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December 2015
Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24
4:30 PM…...Candlelight Service with Holy Communion,
A Trinity family brings in the Holy Family.
Nursery provided.
9:00 PM…...Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
Christmas Day
Friday, December 25
10:00 AM….Service with carols and Holy Communion

Advent Fair
Sunday, November 29 at 10:30 AM
Trinity Hall

This is a whole family event;
we ask that the entire family participate
During the Sunday morning Faith Formation hour on November 29, all
student (three-year-olds to grade 9), PARENTS and/or Grandparents
are invited to attend the Advent Workshop in Trinity Hall.
Advent is a time to “prepare the way of the Lord” for His coming as our King
and Savior. By participating in various traditions, such as Advent wreaths,
crafts to celebrate the waiting period and learning about home devotional
activities children will be able to more fully understand the season of Advent
and the anticipation leading up to our Savior’s birth. Mark your calendars!

Trinity will be serving at Loaves & Fishes on
Mondays, November 30th, December 7th
and December 21st. If you would like to
help cook and/or serve there is a sign-up
sheet on the opportunity table.
Loaves & Fishes is held at St. Theodore’s Catholic Church.
Cooks should be there at 1:30 PM and servers at 4:00 PM.

Wednesday Night Advent Worship Services
with Holy Communion at 5:30 PM
December 2nd
December 9th
December 16th
December 23rd

Jesus’ Birthday Party
Wednesday, December 2nd - 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM
Trinity Hall
Games, fun, fellowship and celebrate Jesus’ birthday.
Everyone is welcome.
Every youth will get a little surprise at the end of the night.
Come early and join us for Wednesday night supper.

Children’s Christmas Program
Practice
Saturday, December 12 at 9:00 AM
Children’s Christmas
Program
Sunday, December 13
10:30 AM

Angel Tree Shopping
Sunday, December 13th at 1:00 PM
There is a sign up sheet on the opportunity table.

Brunch
Sunday, December 13
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Come after worship or after the Children’s
Christmas Program
Served by the Life & Missions Committee

Once again our Trinity community will
have the opportunity to participate in
the Angel Tree Program. Sponsored by
the Salvation Army, this is our chance
to give back to our community. The
program targets families who do not
qualify for welfare assistance, but are
still very much in need and are having
difficult times. Families complete applications to determine qualification. Each tag that is hung on the Angel
Trees gives information about the child for whom a gift is
needed. Spending guidelines tell us to please keep the cost
between $15.00 and $25.00. You may return the gifts to
the Faith Formation Resource Room or to the Church Office
by Dec. 13.

Caroling at St. John’s Lutheran Community
Please join us on December 19th
at 5:00 PM
Singers will meet at St. John’s main
office located at 901 Luther Place. We
will carol through the dining rooms.

Trinity will ring the bell for the Salvation Army on
Monday, December 14th at Hy-Vee
Trinity Chime Choir will perform at the Northbridge Mall
Thursday, December 17th from 6:15 PM to 7:00 PM
Please come out and support the Chime Choir and the
Salvation Army

Wednesday Night Suppers
Wednesdays: 12/2, 12/9, 12/16 & 12/23
Serving time: 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM
You can join us before or come down after
Advent Worship Service.
Wednesday, December 30th
Serving time: 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM
Supper will be served in Trinity Hall.
No worries about having to go thru the drive thru before
coming to “AHA” confirmation class, Worship Service,
Choir or Gospel Singers. You and your family can come
and have supper at Trinity.

Everyone is invited.
90th Birthday Party
Open House
for Arlo Jaspersen
Sunday, December 6th
2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

60th Wedding Anniversary
Open House
for Paul and Nell Hanson
Sunday, December 20, 2015
12:00 PM to 3:00 PM
218 2nd Street SE, Geneva
(Home of Roger & Sue Hanson)

Cheer Gifts
Cheer gifts will be delivered on Wednesday, December 2
and Thursday, December 3 to our members 80 and older.
These small poinsettias are given each year as a way to
show our love and caring.
This is a TLCW project chaired by Marlin & Sharon
Herfendal, Barb Larson and Jan Drews.

