Trinity Lutheran Church
August 2014 Newsletter
Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays
Holy Communion at all services.

Monday………....9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Tuesday………. 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Wednesday…… 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
Thursday……... 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Friday………….. 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Trinity Fellowship
(This is Trinity’s Senior group
that welcomes everyone.)

Please keep Wednesday, August 27 at
12:00 p.m. open for another fun fellowship
gathering. Watch the bulletin for more
details.

Dear Trinity Members and Friends,
Peaceful greetings
As we are turning our attention to the beginning of
another academic year and the start-up of fall schedules, I want to highlight a truly special Bible Study opportunity. By way of introduction, I will share a definition of Bible
study by David Peterson the editor of The Access Bible translation
published by Oxford University Press.
“Bible study” is the disciplined and active reading of the Bible in order
to gain new understandings about the biblical text or the reader’s own
situation with the ultimate purpose of incorporating these new learnings into the reader’s life and daily living. … This way of thinking includes learning about ancient Israel or early Christianity as well as
coming to a new understanding of one’s own condition.
As a parish pastor – your Pastor – I have the great privilege and opportunity to read and study holy scripture as large part of my regular duties. Providing Bible study opportunities is a highlight of my
week when I get to lead and share in a regular on-going conversation with others who seek a greater understanding of this great book
that we call “The Bible” … the “Word of God.” I enjoy all such opportunities and the one that I have found the most challenging, enriching and rewarding is the Thursday Bible Study Class (9:00-10:30
AM, including a brief coffee and donut break!).
Over the years that I’ve been at Trinity and leading this class, I have
challenged them with more “advanced” ideas and concepts and have
found this faithful group of attendees to be open to this challenge …
and have rewarded me in return with their insights, experiences and
understandings.
This class is currently on our “summer hiatus” … and we will reconvene in September when we will start a new study topic. And
this brings me to my Open Invitation for new and interested participants to be a part of this group.

(continued on next page)

We will be studying the Gospel According to Saint Mark with a special
focus on Saint Mark’s Passion account of Jesus’ last week, including
his crucifixion and, of course, his glorious resurrection. But more
than “just a Bible study,” this class will also include a special emphasis on the meaning of Jesus’ Passion, death and Resurrection for our
faith and daily life. To guide us in this discussion we will be reading
the Gospel as recorded by Saint Mark, of course, and also a most excellent book by the title of The Last Week co-authored by two of our
most revered scholars of the New Testament, Marcus Borg and John
Dominic Crossan.
Classes will begin on Thursday, September 18 at 9:00 AM. Even
though it is still summer and weeks away, I am inviting you now so
that you can note this on your calendar and make your fall schedule
to include enrichment in the reading and study of God’s Word for
your daily living.
Joy & Peace,
s/ Pr. Curtis Zieske

If you would like to receive your monthly
newsletter via email, please call the church
office at 373-2466 or send an email to
tloffice@msn.com.

Undie Sundays
It seems early, but school sales will be starting before we know
it. We will again be collecting underwear for elementary age
boys and girls to be give to the Salvation Army.
Collection Sundays will be August 3 and August 10.

A challenge has been issued….
The Life & Missions Committee has issued a challenge for the
congregation members. The challenge is to fill the grocery cart
in the entry of the church with food for the Salvation Army.
Our goal is to collect 500 pounds of food. A few suggestions
that they are in need of are macaroni & cheese, tuna and personal care items (shampoo, deodorant, soap etc.) Any donations are very much appreciated.
Update: As of July 23 we have donated 125 pounds of food.
To fill the red wagon in the entry of the church with school
supplies for the TLCW school kits. Our goal is to fill the wagon
five times.
Update: As of July 23 we have collected 2 wagon full's of
supplies.
School kit supplies
notebooks 8” x 10-1/2” ruled paper, 70 sheets
blunt tip scissors
rulers (inches and centimeters)
pencil sharpeners
new pencils with erasers
ball point pens (no gel ink)
2-1/2” erasers
crayons—16 or 24 count

Trinity’s Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in Christ, sustained by
God’s Word, led by the Holy Spirit and committed to God’s
vision of caring.

