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Worship Services
9:00 AM, Sundays
5:30 PM, Wednesdays

Faith Mile Stone #4, “”Bible 101
For:

Parents and 3rd and 4th Graders

Dates:

Wednesdays, April 8, 15, 22 and 29th
Celebration Class on Wed., May 13

Time:

5:30 PM, Dinner will be provided

Where: Trinity Hall
What:

This class fulfills the baptismal promise made by families to
place into the hands of their children the Holy Scriptures.
MaChar Kingstrom will teach this class.

Thank you to Aliyah Verness, Adison
Malakowsky, Taysha Sternhagen,
Emily Benson, Noah Habana and Brad
Heavner for escorting the residents at St.
John’s Lutheran Community to Chapel
services on Sunday March 8.
s/Greg Andersen and Ron Petersen
The Scholarship Committee would like to announce that
we are currently accepting scholarship applications for the
2015-2016 school year. There are scholarships available
for traditional and non-traditional students. Letters have
gone out to Trinity’s current graduating seniors, so be on
the lookout for those. The due date for all applications
is April 1st, 2015. You may also get one from the church
office.
If you have any other questions feel free to contact the 2015-2016
scholarship committee.
2015-2016 Scholarship Committee
Jenny Habana, Chair, Kim Nelson, Corky Stanley, Verlaine Williams

Friday, May 1st to Sunday, May 3rd
For students in Grades 4 to 6
Leave Friday, May 1st at 5:00 PM from Trinity. Return on Sunday,
May 3rd at approximately 3:00 PM.
Cost is $35.00 per student.
Camperships are available if needed. Please see Annette Hansen.
Sign up deadline is Sunday, April 5.

Save the Date

Monday, June 15 to Thursday, June 18, 2015
Please watch bulletins for more information.

Please join us in welcoming
Pastor Gary Harris and his wife
Lynda.
A welcome reception will be in
Trinity Hall following the
Worship service on Sunday, April 12.

Thank you coffee for Pastor Todd
Walsh and Pastor Ken Jensen for all
their assistance during Trinity’s
transition time.
Sunday, April 19 following the Worship
service in Trinity Hall.

Trinity Lutheran Mission Statement
We are a fellowship of believers in
Christ, sustained by God’s Word, led
by the Holy Spirit and committed to
God’s vision of caring.

2015 Congregational Council
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Allan Halvorsen
Jean Pestorious
Andrea Jensen
Ron Petersen

Family Faith Formation Team Premises
Allan Halvorsen
2016
Annette Hansen
2016
Corwin Johnson
2017
Mary Ness
2017
*Corky Stanley (committee)

Finance
Todd Heavner
*Ron Petersen
Chris Skogheim

Life & Missions
Linda Bergland
Darcy Nielsen
*Jean Pestorious
Verlaine Williams

2018
2017
2016
2018
2017
2016
2018

Carla Johnson
Corky Stanley
Bob Yaw

Worship & Music
Gloria Fitzgerald
Kelly Gleason
*Andrea Jensen

2017
2016
2016
2018
2018
2016

*indicates chair of committee

Mission Interpreter is a role established by the SE MN Synod & ELCA to share
the many ministries of the synod and denomination – from those levels with the
congregation and about Trinity’s mission activities with the larger church.
How do our congregation’s offerings do God’s work through our ELCA in the
world?
What is our congregation doing that should be shared with the Synod – perhaps
like our long standing relationship with MN Adult & Teen Challenge? What
would our members want to know about the ELCA? How is God making a difference through the ministries of Trinity?
A few months ago we had the opportunity to hear a young lady, from our area,
share about her experiences serving a year with the Young Adults in Global
Mission program (YAGM). The May Synod Conference will receive an offering
to benefit Channel One (food shelves supplier) and a local food shelf. The ELCA
Malaria campaign will be highlighted in April. Information about these varying
topics will be shared in upcoming monthly newsletters and Sunday bulletins.
s/Darryl Meyer

Sewing Day
Wednesday, March 11, 2015

Front Row from left: Fern Rockwell, Virginia Plantage, Keiko Smith,
Marlene Wright, Gloria Fitzgerald, Phyllis Anderson, Marge Wobschall
Back Row from left: Pat Hanson, Joan Mattick, Adeline Biedermann,
Donna Sonnek, Marion Schroeder, Mary Roozenboom and Sue Hanson.
Missing: Jo Meyer
Sewing Day is the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 9:00 AM
except for December.
Please come and join us!
If you do not know how to sew, we will show you how to cut squares or do
tying.

