Trinity Lutheran Church
February 2015 Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

Aebleskiver Brunch
Sunday, February 1
(following Worship)

10:00 AM to 12:30 PM
Trinity Hall
Menu
Aebleskivers
(A Dane at Trinity proclaimed, “Aebleskivers are like a little cloud from heaven toasted to
perfection.”)

Sausage
Coffee, Juice, Milk

Free –will offering
Proceeds goes towards Family Faith Formation Retreat

Trinity will be preparing and serving at Loaves and Fishes on
February, 2nd, 9th and 23rd.
There are sign-up sheets on the opportunity table.

Please join Pastor Curtis and
Sonya Zieske
for a farewell/retirement party on
Sunday, Feb. 15th.
It will be held in Trinity Hall following our 9:00AM
Worship service. There will be refreshments, coffee
and punch served.
This is open to the whole community, so please join
in the party.

Pastor’s Note
Dear Trinity Members and Friends,
Peaceful greetings.
This being my final newsletter article I do not know where to begin; there being
so many things that I want to share with you and yet very little space within
which to do so. So, I say simply, thank you, and trust that you know how deeply and sincerely I mean those two words. Thank you for these past 12+ years
together. As I reflect on retirement from 42 years of parish ministry I regret only
one thing and that is my failure to write more notes of thanks. Thank you for it
all.
As I say my thanks, I am reminded that the January newsletter went to print
before I was able to say thank you for all of your Christmas remembrances with
cards, photos, expressions of gratitude, and your good wishes. Please know
that Sonya and I are truly grateful for your thoughtful remembrances of us not
just during the Christmas season but also throughout the years.
A question that has been voiced frequently is “now what?” Now what, not just
for Sonya and me, but also now what for Trinity? An exit interview led and guided by a representative of our Southeastern Minnesota Synod will be held on
Thursday, February 5th (some details are included elsewhere in this newsletter
and more will be forthcoming in verbal and printed announcements in the Sunday worship bulletin). This exit interview is hosted by your Church Council with
an open invitation to the congregation. The focus, of course, is not so much on
what has been but on where are we headed; not what happened, but what’s
next? What is the next chapter for Trinity and how do we make it happen?
Please take advantage of being a part of this conversation. Your presence and
participation will give shape and substance to forming Trinity’s next chapter.
Thank you. Thank you for it all!
As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him,
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving. (Colossians 2. 6-7)
Joy & Peace,
s/ Pr. Curtis Zieske
P.S. – Ash Wednesday, February 18, marks the beginning of Lent and a new
season in our Church Year. Please return to the church the palms that you
received at last year’s Palm Sunday worship service. A container to receive the
palms will be on the Opportunity Table by the Church Office. The palms will be
burned in preparation of the ashes for Ash Wednesday.

MOUNT KATO FAMILY SNOWDAY
Sunday, February 22
Skiing and Snow Boarding cost is $10.00 plus rental
Snow Tubing for 3 hours costs $8.00.
Let’s go to Mount Kato for our snow day. You decide what you want to do.
You can ski, snow board or snow tube. Pick only one. You can’t change
your mind once you get there. You must be 42 inches tall to snow tube.
Everyone gets to go at group rates and ½ prices because of the money you
get for helping with Lenten Soup Suppers.
The bus leaves from the church parking lot at 12:00 PM and returns
around 6:00 PM.
Skiers and snow boarders may drive themselves if you want more time in
the snow.
We need 15 skiers/boarders and 10 tubers to get the group rates .
Sign up sheet on the opportunity table near the church office.
Deadline for sign-up is Thursday, February 19.