Family Faith Formation Team is in need of
a Sunday School Coordinator for 2014-2015. Interested?
More details available from Annette Hansen or Corky Stanley.

Also needed for 2013-2014: 3rd & 4th grade teacher, 8th &
9th grade teacher

Update from the Family Faith Formation
Coalition
The FFF Coalition (formerly FFF Collaborative) has finished interviewing and have extended a Letter of Agreement to a person, who is
giving the position and agreement prayerful thought.
The FFF Coalition meets every 2-3 weeks for discussion regarding
the position, staffing, three churches’ involvement and collaborative
events.
s/Corky Stanley

Recently several members of our congregation met
to share thoughts and hopes for our Sunday morning Family Faith Formation program at Trinity. An
outcome of this was a comprehensive compilation
of what we want our children to learn during their
Christian Education years and what we believe our
responsibility is to ensure that our children are supported in their faith formation. Included in this
newsletter is a sign-up sheet, this explains some of
the ways that you can help. Every time one of God’s
children is brought to the baptismal font, we commit to supporting
and praying for the newly baptized. How will you fulfill this promise? Please seriously consider you responsibility and return the completed sheet to the church office or place it in the offering plate. Thank
you!
s/Sonya Zieske

Tentative
Family Fun Day is being
planned for August at The Old
Barn Resort in Lanesboro, MN.
Please watch the bulletins for
more information.

Family Faith Formation
Rally Day
Sunday, September 7
That’s the first day of Family Faith Formation Classes.
Worship begins at 9:00 AM.
Registration for classes follows worship.
Please mark your calendar.
Please watch the bulletins for more information
regarding Rally Day.

Men’s Bible Study and Breakfast will resume on
Saturday, September 6.
Please watch the bulletins for more information.

TRINITY LUTHERAN
CHURCH WOMEN
Bev Jackson Cotter and Barb Larson
“She opens her and to the poor, and reaches out
her hands to the needy.” Proverbs 31:20
How fun it was to be treated to the special “Heritage Tea” on June 4.
We wish to thank Ann Goodmanson, Kim Nelson, the Deborah and
Eunice Circles for all of their hard work organizing, baking, and serving
the Tea. The program by Peggy Havener was delightful. The church
women over 80 were honored for their years of service, and the women
under 80 felt honored too. THANK YOU!
It’s time to enjoy shopping for Undies Sundays, August 3 and 10. It’s
fun to pick up the little sizes, but the larger sizes are needed too. We
have learned that in addition to student backpacks for needy families,
the undies are provided to area day cares and special needs classes.
These clothing items are distributed through the local Salvation Army,
and Trinity is the only local church that provides this service. It is
much appreciated.
The second combined Circle meeting for the summer will be held on
Wednesday, August 20th at 2 p.m. at the church. Pastor Zieske will be
doing the Bible Study. We hope to see you there.
We also need to thank Erna Berthelsen for chairing the storage room
clean up and reorganization. It was another one of those “many hands
make for less work” situations, and a much needed project. Thank you,
Erna.
The women of Trinity are invited to Ascension Lutheran Church
for a salad supper at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, August 12. It promises to
be a delicious and inspiring evening with the program by the St.
Andrew Sisters of Austin.
By the time you read this newsletter, Pat Goldman and Bev Jackson Cotter will be back from the Ninth Triennial Gathering in Charlotte,
North Carolina. Both attended the Gathering and Bev participated as a
delegate to the earlier convention.
We shared prayer shawls and gift cards with the conference to be distributed to those in need. These gatherings are always so inspirational.
Please think about attending the Minneapolis event in 2017.
(continued on next page)

Dates to Remember:
Sundays, Aug. 3 & 10
Tuesday, Aug. 12, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 19, 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 20, 2 p.m.