TLCW Board Meeting
Monday, April 6th, 2015
9:00 AM
Confirmation Center

Palm Sunday—March 29
9:00 AM Worship Service with Holy Communion
We will gather in Jacobsen Fellowship Hall for the blessing
of the palms. The palm procession will lead us to the
worship area.
Palm Sunday Brunch
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM in Trinity Hall

Maundy Thursday—April 2
Worship at 5:30 PM
Soup & Sandwiches to follow
Good Friday, April 3
Worship with Holy Communion at 5:30 PM
“Tenebrae” (Service of Darkness)

No soup and sandwiches

Easter—April 4
Worship at 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM
9:00 AM to 10:00 AM — Easter Sunday sweet rolls, coffee & juice
9:15 AM — Annual Easter Egg Hunt for children and their families.
It will begin in Trinity Hall.

Dartball
If you remember the last article in the newsletter, the team had one more
night remaining in league play against Emmons. Win and we are in, lose
and we serve the banquet. We scored 22 runs that evening and beat Emmons all three games. That put us in sole possession of 6th place and in
the playoffs the night of the banquet. We came on strong in the end, winning 11 of our final 12 games to put us at 20 wins and 16 losses for the
season. As for batting averages, we had 5 players above .400, one
above .500, and 2 above .600. Two of our players received awards for top
10 batting average in the league.
At the banquet hosted by Salem Lutheran, we had a meal of roast pork,
roast beef, potato, green beans, and of course cake. After the business
meeting and awards, the hat was passed for donations to the food shelf/
Salvation Army. Over $400.00 was collected along with $1600.00 from
league play. All this was donated like we do every year.
Then the tables were taken down and the dart boards were set up, time for
the single elimination tournament to begin. We played Conger Bear Lake in
our first game. Things did not turn out as planned, and we lost our first
game 7—4. So we were out. Ascension won the tourney that night, but a
good time was had by all.
Players on the Trinity team this year are: Scott Stolaas, Clarence Eggers,
Jerome Wuerflein, Darryl Meyer, Bruce Stolaas, Doug Ruble, Ralph
Wangen, Matt Cheever, Alex Colvin, Dick Mucha, Tyler Enderson, Riley
Ruble, Grady Ruble, Glen Juveland, (treasurer) and Steve Olson. (captain)
We had another fun season. Much of the team gets
together every Sunday afternoon in Trinity Hall for
practice/coffee/cookies/smart talk. I sometimes enjoy the Sunday afternoon time more than game
night. Dartball is a fine example of good Christian
fellowship, and we plan to be back again next
season to represent Trinity in dartball league.
s/Steve Olson, captain

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
by Bev Jackson Cotter and Barb Larson
“She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy.”
Proverbs 31:20
Spring is on the way, and with it comes the time to get out your calendar and mark
some special upcoming TLCW events.
First of all, on Wednesday, April 1 the annual Salad Luncheon will be held at
noon in Trinity Hall. The event is hosted by Eunice Circle. All Trinity women are
invited and asked to bring a friend and a salad to share. Women from twenty-three
area churches have also been invited and last year more than fifty guests joined
us. We are looking forward to a special program by Tim O’Shields of First Lutheran Church and special time of sharing and fellowship.
Then on Saturday, April 11 the annual Blue Earth River Conference spring
event will be held at Trinity. Meetings have been held, plans have been made,
music has been selected, speakers and display groups have been contacted, and
morning coffee has been arranged with our co-host, Oakland Lutheran Church.
Registration ($5) and coffee will begin at 8:00 a.m with the business meeting, officer installation and service starting at 9:00. The theme this year is “Our Hands –
God’s Work Within the Community,” and the program will be provided by Karen
Doering of Channel One. Temple talks will include the Backpack Program, Campus Ministries, and a Triennial Report. It promises to be an interesting and inspiring morning. Please join us.
Then on Tuesday and Wednesday, April 14 and 15, the TLCW will hold its “No
Bake Sale.” Your donation may be brought to your Circle meeting or mailed to
your Circle chair. This is a great way to share our blessings – a special happening
with lots of good will and no calories.
Dates to Remember:
Wed. April 1, noon………..Salad Luncheon
Tues. April 7, 4 p.m……….Bible Study Leaders Meeting
Wed. April 8, 9 a.m……….Sewing Day
Sat. April 11, 8 a.m………..BERC Conference
Tues. April 14, 1:30 p.m….Mary Circle
Wed. April 15, 9:30 a.m…..Deborah & Elizabeth Circles
Wed. April 15, 2 p.m……...Eunice & Lois Circles

