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Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

Family Fun at

Wednesday, August 15

$25 per person includes transportation
Leaving from Trinity at 8:00 AM
Back in Albert Lea by 7:00 PM or earlier!
Lunch is extra and on your own OR bring a sack lunch and
you can eat outside the park in the picnic area.
Kids 11 years & younger MUST come with an adult!
You must sign up by Friday, August 10.

ATTENTION ALL 8TH AND 9TH GRADERS AND
THEIR PARENTS!
We will have our informational Confirmation Ministry meeting
on Sunday, August 26th after worship in the Confirmation Center. If you know of a young person who would like to join this
ministry, please let Pastor Eileen know.

Niagara Cave
Saturday, September 15th
Cost:
$12.00 13yrs—Adult
$7.00 4-12years old
(includes transportation)
Meet at the church at 10:30 am.
Bring your own lunch.
Sign-up sheet on the Opportunity Table.

Life & Missions Committee Challenges
the Congregation
We will be collecting food for the Salvation Army food shelf.
There is a grocery shopping cart in the entry of the church. Some
of the items needed are: soup, beans, cereal, macaroni and
cheese, tuna, peanut butter, spaghetti sauce. They are also in
need of personal items like soap, shampoo, Kleenex and paper
towels.
Our goal is to collect 650 pounds of food donations by September
30, 2018. Please help us meet the goal.
The other challenge is to receive enough supplies to pack 60
school kits for the TLCW. The balance of the supplies will be
given to area schools. We have a red wagon in the entry of the
church for these supplies to be put in. The supplies are now on
sale at the local stores and have to be exactly what is on the list.
Our goal is to fill the wagon as many times as possible.
School kit supplies:
notebooks 8” x 10-1/2” ruled paper, 70 sheets, blunt scissors
rulers (inches and centimeters), pencil sharpener
new pencils with erasers, ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
2-1/2” eraser, box of 24 count crayons

Undie Sundays
Sundays, July 29th and August 5th
In addition to helping needy families who are having trouble with back-to-school costs, the children’s underwear that
we donate goes to special needs classes, school social
workers, and after school programs. There will be a basket
in the back of the church where you can drop off your donation on those two Sundays. Thank you for caring!
s/Pat Goldman

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
By Linda Olson and LeAnn Juveland
“How kind he is! How good he is! So merciful, this God of ours!”
Psalms 116: 5
While our holy, all-powerful God has every right to look down on
us, He instead chose to be with us. Every act of Jesus’ ministry
flowed from His compassion for us-from His healing of those who
were suffering, to His confrontations with hypocritical religious
leaders, to His death on the cross. The humble, broken tax collector
in Luke’s parable (Luke 18: 9-18) talks about a deeply contrite
man, overcome by the realization he has sinned against a holy God,
is contrasted with a religious elite whose show-off type prayer
trumpets his moral superiority over everyone around him. By making a show of your righteousness, you can gradually lose your compassion for other sinners like yourself. By doing so, you are putting
a lot of effort into looking like a good Christian and having your
compassion for others drift into pity. Pity distances itself from
others; compassion draws near. Pity comes with its own prideful measuring tape rooted in power of privilege. Biblical compassion, however, is as limitless as God’s perfect love for each
one of us -even those of us who, like the religious elite, mistake
ourselves for a hero.
Upcoming Events
August 5th
Undie Sundays – Chairperson is Pat Goldman
th
August 7
TLCW Board Meeting at 9:30 a.m.
th
August 8
Sewing Day
Everyone is invited to join in on this time of friendship and
workmanship!
th
August 15
Combined Bible Study at 2:00 p.m.
Jacobsen Fellowship Hall.
Ascension Lutheran Church Women’s Guest Night
August 14th at 6:00 p.m.
Program by Joyce Abernathy that speaks about Faith and
Quilting. Joyce sews banners for churches and brings some
along to talk about the themes and Faith. Salad Supper is
provided with a free will offering benefiting the SEMCAC
Women’s shelter

