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August 3rd – 6th  
We are creating a Virtual VBS!!! 

Will you join us? 
Hope so. 

 

There will be great stories,  
songs (old & new), crafts, 

 games and snacks. 
 

A packet has been sent to all Sunday school 
families.  

 

 In there are papers for each day.   
You can follow along with them or do the 

activities on your own time.  
 

 Watch for us on Trinity’s Facebook page  
www.facebook.com/tlcal 

starting Monday August 3rd.   
 
 

There is no registration necessary, just turn 
us on. 

http://www.facebook.com/tlcal


Sunday School and Confirmation News... 
We are making plans for Sunday School and Confirma-
tion.  Those plans also depend on how the school district de-
cides to hold classes.  Please check Facebook for further in-
formation.  We want everyone to stay safe and well during 
this time of uncertainty.   

Sunday Worship Service 
 

Sunday worship continues outside for everyone’s safety.  
Worship will be at 9:00 AM.  Holy Communion is cele-
brated every Sunday.  We will still be offering Facebook 
live and website worship for those who cannot come, are 
sick, or do not feel comfortable attending.   
 
A bulletin will be posted the day before on Facebook.  
 

Facebook Live for those without Internet 
If you are interested in watching any of our Facebook 
Live or Pastor Eileen’s Daily Devotions but don’t have 
internet, please call and make an appointment with Deb at 
507-373-2466 (please leave a message and I will return 
your call) or Pastor Eileen to come into the church and 
watch. 
 

Service of Word, Prayer, and Hymns 
Every Wednesday at 5:30 on Facebook Live we will have 
a Service of Word, Prayer, and Hymns. Since it is un-
healthy for us to sing as a congregation, we will sing to-
gether God's praises virtually. The service can be viewed 
at 5:30 or at your leisure.  
 

Drive Thru Holy Communion  
Every Wednesday Holy Communion is available. Drive in 
the parking lot from Washington. The body and blood of 
Jesus will be shared and Pastor Eileen will give a prayer 
and blessing.  



 A message from Pastor Eileen  
 
 March 15, 2020 was the last Sunday that we worshipped 
together as a community inside our building. However, that was 
NOT the last time we have worshipped as a community of believ-
ers. We have worshipped online, over facebook, through Zoom 
Bible Studies, over a phone conversation, and by prayer. Trinity 
Lutheran Church has never been closed. We’re just doing things 
differently. 
 

 Who would have thought in March that this novel Corona-
virus would last this long? But it has. With over 13 million con-
firmed cases throughout the world and over 140,000 deaths in the 
U.S. as of this writing.  
 

 How has Trinity responded? 
 

Outside worship in the parking lot Sundays @ 9 (streamed 
online and Facebook) 

 

Service of Scripture, Prayer, and Hymn Wednesdays @ 5:30 
(streamed online and Facebook) 

 

Wednesday Free Meals served from the office entrance feed-
ing 30-50+ (5:00) 

 

Drive-Thru Holy Communion Wednesdays @ 6:30 
 

Online Devotions @ 11 (every day except Friday and Sunday) 
 

Zoom Bible study 
 

Virtual VBS – August 3rd-6th  
 

Member phone calls 
 

Lots of prayer 
 

I personally want to thank everyone who has assisted and 
continues to help with these ministries. I personally want to thank 
everyone for their patience as we continue to figure things out. It 
seems that almost every day brings a new obstacle to examine. 
Many times I feel like I am doing everything and nothing at the 
same time. 

 

In consultation with our church council, we will not be 
offering inside worship at this time. We are using the gift of good 
weather while we have it. Scientists have learned that corporate 
worship can be one of the best (or worst) places to spread the vi-
rus. Why? Because we are in a stagnant space for a prolonged 
period of time. We’re not walking around like in a store. Because 
we are congregationally singing and speaking. Aerosols from 
speech become air droplets which are easier to enter the body 
through breathing and contain more of the virus.   