Undies Sundays
Salad Supper at Ascension
Mary Circle, potluck
Combined Circles

If there were no Trinity Lutheran Church Women, who would…
48. …sew quilts for LWR and make donations to cover shipping?
49. …provide the annual Thank You luncheon to the quilters?
50. …encourage the men in the church to get involved in preparations for the Soup & Dessert lunch and supper?
TLCW Board Meeting
Monday, August 4
9:00 AM
Confirmation Center

Notes from Council President
When I was a young child, and for that matter for most of my adult
years, I did not associate fun with church. That has been changing
for me over the last decade.
SUMMER SPLASH: On July 18th, Summer Splash was held at the
Corky and Trish Stanley home and on Fountain Lake. Adults, teens
and children had a lot of fun water skiing, being pulled by a boat
on inflated devices, knee boarding, kayaking, swimming and riding
the pontoon. Summer Splash is designed so that people can come
when they can and leave when they wish. Some played in the afternoon and left. Some came after work to enjoy the picnic, fellowship and a ride around the lake on the pontoon. Some of us stayed
and talked late into the night. A couple of us who were the last to
leave were very surprised when we looked at our watches while
walking to our cars and became aware of how late it was in the
night. We were enjoying ourselves so much that we completely
lost track of time. Thank you to Trish, Corky and Samantha
(continued on next page)

Stanley for opening up your home and hosting Summer Splash again this
year, as you have in years past. Thank you to all who helped, donated
the use of their pontoon, boats and other equipment. When some of us
were thanking Corky, he made a statement of something to the effect
that it takes a lot more than two people to host Summer Splash and that
he is very grateful for the help that congregation members give for this
event.
VOLLEYBALL: On July 20th, we had our annual volleyball games. We
had a turnout enough for two teams and almost that many additional
people who helped and/or watched. There was a wide range of ages
from about the age of two up to in their seventies. Our primary goal is to
have fun and make connections among all ages. The fun and encouragement are much more important than the friendly competition. For those
of us who played, it means a lot to have other members of our congregation family there with us. Our Life and Missions Committee of our Council is awesome. Life and Missions had plenty of cold water drinks, along
with a picnic consisting of hotdogs and chips. The weather was warm
and the sand was very hot on the bare feet, so the players especially enjoyed having water available to drink. Thank you to our Life and Missions Committee and others who helped serve. Oh! This year we had an
especially great treat on the warm day. One of our congregation members who claimed to be the oldest person attending the volleyball games,
gave us ice cream bars. Thank you to this person (I did not get permission to use her name) who added fun by her presence, her conversation
and the gift of the ice cream.
The connections made at the Summer Splash, the volleyball games and
other events of our church make a difference in the lives of our youth
and for those of us who are older. Creating and fostering connections
with all ages in sharing our faith and in our faith growth are important
goals of our Family Faith Formation Team and the Council. Yes! Church
can be fun.
FFF Sign-Up Sheet: Please take the time to study this sheet that was
passed out with the church bulletin. Are there any items on the sheet
that speak to you that you are willing to volunteer for in the Family Faith
Formation Area? Check those items or item that you are willing to do
and turn it in. If none of the items listed speak to you, I ask that you
open your heart in prayer and then see if an item listed or the Holy Spirit
speaks to you.
I pray that we will all grow and mature in our faith and make a positive
influence for others in their faith journey as we work, organize and play
together.
s/ Allan Halvorsen

Life and Missions Committee
We spent the first part of our meeting determining whom to send Thank
You cards to either congregation members or visitors. We think one of
life’s gifts is to bless one another with a heartfelt thank you. Let us all
remember this.
We then finalized our plans for Volleyball Sunday on July 20 following
services. We hope that all our congregation members and guests from
Salem and Ascension had a fun time of volleyball, cheerleading, fellowship, and hot dog lunch.
This time of the year has less emphasis on food/money donations to our
local food shelves, so we have issued a challenge to the congregation. We
have a grocery cart in the entry of the church. Our goal is to collect 500
pounds of food donations by August 31, 2014. Please help us meet the
goal.
Another upcoming event that we need to help the TLCW with is supplies
for school kits. We have a red wagon in the entry of the church for these
supplies to be put in. We are handing out the list of needed supplies each
Sunday. These supplies are now on sale at the local stores and have to be
exactly what is on the list. We like challenges and goals so we picked filling the wagon five times for this project.
We are also working with the ELCA September 7, 2014 “God’s work. Our
hands”. More information on this will be coming.
Our next meeting will be August 5, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. Come join us.
s/Jean Pestorious, Chairman