If there were no Trinity Lutheran Church Women…
21. Who would attend the triennial gathering?
22. Who would organize Undies Sundays?
23. Who would peel potatoes and make lefse?

Church Council Reports
Note from the Council President
INTERIM PASTOR: On Sunday, March 15, 2015, I made an announcement
to the congregation that we had an oral agreement for an interim pastor. On
March 18 and 19, the Letter of Agreement for Interim Pastoral Ministry was
signed by the president and secretary of the council and by Pastor Gary A.
Harris. The interim pastor is expected to start at Trinity approximately April
12th. We do not know how long we will have an interim pastor. I understand
that it is typically 6 months to 18 months. During the interim period, it is expected that the congregation participate in a study process to determine what
our congregation’s needs are and where the congregation would like to see
our church be in ten years (goals). This study is done prior to the call committee looking for a new pastor. It will be an opportunity for all members to be
heard, possibly in smaller groups than the whole congregation at one time. It
will also be an opportunity for us a congregation to experience different things
and a different pastor, the interim.
Pastor Gary A. Harris was born and raised in Northeastern Nebraska with the
heritage of a farm kid. He graduated from Dana College in Blair, Nebraska.
He worked in the corporate world with Procter & Gamble for about 22 years.
He began in sales and marketing and moved into special projects focused on
development of brands, concepts and people, both U.S. and globally. He
was owner and president of a Steakhouse and Lounge for approximately 5
years. He also has experience with agribusiness. During these careers, he
felt a calling to be a pastor.
Pastor Harris earned his Masters of Divinity from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in
Columbus, Ohio with specialized study in mission and outreach. During his
senior year, worked as a Mission Developer for both development of new
congregations and re-development of existing ones. He has experience in
large and small congregations. In one community, Pastor Harris was engaged with the task of unifying the community in mission and ministry for a
relatively new congregation built as 3 congregations closed and came
together, with 2 more churches joining later. He has served as transitional
interim and is presently completing an interim time at Messiah Lutheran in
Grand Island, Nebraska, as they have a new called pastor. One of the many
things that stood out for us when interviewing with Pastor Harris is that he
places a very high priority of being with the people. In his words, “I am known
for being found at the well”.
(Continued on the next page)

Council President article continued

You may wonder, why we are getting an interim from so far away. We
have been told that our SE MN Synod has around 23 churches with interim
needs because of pastor retirements. Our Synod is reaching out to other
Synods for interims. We will be looking for a rental home for Pastor Harris
and his wife, Lynda to live. They plan to keep their home in South Sioux
City, Nebraska. Keep in mind that this is a temporary position. Pastor Harris’ usual practice is to drive back to his home on Thursday night and drive
back to the interim parish on Saturday night. When funerals and weddings
come up, he would vary his days off.
I ask that you pray for Pastor Harris and his wife, Lynda, and that you welcome them. Please keep an open mind, as part of the Interim position is to
challenge us, and prepare us for a new pastor. We will need to be flexible.
s/ Allan

L. Halvorsen

Worship and Music
First off, this committee needs to say “Thank-you” once again to the wonderful people in this Congregation who say ‘Yes’ when asked. To the wonderful people who agreed to share a reflection or devotional with us on our
Wed. Lenten trek, you have been the best. Ron, Kim, Darryl and Lance so
far, your messages have been truly inspiring and thoughtful. This service
has gotten so many good comments and being able to add the Lord’s Supper has added even more. Thanks to Pastor Todd for being on board for
that.
As you know, we are in a time of transition and we are on a journey together. It is going to be a time for trying new (or perhaps old) things and see
how it goes. One thing I do want to say is that we welcome all comments,
good, bad or indifferent, but we don’t appreciate unsigned notes, because
as a very wise man once told me, unsigned messages aren’t worth the paper they are written on. So again feel free to contact any one of us, we are
always open to new ideas, old ideas or whatever you think might be worth
trying to enhance our Worship experience.
(Continued on the next page)