To be honest, a majority of our worshipping community 
have high risk factors. Also, individuals may have high 
risk factors that you are not aware of. 

 

I have tried to live with the rule from our Synod 
Bishop: “If it’s not good for one of us, it’s not good for 
any of us.” 

 

In consultation with our church council, we have 
decided to allow groups of 10 or less to meet in our build-
ing (Please see document for re-opening). Each group 
must be approved. Individuals meeting will have to be 
screened at entry. The group will need to disinfect the ar-
ea they met in and inform the office of common areas that 
were used (bathrooms, etc.). The council also asks that 
offsite, outside, or online gatherings be considered first.  

 

I don’t know where we will be in this pandemic at 
the end of the month. I don’t know what changes will 
have to be made or can be made. We are taking this jour-
ney together.  

 

I do know that God goes with us. I do know that 
we continue to pray. We continue to serve. We continue 
to worship and give God praise. We continue to study. 
We continue to Love God and Love Others. 

Bible Study – Pastor Eileen will be leading Bible Study 
outside in the courtyard Thursdays at 9:30. Bring your Bi-
ble, chair, water, and curiosity. The Bible Study will also 
be available via Zoom. Please give Pastor Eileen or the of-
fice your email if you’d like to join in the study. 
  
Blessing of Students and Teachers – We don’t know what 
learning will look like (at this writing) for the fall. We do 
know that our students and teachers need our prayers and 
blessings. We will bless students and teachers at our Out-
door Worship Sunday, August 23. Worship will be also be 
available via Facebook. 



 I am tired of the CoVid19 Pandemic. I am physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually tired. I know you are too.  
  

 I worry about our kids and what this means to their edu-
cation and development. I worry about our seniors who are lone-
ly. I worry about our businesses and those without or searching 
for meaningful work. I worry about our young adults just starting 
their lives, going to college.  I know that you do to. 
 

 However, this is not the time to raise our hands up in the 
arm and say, “I’m done.” This is the time to raise our heads and 
our hands to God in prayer.  
 

This is the time to be vigilant. Love God and Love Oth-
ers. Wear masks. Social distance. Stay home. Pray to God.  
 

 A Bible verse from Philippians has been helping me these 
days, and I’ve been praying it a lot these days. 

“Don’t fret or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let peti-
tions and praises shape your worries into prayers, letting 
God know your concerns. Before you know it, a sense of 
God’s wholeness, everything coming together for good, 
will come and settle you down. It’s wonderful what hap-
pens when Christ displaces worry at the center of your 
life.” Philippians 4:6 

 

I have also clung to Luke 12. 
He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not wor-
ry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, 
what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they nei-
ther sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, 
and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are 
you than the birds! And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able 
to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry about the 
rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was 
not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the 
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is 
thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe 
you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for 
what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not 
keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that 
strive after all these things, and your Father knows that 
you need them.  Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these 
things will be given to you as well. Luke 12:22-31 



These are unprecedented times. These are the days that 
we have thought about in the past and wondered what would I do 
if I really had to live out my faith every day. These are the days 
that God will not abandon you. Hospitality and kindness is miss-
ing from much of our everyday lives. This is definitely the time 
to Love God and Love Others.  

  

 I don’t know the exhaustion and worry that attacks your 
life and soul. Anxiety can develop into fear. Exhaustion can 
move to anger. Change can come in pretty packages or in horrible 
garbage bags.  
 

 When our life is full of worry, we know that we can hold 
on to the one thing that will never change—the Triune God. God 
has been around forever. Jesus’ love for you never changes. The 
Holy Spirit is always with you to guide you and support you. 
God’s love never ends. Hold on to that love. Talk to God. Share 
your fears, concerns, and joys. Let God take some of your bur-
den. God’s shoulders are strong. 

Premises 
 
Leland works a few hours per week cleaning and sanitizing 

the church including bathrooms, hallways, hand rails, 
doorknobs, etc. 