Family Faith Formation Committee
We discussed a family/congregation activity going to The Barn in Preston/or Como Zoo. August 21st was discussed as a possible date. More
info (sign-up sheet etc.) will be put on the opportunity table by the front
office when plans are set.
We have reserved the week June 14 to 18, 2015 for Vacation Bible School.
We are in search of adult leadership to do a month at a time on Sunday
mornings when FFF classes start up again in the fall. To teach some FFF
classes of their choice once or once a month. We discussed at the June
16th meeting about ordering and organizing FFF classes this fall.
Our next meeting is August 11th at 5:15 in the Sunday School office.
s/Annette Hansen

Worship and Music Committee
Where does the time go? As I write this, summer is about
half over and there are so many things yet to do. We have had a
busy time at Church as predicted, the children from VBS singing
and sharing, procession of flags by our servicemen on patriotic
Sunday. Special parties to start us out and many other fun events
both in Church and out with our Trinity family. I truly hope you
have been able to be a part of at least some of these fun events.
And if you missed Tillie and Millie (from Life and Mission) at
Church a couple Sundays ago, you really missed something. The
subject of hunger in our Community was such a good one to discuss, but also getting our attention in their presentation and of
course the look on Pastor Z’s face was priceless. Our family here
truly comes through for any good cause. In Sept. we will be having a Sunday devoted to the ELCA mission of ‘God’s work, our
hands’. You will hear more on that next month. One other thing I
really need to add is the awesome Gospel singers led by Nancy
Halvorsen, they have just been outstanding this summer. Another nod to both Nancy and Gayle Neist for the duet they sang last
Sunday, so very moving, again Trinity is blessed with so much
talent!
If you haven’t seen the new banners we purchased that is
another reason to come to Worship. Our committee ordered 4
new green banners for the long Pentecost season, which goes
from the Sunday after Pentecost to the first Sunday in Advent.
That is a long time for the same old banners to hang there and
they were very old, dating back to the ’80’s. It was time for new
ones and they are beautiful. So far we have just used 2 but we
will start to rotate them and you will want to see all of them.
I came across one of those wonderful anonymous quotes
that I felt was worth sharing-”Great minds talk about creative
ideas, average minds talk about things and small minds talk
about people” Let’s all strive to have great minds, especially
where our Church is concerned. If you have some of those creative ideas, please come and join us at our next meeting, which is
on Tues. the 12th of Aug. at 5:30PM. We would love to have anyone interested in our Worship service to come.
‘O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love
endures forever’ Psalm 107.1
s/Andrea Jensen, Chair

Finance Committee
* Did you see and hear the enthusiasm of our youth and adults that participated in Vacation Bible School in June?
* Did you see the full grocery cart in the back of the church destined for
the Food Pantry?
* Did you see all of the school supplies in the “Little Red Wagon”?
These are all made possible by your generous gifts of money, donations, and time to Trinity. They influence lives in ways we may never
know.
Our committee is researching the possible installation of the Phonetree
automatic calling system. This would be used to remind church groups of
upcoming events and cancellations by phone and/or e-mail.
Trinity’s total receipts through June were about 41% of our 2014 budget. We are current on our expenses, but are falling short in our benevolence and mission giving.
Many exciting things are being planned for Trinity. Your offerings do
make a difference in people’s lives. Thank you.
s/ Ron Petersen, Trinity Treasurer, Finance Committee Chairperson