Worship and Music article continued

With an Interim pastor here soon things will be different, change is always hard whether we were happy with the way things were or not.
Change is not a bad thing at all, we need to change to go forward and
that is the direction this Congregation is headed. Something that was
brought up in our last meeting from someone in the Congregation was
having a Praise service once a month. Nancy is totally on board with
this and so are we; starting very soon we will implement this and see
how that goes. We on this committee are excited to work with a new
pastor and see what ideas he wants to offer, having met Pastor Harris
already, I know people will be pleased with him. Such a very sociable
person, not at a loss for words at all. He loves to be out with people
and find out what is happening with you. He will be with us after Easter,
so until then we are Blessed to have Pastor Todd leading us.
On to Holy Week and Easter, the times are in this newsletter so I won’t
repeat them, but on Sat. the 4th this committee will be setting out the
flowers at noon to decorate the Altar. The new Easter banners will be
put up then also. Nothing will be changing except we will not be having
the Sat. evening Easter Vigil service that we have had in the past. I
have to say, I for one will miss it terribly as Mike and I loved that service, but things change and we must change with them.
Our next meeting is Tues. the 31st of Mar. @ 5:30; feel free to join us in
the Sunday School office. We would love to hear your comments.
‘Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth” Psalm 96.1

s/Andrea Jensen, Chairperson

Loaves & Fishes Crew
Life & Missions Committee
organized cooks and
servers for February’s
Loaves & Fishes.

Family Faith Formation
The Search, an Apology & Information
A friend gave me a copy of a blog that she thought may be of interest to me.
I am sharing it with you in hopes that you will find some value in the words
while we look for pastoral answers.
When churches want a Pastor who can “Bring in Young Families”.
The thought process;
If we don’t bring in young families we won’t regenerate.
Young families are energizing to have around.
Young members can do the work.
Young members are not on fixed incomes, we need their offerings.
Young families stir up past memories.
Are people targets? This feels manipulative.
The TRUTHS:
Church is about feeding souls and sharing authentic community. We
nurture each other.
Young families are great, old families are great, child-free couples are
great and even single people are great.
Children are not props, they are not here to entertain us.
The days are gone when young families are present in church every
Sunday. We need to look at shifting congregational culture. We will
need to allow/encourage messiness; noses will run, squirming will
ensue, there will be running and NOISE.
We need to minimize the unnecessary, make it easy to participate and
help when people are struggling.
Imagine every church wanting a Pastor who can “Bring Broken People
Together”.
We need to call a Pastor who knows how to shift congregational culture.
Context Author - Jan Edmiston
By the time you read this hopefully we will have addressed the lack of leadership for the Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study. During this transitional time
somethings will fall through the cracks but we will move forward with positive
communication and understanding. We will not only endure but come out the
other side as a congregation with even stronger fellowship.
(Continued on the next page)

Family Faith Formation article continued

Here are some dates that will be of interest to you:
Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Sunday between services. Starting point
will be in Trinity Hall; sweet rolls, juice and coffee will be available.
Faith Mile Stone #4 Bible 101 – for 3rd and 4th grade children and their
parents, grandparents and/or caregiver. This class fulfills the baptismal
promise made by families to place into the hands of their children the Holy
Scriptures. 5-Wednesdays: April 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th and a celebration class
on May 13th. 5:30 in Trinity Hall, dinner will be provided.
Last day of Faith Formation classes (Sunday School) will be May 17.
Vacation Bible School will be June 15-18. VBS will be a collaborative
event with Ascension, East Freeborn and Salem churches. If you have any
questions you may contact Annette Hansen who will be Trinity’s coordinator.
See you in church!!!!!!!!!!!!
God Bless,
s/ Corky Stanley