Save the Date - Sunday, March 8
Winter Splash!
This is a family event.
Cost: $3 per person
Everyone is invited to go to the Great Serengeti Water Park in Owatonna!
Families, youth and friends!
This African Serengeti themed water park is decorated with trees, life-size
giraffe, hippopotamus, kids slide and a spraying elephant. Other features
include: Kilimanjaro Tube Slide, Python Body Slide, Lazy Zambezi River,
Water Basketball, and columns of water shooting from the park floor. This
is a safe and secure place for toddlers and young
children. There’s also a hot tub.
We’ll leave from the parking lot at Trinity at 12:15 PM, pizza at 4:00 PM,
leave Owatonna about 5:00 PM and home around 5:30 PM. COST is
$3.00 per/person and includes pizza, pop, swimming, and transportation.
People can follow in their car if they wish.
Sign up sheet on Opportunity Table near the church office.
Deadline for sign-up is Friday, March 6.

Wednesday, February 18
5:30 PM Worship with Holy Communion
Soup and sandwiches (served by youth)
follows worship.

On Ash Wednesday we begin our Lenten journey by confessing our sins and
receiving ashes as a sign of our repentance and our desire to be
reconciled with God through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Wednesdays in Lent
February 25
March 4
March 11
March 18
March 25
5:30 PM Hymns and Prayers from the ELW
Soup and sandwich suppers (served by the youth) follows. All donations from
Wednesday Lenten soup and sandwich suppers, Palm Sunday breakfast and
Easter Sunday rolls and coffee are for Trinity’s youth ministry.

Watch bulletins for information regarding the
Holy Week Services.

Note from the Family Faith Formation Coordinator
Praise Him with timbrel and dancing; Praise Him with stringed instruments
and pipe.—Psalm 150:4
My daughter had her winter dance show last month. She and her classmates were paired up for the routine they had been working on for months.
But, on the day of the show, my daughter’s partner was not there. All the
other girls had their partners, but my little dancer stood alone. When my
husband and I realized that she was going to have to dance without her
partner, we looked on with worry. We saw her instructor lean down and say
something to her and we saw the feather in her hair bob as she nodded.
The instructor retreated and the music started. My husband and I held our
breath. I had a knot in my stomach, sure that I was going to watch my little
one fight back tears as the other girls held hands and began to dance.
How many times do we sit and worry, watching as life unfolds around us, so
sure that the worst will happen? Experts say it is a leftover survival skill from
thousands of years ago when humans needed to be much more vigilant
about dangers, where the inability to anticipate threats was very much a life
or death matter. In our modern world, most of us don’t live in situations quite
this dangerous. Yet we still often fall back into this place of worry, this fear of
what is coming next.
But God gives us the gift of freedom this heightened state of anxiety. God
says in Jeremiah 29:11, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the
Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with
hope.” God has good plans for us. We are also freed from worry about failing because Jesus died for our sins. We don’t have to worry that we need to
get everything right in order for God to save us. It is done; we are free to go
and do what Jesus calls us to do without worrying that we won’t do it right.
How exciting is that?!

Continued on the next page

We are into our sixth month of this brand new ministry together. Some
things have worked wonderfully. Some things have not worked well at all.
We wouldn’t be doing good ministry if we weren’t feeling our way through
this un-tested way of doing things and making mistakes along the way. The
joy of doing God’s work is that we are free to make mistakes, to try new
things, to change things and then go back and change them again if they
don’t work, because God’s love for us and our salvation do not in any way
hinge on us doing everything perfectly.
This can be just as daunting an idea to wrap one’s mind around as the
thought of having to be perfect to be saved. We often don’t want to admit
that we aren’t perfect and that we make mistakes. We sometimes have a
really hard time rolling with the punches and making adjustments when life
doesn’t turn out exactly as we were planning or hoping. My husband and I
learned a great lesson from our daughter at her dance show.
The music started and the girls faced their partners. Our daughter looked
around at the pairs, squared her shoulders, and faced the crowd with a
beaming smile on her face. Without missing a beat, she danced her heart
out, just as if her partner had been there. When she came up in the stands
to sit with us afterward, we told her how very proud we were of her and
asked what her teacher had said to her. She answered, “She said to dance
like my partner was really there. So I did.” She didn’t let what could have
been a pretty major bump in the road ruin her dance number. She adjusted,
made some changes, and danced with all her heart. May we be ready to
dance in our lives like this also.
Your Sister in Christ,
Sister Shana Williams, Family Faith Formation Coordinator
sistershanawilliams@gmail.com, 507-473-5123

River Crossings
The new issue of River Crossings – the e-newsletter of our Southeastern
Minnesota Synod -- is now available online! Please help in spreading the
word by sharing the following link with your friends, family, and congregation: http://bitly.com/rcwinter2015. This e-newsletter has all of the latest
information and goings-on in our SE Minn. Synod and links to the national
ELCA church body.