A message from Pastor Eileen
“This Changes Everything”
On June 25, eleven young adults and two adult chaperones
joined me for a trip of a lifetime. We jumped on a bus to go to
Houston to go to the ELCA Youth Gathering where we were told
that “This Changes Everything!”
What an event! What a time!
We stayed at the Houston Marriott Marquis. A hotel so fancy that it didn’t have a free Continental Breakfast. It even had a
lazy river pool shaped like the state of Texas. They do say that
everything is bigger in Texas.
While in Houston, we experienced a lot:
A Houston Astros game
The interactive center: where we learned about issues of Justice and Peace while having fun (Alexi Heavner donated
blood. Jaiden and Josie Venem donated hair.)
Daily Bible study
The Texas heat and humidity
Mass Gathering with almost 31,000 of our brothers and sisters
in Christ worshipping, learning, and praising God together
in the NRG Stadium.
Meeting Lutherans from all over the United States and in our
own neck of the woods here in Minnesota
Painting a home in Houston that needed help. In repairing this
retirees’ home, we would help keep mice out.
The Texas heat and humidity
Sharing Holy Communion with all our Youth Gathering
friends
Building relationships within our church family and with God
Learning that the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2021 will be in
Minneapolis!
“This Changes Everything!” God’s Grace Changes Everything! God’s Hope Changes Everything! God’s Forgiveness
Changes Everything! God’s Love Changes Everything!
Thank you to Jerry Nelson and Heidi Venem for having the
energy and heart to join our fantastic kids. Thank you, Trinity, for
your love and support in helping our young people attend this
wonderful, fulfilling event!
Now…all the kids are ready for their next adventure here
in Albert Lea and next summer! Because Jesus Changes Everything!

Kick off to Summer Debriefing If you missed our Kick off to
Summer Fundraiser, you missed a great time. It is our hope to
make this an annual fundraiser for our summer mission projects. Therefore, we want to figure out what we did good and
what we could improve. Please meet Sunday, August 12th after
worship in Trinity Hall to discuss next year’s event.
Wednesday Ministry We have a wonderful Wednesday ministry going on here at Trinity. What more could we do to reach
out to the community? I have a vision of having our Wednesday nights reach out to our community sharing the love of
God. There’s many ways we could do this: food, educational
opportunities, fellowship, etc. We will be having two Wednesday Ministry Forums, Sunday, August 5 & 19 after worship, to
share your dreams. Please come as we expand this ministry.

Back to school supplies are on now on sale. We will again pack kits
for Lutheran World Relief. We need the following items for each kit.
School kit supplies:
notebooks 8” x 10-1/2” ruled paper, 70 sheets
blunt scissors
rulers (inches and centimeters)
pencil sharpener
new pencils with erasers
ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
2-1/2” eraser
box of 24 count crayons
Personal care kits
Bath towels – light to medium weight (approx. 52 x 27)
dark colors preferred
Bath size bars of soap (4 oz) (any brand)
Wide tooth combs (No picks)
Nail Clippers
Toothbrushes
Baby care kits
Short or long sleeved gowns or sleepers without feet.
(6 to 24 months)
Tops and pants may be used. (6 to 24 months)
Baby socks
Bath size bars of Ivory or other gentle soap (4 oz)
Receiving Blankets
Sweaters
T-shirts – Lightweight Cotton (6 to 24 months)
Hand towels—dark colors preferred
**Gently used baby clothes may be donated.

Faith Formation Committee by Chris Hansen
Greetings Trinity family from the Family Faith Formation
committee.
Summer is winding down and families are talking about the
new school year. We always talk about what school supplies
and clothes will be needed for the upcoming school year.
There is talk about how much student lunch prices have increased. What classes will our students be taking? How will
our children be getting to school?
The one subject I don't hear much discussion about is, "How
do our children take God to school with them?" If our children are not comfortable praying for God to be with them
during the school day, it is our responsibility as parents to
intercede on their behalf and ask God to watch over our children while they attend school. My wife and daughter do not
know this, but every day that I have ever driven my daughter
to school, after she leaves the car, I say a little prayer asking
God to watch over my daughter and keep her safe during the
school day.
Our Bible tells us:
Joshua 1:5
5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of
your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will
never leave you nor forsake you.
One thing I have noticed about the Bible, strong messages
come in simple sentences, as in:
Matthew 28:20
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto
the end of the world. Amen.
This verse doesn't say God is with us and our family
"Sometimes" It says he is with us "Always" till the end of
time. So when you ask God to be with your child at school,
rest assured that he is many steps ahead of you. Your prayer
is reassurance to God that you understand he is in control and
you trust him.