Volunteer drivers are needed. Please

contact Marlin & Sharon at 377-9252 if you
are able to help.

TLC Book Club
All are welcome at the TLC Book Club. Read some new books,
make connections with interesting people and enjoy lively discussions.
Monday, December 7th at 6:30 PM
Jody Nygaard’s home – 1202 Foothills Circle
Book: Christmas Jars by Jason F. Wright
Please contact Cindy Golbuff if you need a copy of the book.
If you have a good book to recommend, would like to host a
meeting or have any questions, please contact Cindy Golbuff at:
970-223-2759 or scgolbuff@centurylink.net
I look forward to seeing many of you.
If you need transportation, please let
me know.

Thank you! s/Cindy Golbuff
Do you have any Christmas decorations that you are no
longer going to use. There will be a collection box by the
church office. We are going to donate the items to the
Salvation Army to people that cannot afford to purchase
items. Please drop them off by Wednesday, December 9th.
Any electrical items must be in working order.
s/Pastor Marcia Hall

“Trinity Women – Celebrating 125 Years”
Skit performed by
Erna Berthelsen and Eleanor Schou.

Kindergarten Faith
Formation Sunday school
kids visiting and giving
blankets that they had made
to Trinity members.

“Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs.” (Luke 18: 16)

Trinity Lutheran Church Women
Bev Jackson Cotter & Barb Larson
“She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands
to the needy.” Proverbs 31:20

A note from Barb and Bev:
It has been an amazing year. Actually, it has been two years that we
have worked together as co-presidents of the TLCW, and it is not easy to
see this partnership come to an end, although we both feel that it is
time for others to have the opportunity to lead the Trinity Lutheran
Church Women in the multitude of programs that make up our church
year. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve you. We also
want to give a big thank you to LaVonne Eggers who has served as
TLCW secretary for many years, and to thank all of the TLCW members
who worked so hard to make this a memorable year.
It was heartwarming to share in the blessing of the new officers during
their installation by Pastor Marcia Hall at the Thankoffering Dinner on
November 10. We wish the very best to the upcoming Co-presidents:
Coreen Johnson and Marlene Wright, Vice-president: Karen Nelson, Secretary: Mary Roozenboom, Treasurer: Nancy Jensen, Mission Community Secretary: Phyllis Tavis, Mission Growth Secretary: Jan Drews, and
Mission Action Secretary: Jo Meyer.
May God bless you, big time, in all your endeavors.

A Standing Ovation to Erna Berthelsen and Eleanor Schou for the delightful “Trinity Women – Celebrating 125 Years” presentation that they
shared with us at the Thankoffering Dinner. Their knowledge of church
history and wonderful memories brought laughter and oofdas to all of their
listeners. How neat to know that the skit they wrote and the video that
was taken will become part of the church archives. A Special Thanks also
to Pastor Marcia Hall, Jo Meyer, Pat Goldman, Jan Drews, Barb Larson and
Bev Jackson Cotter for the parts they played in the organization and celebration of our Thankoffering gathering, to Greg Andersen and his crew for
serving the wonderful dinner, and to all those who attended for your generous offerings.

Mark your calendar: TLCW December meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 2
at 1:30 pm in Trinity Hall. Following the meeting and dessert, the Albert Lea High School Chorale directed by Diane Heaney will present
their Christmas program in the sanctuary. This special musical presentation is open to everyone in the congregation. You might even want
to invite a friend.
Reminder: If you need to make any changes in the 2016 Circle Booklet (phone numbers, addresses, etc.) please call Phyllis Tavis at 3733069. Thank you!
Dates to Remember:
Wed. Dec. 2, 1:30 pm
Tues. Dec. 8, 12:00 pm
Wed. Dec. 9, 9:30 am
Wed. Dec. 16, 9:30 am
Wed. Dec. 16, 2:00 pm

TLCW meeting and Christmas Concert
Mary Circle
Elizabeth Circle
Deborah Circle
Eunice and Lois Circles

May you all have a wonderful and blessed Christmas!