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
By Bev Jackson Cotter and Barb Larson
“She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.”
Proverbs 31:20
We appreciate your generosity. Every year, when the TLCW budget is set, we know
that basic operating needs must be met, but in addition, we try to support organizations
that depend on donor support. In 2014, the TLCW was able to contribute funds to the
Trinity Lutheran Youth Library fund, Youth for Christ, Oaks Indian Mission, Children’s
Vision International, Good Earth Village, King’s Aid Mission, Lutheran Campus Ministry –
Mankato, Marie Sandvik Center, Dorothy Day Hospitality House, and Senior Resources of
Albert Lea. Thank you!
Your TLCW books are now available on the shelf near the office. The book is a handy
reference for contact information for your Circle and the listing of its activities. It also
includes lists of items for personal care kits, baby care kits and school kits. Please
notice: We are looking for someone who loves to eat lefse and is willing to co-chair
the September 29 lefse making party. Think long and hard about this one – and then say
“YES!”
Also, if you have not yet responded to your Circle donor letter, please do so soon.
Your donation and volunteer check list will help your Circle complete its various responsibilities in 2015. Your help is much appreciated. Thank you!
Plans are underway for the Blue Earth River Conference – Spring Event which will
be held on Saturday morning, April 11 at Trinity, hosted by the TLCW. The Oakland Lutheran Church Women will be providing the morning coffee and snacks. It promises to be
an educational and enriching and fun day for all who participate. Please mark your calendar and watch for more details as plans are finalized.
Did you know? The Circles pay for your Sunday morning coffee and donuts. The donations you leave go to the TLCW World Hunger budget.
Dates to remember:
Mon. Feb. 2, 9 a.m.

TLCW Board

Wed. Feb. 11, 9 a.m.
Tues. Feb. 17, 1:30 p.m.
Wed. Feb. 18, 9:30 a.m.

Sewing Day
Mary Circle—Note meeting time has changed
Deborah and Elizabeth Circles

Wed. Feb. 18, 2:00 p.m.

Eunice and Lois Circles

If there were no Trinity Lutheran Church Women –
14. Who would sponsor the Heritage Luncheon and honor our 80+ year old guests?
15. Who would provide the delicious salads for the Spring Luncheon?
16. Who would clean the kitchen – each and every cupboard and drawer?

What is a Prayer Chain? It is a group of people who have a
sincere desire to pray for the needs of others. Trinity has
two prayer chains, a phone prayer chain and an e-mail
prayer chain. When you are on the prayer chain, you are
contacted about someone to be prayed for and why. Pastor
Marcia Hall gets the phone prayer chain started. Mary
Roozenboom sends e-mails to the people on that prayer chain. If you would like
to be added to our prayers, call Pastor Marcia Hall, 373-6318, Mary
Roozenboom, 377-1374, or the church office, 373-2466.