There are many activities coming up in the fall including the
start of FFF/Sunday School classes. Be sure to watch your bulletins on Sunday mornings for times and dates. Also, be sure to
check the opportunity table for signup sheets for upcoming
events.
The FFF committee would like to thank Corky and Trish for
hosting Summer Splash again this year. The past few years at
Edgewater Park were fun but having splash at your home makes
it even more fun and special.
I would like to personally thank each and every one of the volunteers that keep things happening in our church. Some of the
things that we would not have without your help: VBS, Church
garden, Sunday coffee and donuts, FFF Sunday classes, and finally, without volunteers we would not have a Church council
and leadership.
Have a good fall season. Don't forget to take time to relax and
breathe. Then give thanks to God for all he does in your life.
FFF committee
Chris Hansen

Summer Splash! 2018

Life & Missions by Jean Pestorious
Our Summer Months are fast coming to an end, but we still
have more events to join in. On July 12th a group of Trinity
Members enjoyed a hot, humid night at the Albert Lea Laker
Ballgame. The team won 13 to 2 for their 19th win. It was a
good game to watch and cheer on the home team. We are so
happy to have such a good team in our town.
As I write this we are looking forward to a good weekend of
July 20 and July 22 events. The 20th will be the Splash Party at
the Stanley’s and then the 22nd is our volleyball-picnic outing.
Our hope is for this to be a fun weekend at both outings. Our
Sunday Volleyball Game and picnic included games played
and a Hot Dog, Chips, cookies, water, and ice cream bars compliments of Mary Ann Martinson. Thanks to all who participated, helped, and attended these events.
It’s time again for our yearly Food Shelf Collection. We
have a grocery cart and designated boxes to be filled and refilled again and again. This will be during August and September. We have a GOAL OF 650 POUNDS. We have exceeded
our goal every year. Yes, we can do it again. Think in terms
of kid friendly snacks and even personal items like soap, shampoo, Kleenex, paper towels along with food items.
We will have a red wagon in the upper entrance area to be
filled with school supplies. We do this with the TLCW as they
pack specific items in kits. A list of these items are available.
The balance of the school supplies collected and not used for
these kits are given to area Freeborn County Schools for their
students.
On July 26th we are hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive. It
will be set up in Trinity Hall. The blood supply is very short so
all who can give are welcome. The hope is to collect at least
25 pints at each of their collection stops. Thanks to all who
contributed.
On September 9th we as a church will participate in God’s
Work, Our Hands. There will be more information on this.
Don’t forget our Wednesday Night Meals. Good food, good
friends, good conversation. Come and join us.
Our next meeting will be August 2nd at 6:15 P.M.

Flooring for Jacobsen Hall
A committee has been formed to address our flooring issue
in Jacobsen Hall. The flooring there is in need of a face lift,
carpet is not a good idea as we know from what is there.
The committee has found a vinyl plank flooring that looks
like wood but is much more durable. It has texture to it and
is not slippery. We would be putting something on our chair
legs to protect this flooring. We received 2 estimates and
gave our recommendation for the Northwood bid to the
Council, this is where our newer carpet came from. It comes
with a 10 year warranty. With the Council’s approval we are
going with the Northwood bid of $9869.42. We have approximately 1/3 of that amount from designated memorials
for Jacobsen Hall and the remainder of Ione Varenhorst’s
estate, that was okayed by her cousins. The Northwood
company has said we could have this installed before our
Sunday School and Fall activities start. The Council voted
to do this project when we have the funds for it. We are
hopeful that you would consider donating towards the completion of this very well used room. We will have a sample
of the flooring in Jacobsen Hall for a couple weeks so everyone will be able to see what it looks like. We are taking
the old carpet out ourselves to save on costs, also putting in
the baseboards ourselves for the same reason.
Thank you in advance.
Flooring committee, Andrea Jensen, Chair, Steve Olson,
Scott and Ann Goodmanson, Jean Pestorious ex-officio

“Blizzard Meals”
Sunday, September 9 | 11:30 AM | Trinity Hall
Volunteers needed to pack “blizzard meals” for seniors. Blizzard meals are meals that ensure that Meals
on Wheels recipients always have nutritious food
available, even when Minnesota’s weather prevents a
Meals on Wheels delivery.

We will be exploring the “I Am” Statements of Jesus in our
worship. From July 22 through August 26, we will have in worship a Sermon Series on six of Jesus’ “I Am” Statements. This
series is based on six of Jesus’ “I am” sayings. Jesus calls himself the Bread of life, the Light of the world, the Door of the
sheep, the Resurrection and the Life and the true Vine. He identifies himself with the name of God, “I AM.” Jesus is I AM, the
God who saves and sets people free! The Bible texts, music, and
liturgy will all focus around these important
“I Am” Statements.
Sunday, August 5
Theme: I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
not walk in darkness but will have the light of life. John 8:12
Old Testament Lesson…..........................................Isaiah 60:1-3
Epistle Lesson...........................................1 Thessalonians 5:1-5
Gospel Lesson.........................................................John 8:12-16
Sunday, August 12
Theme: I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved
and will go in and out and find pasture. John 10:9
Old Testament Lesson........................................... Isaiah 40:9-11
Epistle Lesson.................................................Hebrews 13:20-21
Gospel Lesson......................................................... John 10:7-11
Sunday, August 19
Theme: I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in
me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me shall never die.
John 11:25-26
Old Testament Lesson............................................. Job 19:23-27
Epistle Lesson..........................................1 Corinthians 15:16-26
Gospel Lesson....................................................... John 11:17-27
Sunday, August 26, 2018
Lectionary 21
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18
Joshua calls all Israel to serve the Lord
Psalm 34:15-22
The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous. (Ps. 34:15)
Ephesians 6:10-20
Put on the armor of God
John 6:56-69
The bread of eternal life