 

We are getting bids from roofing contractor to repair some 
small areas of rubber roof that is leaking. Located above 
Jacobson room and upstairs bathrooms.  

 

The steps and landing for the back entrance door (East) locat-
ed by Fireside kitchen needs to be replaced. To start the 
process, we are getting drawings and a material list. 

 

The 3 G’s are doing a great job of mowing the grass and tak-
ing good care of the flowers around the church. Thanks 
Bob, Scott, and Nick.  

 

If you have and questions or concerns, please contact Jeff or 
Steve (premises committee) or any council member. 

 

Trinity’s “3 G’s” grounds crew is looking for a used 
step ladder and/or a wheelbarrow.  If you have one you 
would like to donate, please contact the church office.   

 

Thank you in advance 



Trinity Lutheran Church Women 
Co-Presidents:  LeAnn Juveland and Linda Olson 

 

By Linda Olson and Leann Juveland 
TRUST GOD IN TIMES OF UNCERTAINTY 

Deuteronomy 31:8 
 

“It is the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he 
will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.” 
What a trendy word these days, that word quarantine. It comes 
to us all the way from medieval Europe, coined during the black 
plague to define that period of 40 days when people were to stay 
away from each other. We did not invent social distancing last 
week. 
 
Numbers have a symbolic value in Scripture. While seven signi-
fies completion and perfection, forty underscores trial and test-
ing. It rained for forty days and forty nights when Noah entered 
the very first recorded quarantine. Moses remained on the 
mountain and in the presence of the Lord for forty days and 
nights before returning with the Law. Jesus experienced the Ul-
timate season of trial and testing during forty days in the wilder-
ness-all alone. He self-quarantined. Do you realize that Jesus 
can relate even to this, our self-quarantines? We are not the first 
ones to stir-crazy with the enemy of your soul as your only 
companion. 
 
A quarantine is about separating yourself from the world during 
a season of refining. We are undergoing the strangest of seasons 
right now. We have a choice; will we merely endure it, or will 
we thrive in it? Will we complain and moan, aiming to “make 
the best of it” with a martyr’s pose of self-pity, or will we truly 
embrace this season of self-apartness and testing to be refined 
for what God has in store for us next? 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The TLCW board met July 14th with the proper procedures in 
place, masks on and social distancing. These are the items that 
we discussed and made decision on based on keeping everyone 
safe and healthy during this Covid-19 pandemic and based on 
other local churches decision: 

There will be No Soup and Pie Supper 
There will be No Lefse Making 
There will be No Heritage Luncheon 



Finance 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your financial support of Trinity.  Our Sunday 
worship on 07/12 was one of the larger I have seen in attend-
ance this summer. There was a baptism, hotrods and a pretty 
nice service to start the day off. I want to thank Pastor Eileen 
and everyone working behind the scenes that help make this 
work. 
 

We have received nice donations on our boiler system replace-
ment project, we only have $6,864.08 to go. Thank you for the 
donations! 
 

Wednesday Night Suppers have been a great outreach ministry 
that Trinity provides. If you are looking for a certain fund to 
support, this would be a great one to designate funds to.  
Please consider setting up for online giving either on our web-
site at www.tlc-al.org or at http://myeoffering.com/.  
 

May financial overview: Total Receipts $30,720.94 
 Total Disbursements $18,051.56 
 Cushion  $13,630.66 
 

June financial overview: Total Receipts $14,780.44 
 Total Disbursements $19,806.76 
 (Shortfall)  ($5,026.32) 

YTD financial overview: Total Receipts $139,067.91 
 Total Disbursements $130,463.57 
 Cushion  $8604.34 
s/ Chris Skogheim 

In regard to the Pass the Cake Pan (monies go to Mission 
Days Events), if you are so inclined to donate please make 
checks to the TLCW att: Nancy Jensen. Thank you. 
 

We are still collecting for the Lutheran World Relief Van; a  
grocery cart will be in the parking lot on Sunday mornings  
for service and Wednesday evenings for your donation. 
Thank you.  
 