Special thanks to Pat Hanson for her years of service as the e-mail
prayer chain coordinator.
s/ Mary Roozenboom & Pastor Marcia Hall

Dartball season is already half over with some tough opponents remaining to play against.
December 22 we traveled to Conger-Bear Lake for 3 games. They won all 3 games, the
final 2 games by one run each game. Glen Juveland and Clarence Eggers led the team in
hitting that night.
Monday January 5th we were scheduled to host Salem Lutheran at Trinity. It snowed that
day and the wind kicked up so all games were cancelled for that night. When games are
cancelled, the entire league does not play that night.
We hosted Pickeral Lake on January 12th in Trinity hall. We won the first game and they
took the next two games, again by one run each game. We have had so many close
games this year, games we should have won. Clarence continued to lead the team in
hitting that night.
January 19th we traveled to Alden. We were a few players short that evening, but still had
enough players to man a team. Alden won the first game. We put some hits together,
scoring 11 runs and won the second game. They took the third game. It was a fun night at
Alden.
We have Ascension and Mansfield coming up, both are tough teams and are at the top of
the standings. We are ready for the challenge. Win or lose we always have fun playing
Dartball.
s/Steve Olson, captain

Church Council Reports
NOTES FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Our Annual Congregation meeting was held on Sunday, January 18, 2015. Forty Eight members registered and attended the meeting. There are always so
many competing activities for our time on Sundays. I thank the dedicated members who prioritized their time to be able to attend the meeting. It was a busy
Sunday at Trinity with the Minnesota Teen and Adult Challenge group attending
in the morning, followed by a pot-luck dinner and then the annual meeting early
in the afternoon.
On February 5th, at 7:00 p.m. there will be a special council meeting to meet with
Pastor Linda Gunderson from the South Eastern Minnesota Synod regarding an
Interim Pastor for Trinity. There will also be an exit interview conducted by Pastor Gunderson. Our Constitution, C9.06, states that at the time of pastoral vacancy, an interim pastor may be appointed by the bishop of the synod with the
consent of the congregation or the Congregation Council.
A call committee will be formed after Pastor Zieske’s retirement. Our Constitution, C13.04, states that a Call Committee of at least six voting members shall
be appointed by the Congregational Council, when a pastoral vacancy occurs.
Our Church’s Policy Book in the Responsibilities of the Worship and Music Committee section, number 10, addresses that the Worship and Music Committee
initiates and chairs the process of searching for a new pastor in accordance with
the Constitution, and that the Executive Committee shall be members of this
subcommittee. They in turn recommend candidates to the congregation for a
pastoral call to be issued.
Our Council will be taking on more duties this year. I ask that congregational
members be patient and volunteer to use their time and talents to help more in
our church. If you have not been volunteering in our church, please consider
that the year of 2015 would be a very good time to start. There are many ways
in which different talents and abilities will make an impact in our church. I
acknowledge that it is especially difficult for parents with children at home to
make time for volunteering at your church. However, keep in mind that you are
setting examples of priorities for your children which will affect your children for
the things that they prioritize in the rest of their lives. What do you want your
children to prioritize? You may meet more friends and have enjoyment in the
process.
s/Allan L. Halvorsen

Worship and Music
Thank you's still need to be given for our Advent Children's sermon that
HannaLee Kingstrom did. Then to our Christmas Eve service, when the
Habana family brought in the Holy Family, gives this event so much meaning.
Then 'Thanks' to Sonya Zieske for reading a Christian version of 'The Night
before Christmas' and to Chris Skogheim for putting together the power point
of our Trinity children, past and present. Once again I truly want to thank the
great people on my committee, Cheryl Enderson, Kelly Gleason and Gloria
Fitzgerald for all their hard work, from decorating, to undecorating (with help
from Tom and Gavin Lawrence, Mike Jensen, Verlaine Williams and Jean
Pestorious) to all the phone calls and so much more, you are wonderful. Also,
'Thanks' go to our 3 Wise Men who brought in the Wise Men on Epiphany,
Bob Goldman, Bill Webster and Mike (Myron) Jensen, they all said 'yes' right
away!
We are coming up on a very busy time, there is a wonderful Aebleskiver
breakfast on Feb 1st, you don't want to miss, with the proceeds going towards
an upcoming family retreat. Then on Sunday the 15th of Feb. we are having a
grand retirement/farewell party for Pastor Curtis and Sonya Zieske. You really
don't want to miss the opportunity to wish them well on the next leg of their
journey.
Then Trinity will be starting it's own journey, one part will be our process of
getting an Interim pastor, leading to a new pastor and then Lent. Pastor Todd
Walsh will be with us for our Ash Wed. service, also Sunday the 22nd of Feb.
and possibly the 1st of March. Pastor Z. has been working with us on our Lenten journey, which this year will be a journey of prayer services from our ELW
and music, as always it will be a thoughtful journey leading to Holy Week and
Easter.
Our next meeting is on Monday the 2nd of Feb. at 5:30, please join us with
any positive ideas.
s/Andrea Jensen,