2014 CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
President
Secretary

Allan Halvorsen
Andrea Jensen

Family Faith Formation Team
Next Meeting: Tues., Aug. 11, 5:30 pm
Abbey Goskeson .......... 2017
Allan Halvorsen ........... 2016
Annette Hanson ......... 2016
Hannah Kingstrom ...... 2016
Mary Ness .................... 2017
Finance
Next Meeting: Tues., Aug. 5, 4:00 pm
Kim Nelson .................. 2015
* Ron Petersen................. 2017
Chris Skogheim ............ 2016
Life & Missions
Next Meeting: Tues., Aug. 5, 5:30 pm
Corwin Johnson ............ 2017
* Jean Pestorious ............. 2016
Cheyenne Severtson ..... 2017
Verlaine Williams ........ 2015

Vice President Jean Pestorious
Treasurer
Ron Petersen
Premises
Kelly Gleason……….2015
Carla Johnson……….2017
* Bob Yaw…………….2016
Worship & Music
Next Meeting: Tues., Aug. 12, 5:30 pm
Cheryl Enderson……..2015
Gloria Fitzgerald…….2015
* Andrea Jensen……….2015

Note: * indicates
chair of committee

Memorials Given in
Loving Memory of …

In Honor of …

Worship Appointments
Ione Varenhorst
by Mike & Andrea Jensen

BWCA Trip
In Honor of 50th Anniversary of
Richard & Karen Nelson
by Friends & Family

Vallene Knutson
by Mike & Andrea Jensen

Worship Appointments

Large Coffee Maker in Trinity Hall
Ione Varenhorst
by Elizabeth Circle
Elevator Repair
Harlowe Sorenson
by Lois Circle
General Fund
Arnold Helgerson
by Arlo & June Jaspersen
Organ Repair
James Murtaugh
by Alice Dugan

In Honor of 50th Anniversary
of Richard & Karen Nelson
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
In Honor of 50th Anniversary
of John & Mary Ann Petersen
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Chimes Choir
In Honor of Wedding of
Sara Holland & Michael McLane
by Randy & Joan Holland
General Fund
In Honor of 65th Anniversary
of Harriet & Buzz Knudsen
by Friends & Family
In Honor of 65th Anniversary
of Nita & Phil Jensen
by Friends & Family
Kitchen Supplies
In Honor of 50th Anniversary of
Richard & Karen Nelson
by Leverne & Liz Skov

Preparing for Worship
2nd Reading

Gospel

Romans 9.
1-5

Matthew 14.
13-21

Romans 10.
5-15

Matthew 14.
22-33

Romans 11.
1-2a; 29-32

Matthew 15.
[10-20];21-28

Psalm 138
8

Romans 12.
1-8

Matthew 16.
13-20

Time after Pentecost—Lectionary 22
August 31 Jeremiah 15.
Psalm 26.

Romans 12..

Matthew 16.

Date

1st Reading

Psalm

Time after Penecost-Lectionary 18

August 3 Isaiah 55.1-5

Psalm 145.
8-9; 14-21

Time after Penecost-Lectionary 19

August 10 1 Kings 19.
9-18

Psalm 85.
8-13

Time after Penecost-Lectionary 20

August 17 Isaiah 56:1
6-8

Psalm 67.
3

Time after Penecost-Lectionary 21

August 24 Isaiah 51.
1-6

From the June and July Records
Average Worship Attendance
June
Sundays, 118
Wednesdays, 16
July
Sundays, 108
Wednesdays, 21
Babies born
Roy Haven and Izabella Rose Himle, twins of Chris & Misty Himle
Baptism
Abigail Julsrud
Funerals
Todd Johnson
Arnold Helgerson
Those known to be hospitalized
Lester Gleason
Wedding
Jamie Bolinger & Levi Bachtle
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Sunday
27

Monday
28

TLCW serves coffee at St.
John's
9:00 AM Worship Service
with Holy Communion
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

Tuesday

Wednesday

29

30

5:00 PM TOPS

5:30 PM Worship
Service with Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Gospel
Singers

Thursday
31

1

Saturday
2

10:30 AM
Communion at
Thornecrest

3

4

5

6

Undie Sunday
9:00 AM Worship Service
with Holy Communion
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

9:00 AM TLCW
Board Meeting

4:00 PM Finance
Committee Meeting
5:30 PM Life &
Missions
Committee Meeting
5:30 PM Worship &
Music Committee
Meeting