TLCW Christmas Meeting and
Albert Lea High School
Chorale Performance
Wednesday, December 2 at 1:30 p.m.
There will be a short business meeting, coffee and dessert.
Albert Lea High School Chorale will perform at 2:30 PM.
The concert is open to all men and women.

TLCW Board Meeting
Tuesday, January 5th, 2016 at 9:30 AM
Workshop for all circle officers
Tuesday, January 5th, 2016 at 1:30 PM

Notes from the Council President
BUDGET INFORMATIONAL MEETING: We had a congregational budget
information meeting on Sunday, November 15th after the Family Faith
Formation Classes at 11:35. We have a number of unknowns at this
point. Treasurer Ron Petersen asked those attending the meeting to
think about things that they would like to see our church doing. Stephen Ministers was brought up. Let us council members know of things
that you may be thinking of that you would like to see being done. Most
of the committee budgets proposed either remain the same or are
slightly increased. After the meeting, one person came up to me and
remarked that it should be noted for the congregation of the improvement this year of the percentage of the budgeted amount paid to date
on the Benevolence part of the budget compared to prior years. At the
last annual congregational meeting, a member brought it up as a concern of not meeting our Benevolence budget.
TRANSITION TEAM: Our Transition Team continues to meet. Members
are Darryl Meyer, Marlene Wright, Jeff Nelson and Julie Jensen.
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: Members elected from the congregation
are Trish Stanley, Kim Nelson, and Leland Johnson, along with council
members Annette Hansen and Verlaine Williams have been meeting for
the purpose of a list of nominations for candidates for church council
for our next annual meeting.
CALL COMMITTEE: Our Trinity Lutheran Church’s Constitution requires
at least 6 voting members to be appointted to the Call Committee by
the church council. Our Trinity Lutheran Church’s Policy Book states
that the Worship and Music Committee initiates and chairs the Call
Committee, with the Executive Committee as members of the Call Committee. The Executive Committee consists of Allan Halvorsen, Jean
Pestorious, Andrea Jensen and Ron Petersen. Andrea is the chair person for the Worship and Music Committee, so she will be the chair person for the Call Committee. Willing to serve on the Call Committee
from the congregation, and approved by the church council for appointment to the Call Committee at the November 12, 2015 council meeting
are John Butler, Laurie Hovendick and Scott Golbuff. At this point in
time, we do not know how soon we will start work on the Call process,
as the Transition Team is working on their process. Trinity’s Constitution requires at least a two-thirds majority vote by the congregation
prior to calling a pastor.
article continued on the next page

Council President Article continued…
PASTOR HARRIS SURGERY RECOVERY: Pastor Harris is away for a period
of four weeks from the date of November 5th through December 3rd for
recovery from surgery.
s/ Allan L. Halvorsen

Life & Missions Committee
What a joyous and exciting time of the year. Our Wednesday suppers have been going really well. It’s so fun to see the kids and
adults attend. We are thankful for the members that have volunteered to prepare the meals and for the volunteers that have
brought food to serve. December suppers will be served from 5:00
PM to 7:00 PM. This way members and guests can eat before the
Advent services or after the service.
Our schedule to serve Loaves & Fishes at St. Theodore’s has been
increased by two Mondays. We will serve November 30, December
7 and December 21. This increases the opportunity to serve the
community. There is a sign-up sheet opportunity table. Thanks to
all. Please sign-up and join us for the fellowship.
Trinity will be bell ringing for the Salvation Army on Monday, December 14 at Hy-Vee. There is a sign-up sheet on the opportunity
table. Thanks for signing up for this worthwhile event.
Our December brunch will be on Sunday, December 13th. This is in
conjunction with the Children’s Christmas program. Come and join
us before or after the program.
We continue to be the weekly Welcome Ministers at which we welcome all, point out upcoming events and bring pertinent information to the congregation.
s/Jean Pestorious