Life & Missions
We met January 6, 2015 at 5:30 PM. Three members and Pastor Zieske were
in attendance.
We spent time discussing the Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge Program
which is scheduled for January 18th. Trinity is now affiliated with the group
from Rochester, MN which is an all-male program. We will welcome the group
with donuts, orange juice, and coffee. Following the service and discussion
time, we will have a congregational pot luck dinner. We would like council and
congregational participation.
Even though March is usually designated as Food Shelf Month, we will again
have our “Drive” in July and August. We coordinate food collection with school
supplies and Undie Sunday donations. Again be prepared for challenges.
Upcoming events include preparing and serving Loaves and Fishes on February 2nd, 9th, and 23rd. There are sign-up sheets on the opportunity table. We
are continuing to check on the possibility to prepare and serve lunch at the
Salvation Army facility.
We set our Welcome Minister schedule.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 4th, 2015 at 5:15 PM in the confirmation center.
s/Jean Pestorious

If you would like to receive your monthly
newsletter via email, please call the church
office at 373-2466 or send an email to
tloffice@msn.com.

2015 CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
President
Secretary

Allan Halvorsen
Andrea Jensen

Vice President Jean Pestorious
Treasurer
Ron Petersen

Family Faith Formation Team
Meeting: Sun., Feb. 8, 11:30 AM
* Allan Halvorsen ............ 2016
Annette Hanson ........... 2016
Corwin Johnson ......... 2017
Mary Ness .................... 2017

Premises

Finance
Meeting: Tues., Feb. 3, 4:00 pm
Todd Heavner ............... 2018
* Ron Petersen................ 2017
Chris Skogheim ............ 2016

Worship & Music
Meeting: Mon., Feb. 2, 5:30 PM
Cheryl Enderson……..2018
Gloria Fitzgerald……..2018
Kelly Gleason………..2018
* Andrea Jensen……....2016

Life & Missions
Meeting: Wed., Feb. 4, 5:15 pm
Linda Bergland ............. 2018
Darcy Nielsen ............... 2017
* Jean Pestorious ........... 2016
Verlaine Williams .......... 2018

Carla Johnson …….2017
Corky Stanley……...2016
* Bob Yaw…………….2016

Note: * indicates
chair of committee

Trinity’s Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in Christ, sustained by God’s Word,
led by the Holy Spirit and committed to God’s vision of caring.

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
ELCA World Hunger
Gladys Sigurdson
by Don & Eleanor Schou
Brian Knudsen
by Don & Eleanor Schou

Kitchen Supplies
Brian Knudsen
by Marlin & Sharon Herfendal
by Leverne & Liz Skov

Elevator Repairs
Ardis Angell
by Glen & LeAnn Juveland

Undesignated
by Wally & Sue Fink

Ethmer Wright
by Elizabeth Circle
Brian Knudsen
by Glen & LeAnn Juveland
Music
Brian Knudsen
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson

Berthelsen Scholarship
JoAnn Golbuff
by Tom & Deb Lawrence
Brian Knudsen
by Erna Berthelsen
by Florence Gilster

Office Equipment
Brian Knudsen
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis

To Bob Goldman, Andrea Jensen and Gayle Neist for making
communion bread. Good job!

.Trinity Fellowship

There will not be Trinity Fellowship in February.
Please watch the bulletins regarding a date in March.