Records from June & July 2018
Average Attendance
June
Sundays: 119
Wednesdays: 19
July
Sundays: 127
Wednesdays: 17
Baptisms
Paisley Nelson-Waalkens
Cooper Cunningham
Funerals
Clair “Terry” Jenson
Forrest “Forrie” Claussen
Wally Fink
Myra Webster

Dear Trinity familyI wish to thank each and every
one of you for coming to my
70th birthday party. I thank
you for the cards, gifts, and
monetary gifts.
You will never know how much each of you mean to
me. Your caring ways this past year have meant the
world to me. I have received so many cards and well
wishes from so many of you.
God bless each and every one of you for coming to
help me celebrate.
Love, Verlaine

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
General Fund
Kenneth Nagel
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson
Elevator Repairs
Terry Jenson
by Florence Gilster
Forrie Claussen
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis
Myra Webster
by Erik & Dorothy Justesen
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis
by Mary Ann Martinson
by Florence Gilster
by Friends & Family
Alan Biedermann
by Florence Gilster
Office Equipment
Forrie Claussen
by Barry & Donna Oliva
Alan Biedermann
by Friends & Family
Wednesday Night Suppers
Terry Jenson
by Gloria Fitzgerald
Forrie Claussen
by Lois Circle
by Friends & Family
Alan Biedermann
by Friends & Family
Wally Fink
by Gloria Fitzgerald
Windows Project
Terry Jenson
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Myra Webster
by Mike & Andrea Jensen

Music Fund
Alan Biedermann
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson
Wally Fink
by Earl & Gayle Neist
Air Conditioners
Terry Jenson
by Marlene Wright
by Tom & Jody Nygaard
Forrie Claussen
by Tom & Jody Nygaard
Merlin Wirkus
by Tom & Jody Nygaard
Kitchen Upgrades
Nita Jenson
by Pat Hanson
Forrie Claussen
by Mary Ann Martinson
by Shorty & Nancy Jensen
by Jean Pestorious
Grace Flowers
by Grace’s Children
Berthelsen Scholarship
Terry Jenson
by Bev Jackson-Cotter
Improvements
Terry Jenson
by Dale & Gloria Jensen
Forrie Claussen
by Dale & Gloria Jensen
Wally Fink
by Marlene Wright

Jacobsen Hall Upgrades
Terry Jenson
by Loren & Elaine Porter
by Jay & Cheryl Enderson
by Jan Drews
by Erna Berthelsen
by Mary Ann Martinson
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis
by Glen & LeAnn Juveland
by Erik & Dorothy Justesen
by Shorty & Nancy Jensen
by Ed & Virginia Plantage
by Earl & Gayle Neist
by Clarence & LaVonne Eggers
by Eleanor Schou
by Barb Larson
by Barry & Donna Oliva
by Friends & Family
Myra Webster
by Jan Drews
Grace Flowers
by Grace’s Children
Alan Biedermann
by Dick & Phyllis Tavis
Wally Fink
by Fern Rockwell
by Jan Drews
by Mike & Andrea Jensen

Undesignated
Nita Jenson
by John & Mary Ann Petersen
by Friends & Family
Forrie Claussen
by Rev. Marcia Hall
by Doris Hansen
by Erik & Dorothy Justesen
by Paul & Nellie Hanson
by John & Mary Ann Petersen
by Friends & Family
Terry Jenson
by Pat Hanson
by John & Mary Ann Petersen
by Friends & Family
Merlin Wirkus
by Friends & Family
Phil Jenson
by John & Mary Ann Petersen
Alan Biedermann
by Friends & Family
Wally Fink
by Lyle Hinz
by Tom & Jody Nygaard

Trinity Hall Chairs
Myra Webster
by Ed & Virginia Plantage

In Honor of Mike & Andrea Jensen’s 40th Anniversary
by Barb Larson
by Friends & Family
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