to all who
helped serve and clean up.
We will be preparing and serving Loaves and Fishes all
four Mondays in February. The sign up sheets are on the
Opportunity Table. Please sign and join us. It’s a good
time to meet and work with other members. We try to have
a little fun too.
Come one come all bring a friend to our Wednesday
Night Meals. We all enjoy cooking, serving, and visiting.
It is good to see our numbers increasing. As we work on
our goals and dreams for our Trinity Congregation, we hope
to have our attendance increase with surrounding area citizens join. Thanks to Greg for heading up the preparations.
As part of our Mission we keep our members in our
thoughts with Thank You Notes, encouragement cards, get
well cards.
We are waiting for the arrival of our new directory so we
can distribute it and put it to use.
Our next meeting will be in February. Date and time to
be determined. All are Welcome.
s/Jean Pestorious, Chairperson

Worship & Music
As always many ‘Thanks’ need to be made for all the great help
that has happened in our Church. First to Pastor Eileen for a
wonderful Advent and Christmas season. Then to all the great
volunteers, singers, readers etc. So many stepped up and it
showed. A big ‘Thank you’ to Heather and Corbin Johnson for
bringing in the Holy Family on Christmas Eve and to Korbyn
for again singing for us, it was great. To Patty and Taylor Peek
for sharing their beautiful voices and Patty’s talent on the sax.
We have so many talented people in this Congregation and are
so willing to share that talent. If I am forgetting someone I truly
apologize, there were so many things happening. An extra
‘Thank you’ to Donna Oliva, Barb Larson, LeAnn Juveland and
Ann Goodmanson for coming in early on a Friday afternoon to
take down decorations in the Church. When this committee
showed up it was so much easier than it had ever been to finish
and get things put away. Ladies you are angels!
Now I personally need to say ‘Thank you’ for the privilege of
serving on our Church Council for the last 12 of 13 years. It has
been quite a journey from learning under Erna Berthelsen, who
by the way pretty much knows everything about this Church.
To being the Chair and learning so many things along the way. I
will remain on the committee to help in whatever way I can, but
the new committee and Chair are in charge. So please when you
are asked to read, serve Communion or any of the many other
things this committee is in charge of, just smile and say ‘yes’. It
is all of our Church and we all want it to be the very best, inviting, welcoming place it can be.
So I will see you in Church and may God truly Bless each and
every one of you.
s/Andrea Jensen

Family Ministry Director
With winter dragging on, it seems we start to run out of energy
and feeling down or blue. When asked to go out of the house
and do something else it is easy to say things like “I’m too
tired”, “It’s impossible”, “I can’t go on”, “I can’t manage”,
“I’m always worried & frustrated”. The list can go on and on
and on. It is times like this we need to refocus and ask for
God’s help, even if it is only 10 minutes out of your day. God
answers us saying, “All things are possible” Luke 18:7, “I will
give you rest” Matthew 11:28-30, “My grace is sufficient”
Psalm 91:15, “I will supply all your needs” Philippians 4:19,
“Cast all your cares on ME” 1Peter 5:7. Winter in Minnesota
is cold, icy, snowy and long (to, to long), and sometimes even
lonely. One of my favorite Bible verses is “I will never leave
you or forsake you” Hebrews 13:5. He is always with us.
s/Jill Hagen

Trinity’s Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in Christ,
sustained by God’s Word, led by the Holy
Spirit and committed to God’s vision of caring!

If you would like to receive your monthly
newsletter via email, please call the church
office at 373-2466 or send an email to
office@tlc-al.org.

Memorials Given in Loving
Memory of...
Music Fund
Harriet Vandegrift
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson
Mrs. Gordon Martinson
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson
Alta Mae Madsen
by Shirley Kallberg
Berthelsen Scholarship
Don Schou
by Shirley Kallberg
Undesignated
Don Schou
by Friends and Family

Records from
January 2018
Average Attendance
Sundays: 150
Wednesdays: 19
Funerals/Memorials
Beth Cole
Brady Flatness
Shirley Kallberg

2018 Church Council
President: Jean Pestorious
Secretary: Darcy Nielsen

Vice President: Jeff Nelson
Treasurer: Tom Nygaard

Family Faith Formation (Education) Committee
Charla DePoppe, Chris Hansen
Finance
Connie Heavner, Tom Nygaard
Life & Missions
Tiffany Larsen, Darcy Nielsen, Jean Pestorious
Premises
Jeff Nelson, Steve Olson
Worship & Music
Chris Emery, Ryan Lowe
Next Committee Meetings: Thurs., February 1st, 2018 at 6:15 PM
Next Council Meeting: Thurs.,, February 8th, 2018 at 6:15 PM
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Preparing for Worship
Sunday, February 4, 2018
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany / Lectionary 5
Isaiah 40:21-31
The creator of all cares for the powerless
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
The Lord heals the brokenhearted. (Ps. 147:3)
1 Corinthians 9:16-23
A servant for the sake of the gospel
Mark 1:29-39
The healing of Peter’s mother-in-law
Sunday, February 11, 2018
Transfiguration of Our Lord / Last Sunday after Epiphany
2 Kings 2:1-12
Elijah taken up to heaven and succeeded by Elisha
Psalm 50:1-6
Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth in glory. (Ps. 50:2)
2 Corinthians 4:3-6
God’s light seen clearly in the face of Christ
Mark 9:2-9
Revelation of Christ as God’s beloved Son
Sunday, February 18, 2018—First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 9:8-17
The rainbow, sign of God’s covenant
Psalm 25:1-10
Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness. (Ps. 25:10)
1 Peter 3:18-22
Saved through water
Mark 1:9-15
The temptation of Jesus in the wilderness for forty days
Sunday, February 25, 2018—Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
God blesses Abraham and Sarah
Psalm 22:23-31
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the
Lord. (Ps. 22:27)
Romans 4:13-25
The promise to those who share Abraham’s faith
Mark 8:31-38
The passion prediction
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