From the January Records
Average January Worship Attendance
Sundays - 175
Wednesdays - 11
Baptisms
Christa Lynn Krowiorz, May 22, 2014 daughter of Ashley & Jeremiah
Krowiorz. Godparents are Jacob Furch and Sydney Fraye.
Malakai Christopher Conner, September 15, 2014 son of Roger Conner
and Danielle Wear. Godparents are Adam & Cherie Wyant.
Those known to be hospitalized
Pat Hanson
Funeral
Holger “Buzz” Knudsen
Confirmations
Emily Benson
Noah Habana
Brad Heavner

Braden Heavner
Hannah Johnson
Gavin Lawrence

Hunter Lowman

Preparing for Worship
Date

1st Reading

Psalm

2nd Reading

Gospel

1 Corinthians 8
1-13

Mark 1
21-28

1 Corinthians 9
16-23

Mark 1
29-39

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 4

Feb. 1

Deuteronomy 18
15-20

Psalm 111

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany—Lectionary 5

Feb. 8

Isaiah 40
21-31

Psalm 147
1-11, 20c

Transfiguration of Our Lord—Last Sunday of Epiphany

Feb. 15

2 Kings 2
1-12

Psalm 50
1-6

2 Corinthians 4
3-6

Mark 9
2-9

Ash Wednesday
Feb. 18
Joel 2
1-2, 12-17

Psalm 51
1-17

2 Corinthians 5

Matthew 6

First Sunday in Lent
Feb. 22
Genesis 9
8-17

Psalm 25
1-10

1 Peter 3
18-22

Mark 1
9-15

20b-6-10

1-6, 16-21
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Service Ministers
Ushers
John Butler
Bob Goldman
Gary Jacobsen
Brian Heavner

Taylor Heavner
Braden Heavner
Darryl Meyer
Lowell Nielsen

Altar Guild To help, call Carla Johnson, 383-6735.
Sharon Herfendal

Doris Hansen

Flower Committee To help, call Donna Oliva, 377-1368, or Joyce Hoium 373-4196.
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Scott & Ann Goodmanson
Adeline Biedermann
John & Cheri Butler
Bob & Pat Goldman

Communion Assistants To help, call Cheryl Enderson, 373-4828.
February 1
Jean Pestorious, Allan Halvorsen, Verlaine Williams
February 8
Annabell Christenson, Doris Hansen, Myron Jensen
February 15 Andrea & Mike Jensen, Gloria Fitzgerald
February 22 Marlene Wright, Annabell Christenson, Myron Jensen
Ash Wednesday, February 18
Cheryl Enderson, Gloria Fitzgerald, Andrea Jensen

Greeters To help, call Shirley Kallberg, 373-1250.
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Barb Larson, Gloria Fitzgerald, Bill & Mary Bartholmey
Mark & Sheila Jensen, MaChar Kingstrom & Hanna
Harry & Dorothy Larkin, Deb Lawrence & Gavin
Mike & Marlys Jensen, Darryl & Jo Meyer

Acolytes To help, call Kelly Gleason, 369-3467.
February 1
Kaitlyn Hansen, Jacob Wyant, Anthony Culley
February 8
Shelley Bush, Carissa Nelson, Taysha Sternhagen
February 15 Jaiden Venem, Josie Venem, Kaitlyn Hansen
February 22 Aliyah Verness, Evan Kallberg, Brandon Colby
Ash Wednesday, February 18
Bailey Vinge, Lily Vinge, Sydney Nelson
Lent, Wednesday, February 25
Alexi Heavner, Riley Johnson, Nick Johnson

Nursery To help, call Mary Roozenboom, 377-1374, or Laurie Hovendick, 256-7649.
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Patti Yaw, Jennifer Nelson
Melissa Verness & Aliyah
Heather Johnson, Laurie Hovendick
Hannah Kingstrom, Alexi Heavner

Drivers To help, call the church office, 373-2466.
February 1
February 8
February 15
February 22

Driver Needed
Dave McPherson, 383-6351
Del & Sue Johnson, 377-0841
Nathan Johnson, 256-4634