Discussion for the Thank Offering and Christmas TLCW 
meetings will be at a later date.  

 
 

‘We look forward to continuing our wonderful  
traditions in 2021!! 

Stay safe and healthy. 

http://www.tlc-al.org
http://myeoffering.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
Back to school supplies are on now on sale.  We will again 
pack school, personal and baby care kits for Lutheran World 
Relief.  We need the following items for each kit.  
 

School kit supplies:   
 

notebooks 8” x 10-1/2” ruled paper, 70 sheets  
blunt scissors 
rulers (inches and centimeters)  
pencil sharpener 
new pencils with erasers 
ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 
2-1/2” eraser 
box of 24 count crayons 
 

Personal Care Kits 
Bath towels – light to medium weight (approx. 52 x 27)  
                                                      dark colors preferred 
Bath size bars of soap (4 oz) (any brand) 
Wide tooth combs (No picks) 
Nail Clippers 
Toothbrushes 
  
 

Baby Care Kits 
Short or long sleeved gowns or sleepers without feet.   
                                                         (6 to 24 months) 
Tops and pants may be used. (6 to 24 months) 
Baby socks 
Bath size bars of Ivory or other gentle soap (4 oz) 
Receiving Blankets 
Sweaters 
T-shirts – Lightweight Cotton (6 to 24 months) 
Hand towels—dark colors preferred 
 

**Gently used baby clothes may be donated. 
 
 

s/Joan Mattick 



Council President 
 
When I wrote my last newsletter article in June we were all 
hoping the Covid 19 virus would be gone, or at least under con-
trol. Unfortunately, this is not the reality we live in at this time. 
We still need to be doing things to stop the spread, including 
wearing face coverings. Everyone is growing tired of the pan-
demic, but we must stay focused on preventive measures. 
 

   Trinity members are wondering when we will be able to wor-
ship in the sanctuary again. At our July council meeting we re-
viewed and later approved a plan for using the church. This is 
based on CDC guidelines and advice from local health officials. 
At this point in time we have not set a date for starting indoor 
worship services. We will continue to have our outdoor Sunday 
morning parking lot worship. This service, along with our 
Wednesday evening service of hymns and scripture, are availa-
ble on our Facebook page. Pastor Eileen is also offering drive 
through communion on Wednesday evenings at 6:30.  Our ded-
icated group of members who prepare the Wednesday night 
meal/bag lunch at 5:00 continue to provide a valuable service to 
our community. Thank you very much. 
 

   I realize that our social media efforts do not reach all of our 
members. However, we are hoping to have more small group 
gatherings as the situation improves. Please continue to pray 
that one day soon this pandemic will be over. 
 

s/Ron Petersen 



Memorials Given in Loving Memory of... 

Wednesday Night Sack Suppers 
 

Serving time:  5:00 to 5:30 PM 
 

We will provide you with a sack supper.  Please come to the door by 
the parking lot on Washington Avenue. 

 
 
 
 

Undesignated 
Carol Goldman 
   By Karen McGill 
   By Brian and Connie Heavner 
   By MaryAnn Martinson 
   By Clarence and Lavonne Eggers 
   By Richard and Karen Nelson 
   By Raymond Jacobsen 
   By Friends and Family 
   By Dean and Donna Sonnek 
Dorothy Bjerke 
   By John and Cheri Butler 
Memory of Loved Ones 
   By Larry and Karen Lawrence 
Ila Jones (close family friend) 
   By Tom and Jody Nygaard 
Bernard Falksen 
   By Raymond Jacobsen 
Pastor Omar Stuenkel 
   By Eleanor Schou 
Edgar Hansen 
   By Berneta Hansen 
 

Berthelsen Scholarship 
Carol Goldman 
   By Erna Berthelsen 
Pastor Omar Stuenkel 
   By Erna Berthelsen 
 