1:00 PM
Communion at
Good Samaritan
done by area
Lutheran ministers
5:30 PM Worship
Service with Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Gospel
Singers

10

11

12

13

Undie Sunday
9:00 AM Worship Service
with Holy Communion
10:00 AM Coffee Hour
6:00 PM REACT Meeting

5:15 PM Family
5:30 PM Worship & 9:00 AM Sewing
Faith Formation
Music Committee
Day
Committee Meeting Meeting
9:00 AM Staff
Meeting
5:30 PM Worship
Service with Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Gospel
Singers

7:00 PM Council

7

8

9

14

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

9:00 AM Staff
Meeting
5:30 PM Worship
Service with Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Gospel
Singers

1:30 PM
Communion at St.
John's Lutheran
Home

2

3

4

5

6

4:00 PM Finance
Committee Meeting
5:30 PM Life &
Missions
Committee Meeting
5:30 PM Worship &
Music Committee
Meeting

9:00 AM Staff
Meeting
1:00 PM
Communion at
Good Samaritan
done by area
Lutheran ministers
5:30 PM Worship
Service with Holy
Communion

10:30 AM
Communion at
Thornecrest

Jennifer Moen &
Anthony Tobers
Wedding
7:00 AM Men's
Breakfast and Bible
Sharing Time for all
Trinity men (all
ages) and friends

19

9:00 AM Worship Service
with Holy Communion
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

20
9:00 AM Staff
Meeting
5:30 PM Worship
Service with Holy
Communion
6:30 PM Gospel
Singers

24

25

9:00 AM Worship Service
with Holy Communion
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

5:15 PM Family
Faith Formation
Committee Meeting

31

1

9:00 AM Worship Service
with Holy Communion
10:00 AM Coffee Hour

Friday

26

Service Ministers
Ushers To help, call Randy Holland, 373-6775.
Wally Fink
Bob Hamsund
Marlin Herfendal
Dale Jensen

Mark Jensen
Mike Jensen
Paul Johnson
Tony Segura

Altar Guild To help, call Carla Johnson, 383-6735.
LaVonne Eggers

Joan Mattick

Flower Committee To help, call Donna Oliva, 377-1368, or Joyce Hoium 373-4196.
August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

Marlin & Sharon Herfendal
Adeline Biedermann
Barb Larson
Bob & Pat Goldman
John & MaryAnn Petersen

Communion Assistants To help, call Cheryl Enderson, 373-4828.
August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

Jean Pestorious, Verlaine Williams, Allan Halvorsen
Nancy & Shorty Jensen, Virginia Plantage
Clarence & Lavonne Eggers, Annabell Christenson
Barry & Donna Oliva, Erna Berthelsen
Cheryl Enderson, Annabell Christenson, Annette Hansen

Greeters To help, call Shirley Kallberg, 373-1250.
August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

Ralph & Elenor Wangen, Bill & Mary Bartholmy
Don & Eleanor Schou, Mary Ness, Sondra & Alysia
Jean Pestorious and Marlin & Sharon Herfendal
Dorothy & Harry Larkin, Myon & Marlis Jensen
MaChar Kingstrom & Hanna, Cathy Bock & Annabel Christenson

Acolytes To help, call Kelly Gleason, 369-3467.
August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

Jaiden Venem, Josie Venem, Jacob Wyant
Acolytes Needed
Bailey Vinge, Lily Vinge
Kaitlyn Anderson, Gavin Lawrence
Shelly Bush, Kaitlyn Hansen

Nursery To help, call Mary Roozenboom, 377-1374, or Laurie Hovendick, 256-7649.
August 3
August 10
August 17
August 24
August 31

Jennifer Nelson & Mya Lembke
Julie Jensen, Todd Heavner
Sheila Jensen, Donna Oliva
Andrea Jensen, Mary Roozenboom
Laurie Hovendick

Drivers To help, call the church office, 373-2466.
August 3
August 10
August 24
August 31

Del & Sue Johnson, 377-0815
Nathan Johnson, 256-4634
Cliff Wuerflein, 383-0720
Driver Needed