Worship and Music
The first thing this committee needs to do is to “Thank” Pastor Todd
Walsh for always coming through for us and giving us such a wonderful
message. It is so awesome to have someone we all know that can come
in when we need him. It makes it so much easier as we pray for Pastor
Gary's recovery and return to good health.
An update on our new audio/visual project, it is very exciting and kind
of scary as we see things progressing. We have waited a long time and
we are anxious to see how it all goes. We have found things we didn't
even know we had, like a small metal box with a dial that controls the
speakers under the balcony. This was not hooked up and was kind of
hidden in the rack in the Sacristy that contained all the equipment for
our previous sound system. So now we will have sound there. As people have seen we moved the hub for the audio/visual equipment to
behind the last pew on the Choir side. We had a lot of discussion on
this and decided this was the correct place for it. The TV monitors and
all the last things will be installed on Tues. the 1st of Dec. and at that
time we will have training for the people who will be running this new
system. This is a new paid position and we have talked to a limited few
people who will be up for this. Please bear with us as we get all the
kinks out, as we know there will be some. Also, 'Thank-you' to everyone who has donated to this wonderful project it is so appreciated!
Another thing you will see when we have our Communion by Intinction
is the new gold Chalices, both large for wine and small for grape juice
with matching patens and a large gold Ciborium which is what holds
the host on the Altar. We have the small silver one with a lamb on top
that will still be used during the time when we do the bread and the
cups. This has been an ongoing thing for quite some time, we have a
special line item in our restricted funds for this. Again, another 'Thankyou' to the people who have donated to the Worship Appointments,
we are using that for this purpose and also for new Advent banners and
Christmas banners. Our old ones were beautiful but becoming very
worn and tired, so it was time for new. We are also looking into new
Altar paraments, we need new green ones, as ours are from the very
early '80s and are getting stained and are no longer cleanable. On to
the next item.
article continued on the next page

Worship and Music article continued...

We are again entering that special time when we await the birth
of our Lord and Savior. The Church is dressed in it's finest, and
that is another 'Thank-you' to the people on this committee and
others that helped. At this writing it is before all this happens but
I am sure we had many wonderful volunteers helping. We have
many special things that happen at this time of year, special Children's sermons and some extra fun things for them. We have had
the Advent fair as we await. Each Sunday during Advent there will
be special things happening and also if all goes as Pastor Gary
planned there is to be a special Advent film he will be showing
during the Wed. evening service that all are invited to see. We
had a preview a few months back and it is about a group of people on a journey to Bethlehem. Having had the privilege of going
to Bethlehem myself I can tell you it highlighted for me several of
the awesome places we were able to visit. It is something well
worth seeing, if for no other reason than to actually see these
places, although from what Pastor Gary told us the story itself
sounds well worth hearing.
We will be having our Christmas Eve services at 4:30 and 9:00PM,
as we have for the last several years and Christmas Day at
10:00AM. We truly hope to see everyone of our Trinity Church
family and friends at one or all of these services.
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tues. Dec. 1st at 5:30, please
feel free to join us with your positive ideas.
God's Blessing, and Merry Christmas.
s/Andrea Jensen

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
Music Fund
Jill Doppelhammer
by John & Cheri Butler

Berthelsen Scholarship
Jill Doppelhammer
by Erna Berthelsen

Cody Baseman
by John & Cheri Butler

“The Whole” Project
Cody Baseman
by Mary Circle

Sound System
Gary Tavis
by Deborah Circle

Jill Doppelhammer
by Marlene Wright

Wife Sharon and Son Todd
by Don Johnson

Records from November 2015
Average Attendance
Sundays: 169 Wednesdays: 13

Received into Membership
Barbara Schmidt
Kaden Becker

Baptisms
Emma Marie Thorman-Hernandez
Aribella Kinsley Renae Becker

Funeral
Jill Doppelhammer

Trinity’s Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in Christ,
sustained by God’s Word, led by the Holy
Spirit and committed to God’s vision of caring!