Youth for Christ 
Carol Goldman 
   By Friends and family 
 

Wednesday Night Supper 
Carol Goldman 
   By Tom and Jody Nygaard 
Pastor Omar Stunkel 
   By Marlene Wright 
 

General Improvements 
Dwayne Fink 
   By Barb Larson 
 

Building Improvements 
Dwayne Fink 
   By Richard and Phyllis Tavis 



“Virtual” Breakfast with the Bishop 
Saturday August 8, 2020 @ 8:00am 
Join us from the comfort of your home via Zoom!   
“Old Leadership for a New Church” 

Bishop Hassanally will be our keynote speaker for our annual 
Breakfast with the Bishop. Together, we'll explore Old Testament 
leaders and the ways their leadership informs ours as we lead the 
church into a new future. There will also be time for a question 
and answer session. 

Rev. Regina Hassanally was elected the fourth bishop of the 
Southeastern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA on June 1, 2019. 
Her term began September 1. In the first eighteen months of her 
term it is Bishop Hassanally's intention to meet for a one on one 
conversation with every active pastor and deacon in her synod. 
These conversations allow her to gain a deeper understanding of 
the pastors and deacons she is called to serve, the congregations 
she has been entrusted to lead, and the work of the Spirit among 
the People of God in the synod. In addition to her initiative to 
meet with all Rostered Ministers she and her staff are striving to 
visit every single one of the 167 congregations, 6 worshiping 
communities and 2 campus ministries of the synod at least once 
in the first 24 months. 

When she is not in the office or in communities and congrega-
tions within the Southeastern Minnesota Synod Bishop Hassanal-
ly is with her family. She and her husband Terrence have four 
sons and their days are filled with games, outdoor play, and day-
time adventures. Before being called as bishop Regina served St. 
Luke Lutheran Church in Goodhue, MN.  

The Zoom Conference Call is being hosted by Kevin Burke, Lu-
theran Men in Mission’s Discipleship Consultant.  You can join 
via video or phone with the info below. Please consider joining a 
few minutes early to ensure you are connected when we begin. 
Thank you!  

 

If questions, contact Lon Buss @ 608 516-7875 
or  lonabuss0406@gmail.com   
 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84476030663 
Call In #:       312 626 6799     Meeting ID: 844 7603 0663 

mailto:lonabuss0406@gmail.com


Sunday, August 2, 2020  - Lectionary 18, Year A 

Genesis 32:22-31  
Jacob receives a blessing from God 
Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21  
You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing. (Ps. 145:16)  
Romans 9:1-5  
The glory of God’s people Israel 
Matthew 14:13-21  
Christ feeding five thousand 

Sunday, August 9, 2020—Lectionary 19, Year A 

Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28  
Joseph sold by his brothers 
Psalm 85:8-13  
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)  
Romans 10:5-15  
Hearing and confessing the word of faith 
Matthew 14:22-33  
Jesus walking on the sea 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 -Lectionary 20, Year A 

Genesis 45:1-15  
Joseph reconciles with his brothers 
Psalm 133  
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1)  
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32  
God’s mercy to all, Jew and Gentile 
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28  
The healing of the Canaanite woman’s daughter 

Sunday, August 23, 2020—Lectionary 21, Year A 

Isaiah 51:1-6  
The enduring foundation of God’s salvation 
Psalm 138  
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever. (Ps. 138:8)  
Romans 12:1-8  
One body in Christ, with gifts that differ 
Matthew 16:13-20  
The profession of Peter’s faith 

Sunday, August 30, 2020—Lectionary 22, Year A 

Jeremiah 15:15-21  
God fortifies the prophet against opposition 
Psalm 26:1-8  
Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you. (Ps. 26:3)  
Romans 12:9-21  
Live in harmony 
Matthew 16:21-28  
The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter 



Trinity’s Mission Statement 
 

We are a fellowship of believers in 
Christ, sustained by God’s Word, 

led by the Holy Spirit and  
committed to  

God’s vision of caring! 
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