Preparing for Worship
December 6th
1st Reading
Malachi 3:1-4

Psalm
Luke 1:68-79

2nd Reading
Philippians 1:3-11

Gospel
Luke 3:1-6

December 13th
1st Reading
Zephaniah 3:14-20

Psalm
Isaiah 12:2-6

2nd Reading
Philippians 4:4-7

Gospel
Luke 3:7-18

December 20th
1st Reading
Micah 5:2-5a

Psalm
Luke 1:46b-55

2nd Reading
Hebrews 10:5-10

Gospel
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

December 27th
1st Reading
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
2nd Reading
Colossians 3:12-17

Psalm
Psalm 148
Gospel
Luke 2:41-52

Reminders…


No Sewing Day in December



Men’s Breakfast and Bible Sharing Time will not meet
Saturdays, December 26 and January 2
Faith Formation Sunday classes will not meet Sundays,
December 20, 27 and January 3.
“AHA” Confirmation class will not meet on December 30
Sunday Morning Bible will not meet Sundays, December 20,
December 27 and January 3.
Thursday Morning Bible Study will not meet Thursdays,
December 24 and 31st.
Trinity Choir and Gospel Singers will not meet on Wednesdays,
December 23 and 30th.
Chime Choir will not meet on Thursdays, December 24 and 31st.
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Service Ministers
Ushers
Bob Hamsund
Marlin Herfendal
Dale Jensen

Mark Jensen
Mike Jensen
Paul Johnson

Gavin Lawrence
Tom Lawrence

Altar Guild To help, call Carla Johnson, 383-7635.
Kelly Gleason

Deb Lawrence

Flower Committee To help, call Donna Oliva, 377-1368, or Joyce Hoium 373-4196.
December 13
December 20

Marlys Webber
Gary & Katie Jacobsen

Communion Assistants To help, call Gloria Fitzgerald, 373-3580.
December 6
Allan Halvorsen, Jean Pestorious, Verlaine Williams
December 13 Corky Stanley, Darryl Meyer, Jo Meyer
December 20 Corky Stanley, Darryl Meyer, Jo Meyer
December 24 – 4:30 PM Service Clarence Eggers, LaVonne Eggers, Joan Mattick
9:00 PM Service Mike Jensen, Andrea Jensen, Kelly Gleason
December 25 – 10:00 AM Service Bob Goldman, Pat Goldman, Kelly Gleason
December 27 Todd Heavner, Julie Jensen, Tim Malepsy

Greeters To help, call Shirley Kallberg, 373-1250.
December 6
December 13
December 20

Clarence & LaVonne Eggers, Harry & Dorothy Larkin
Clarence & LaVonne Eggers, Mark & Sheila Jensen
Kathy Bock, Ann Christenson, Marlin & Sharon Herfendal

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Those who are attending Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day services, we are asking you to greet your neighbor and wish them a
Blessed Christmas.

December 27

Glen & LeAnn Juveland, Don & Eleanor Schou

Acolytes To help, call Kelly Gleason, 369-3467.
December 6
Bailey Vinge, Lily Vinge, Nic Johnson
December 13 Jacob Wyant, Anthony Cully, Tristian Stetina
December 20 Aliyah Verness, Carissa Nelson
December 24 – 4:30 PM Service Jaiden Venem, Josie Venem, Jaxon Venem, Jaeger Venem
9:00 PM Service Kaitlyn Hansen, Sydney Nelson
December 25 – 10:00 AM Service Alexi Heavner
December 27 Shelley Bush, Evan Kallberg, Brandon Colby

Nursery To help, call Mary Roozenboom, 377-1374, or Laurie Hovendick, 256-7649.
December 6
December 13

Alexi Heavner, Sydney Nelson
Laurie Hovendick
10:30 AM (Children’s Christmas Program) Mary Roozenboom
December 20 Patti Yaw
December 24 – 4:30 PM Service Heather Johnson, Kolter and Korbyn
December 27 Bailey Vinge and Lily Vinge