Finance
The 8th and 9th grade confirmation classes will be emphasizing the annual
Malaria Awareness week in April. They will be collecting a love offering after
one of our Sunday services. There is also an exciting project moving
forward to develop a children’s library. Watch for more details.
Even though Trinity is going through a major transition and self-study phase,
please do not forget that our expenses and benevolence gifts do not
decrease or disappear. We still have bills and staff salaries that to be taken
care of. Your continued giving, as well as your volunteer hours and leadership abilities are needed now, more than ever. Thank you.
Blessings,
s/Ron Petersen, Treasurer

Life & Missions Committee Report

s/Jean

Pestorious, Chairperson

Dear Trinity Congregation and Friends,
Peaceful greetings.
Sonya and I want to thank you for your very kind, thoughtful and generous
“Retirement Sunday Send-off” of this past month. It was a grand day of a
gathering of friends and family, worship with great singing and special music, and a reception and program that pulled together wonderful memories
and experiences of the congregations I have served over these past 42+
years; and especially these past years of service at Trinity. Many people –
individuals, groups, committees, and all who attended and/or sent cards,
notes and letters -- had a part in making this day so special. I am truly
grateful for all who contributed to this day. To say that I am overwhelmed
with such an outpouring of thanks and gratitude is an understatement. And
for me to respond with a simple “thank you” seems an inadequate expression of the depth of my love and regard for you, but I know not what else to
say. I am left breathless and speechless!
I have genuinely enjoyed my 12+ years of serving as your Pastor, just one
in the long line of those who have served in the lustrous story of this historic
138 year old Danish congregation! As I reflect on my small part, I am humbled by your words of thanks, good wishes, and expressions of love and
support. Please know that these same sentiments are in my heart for you.
It is never an easy decision to know just when the right time is to take leave
of a congregation. Pastorally, the right time is not in the midst of huge congregational issues such as a building or renovation program, issues of inner
turmoil, initiating new programs, or staff turnover. Fortunately, Trinity is in a
good place of spiritual stability – inner peace, strong internal leadership,
and a prevailing spirit of love and goodwill. This, of course, pleases a Pastor’s heart. It just ‘feels right” that this is the time for me to make my exit so
that Trinity can open its next chapter of ministry and service with new leadership.
For me, the next chapter is retirement. At this time, I have no idea what
that means, though I do know that I cannot do nothing. As a parish Pastor
for the past 42 years I have learned the meaning of the word “patience” and
what it means to “wait on the Lord.” As one chapter closes another will
open. I look forward with eager anticipation as to what that chapter might
be.
For our time together, Sonya and our whole family joins me in saying,
“thank you!”
Thank you for it all!
I count it all joy!
With sincere love, regard and affection, Pr. Curtis Zieske

Memorials Given in Loving Memory of...
Worship Appointments
JoAnn Golbuff
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Dr. Terry Judd
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Buzz Knudsen
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Dolores Stovern
by Mike & Andrea Jensen
Van Fund
Gladys Sigurdson
by Friends & Family
Improvements Fund
In Honor of Pastor Zieske’s
Retirement
by Barb Larson
by Marlin & Sharon Herfendal
Gladys Sigurdson
by Charlotte Vinge
Marge Neve
by Joan Mattick
ELCA World Hunger
Marge Neve
by Don & Eleanor Schou

Bulletins
Richard Mattick,
and Parents, Harold & Dora Fink
by Joan Mattick
Parents, Harold & Dora Fink
by Wally & Sue Fink
Music
Marge Neve
by Dick & Lorraine Anderson
Resource Center Chairs
JoAnn Golbuff
by Ron Petersen
Buzz Knudsen
by Ron Petersen
Clarence & Delona Petersen
by Ron Petersen
Youth Fund
Buzz Knudsen
by Friends & Family
General Fund
Marge Neve
by Alice Dugan

Josephine Johnson’s Mother
by Marlene Wright

Elevator Repairs
In Honor of Pastor Zieske’s
Retirement
by Alice Dugan

Organ Repairs
Buzz Knudsen
by Joe & Marcia Sczublewski

Undesignated
Josephine Johnson’s Mother
by Leverne & Liz Skov

Brian Knudsen
by Joe & Marcia Sczublewski

From the March Records
Average Worship Attendance
Lenten Wednesdays 90
Sundays 126
Births
Greyson Ray Buchli son of Brandy Wirttjes and Nathen Buchli.
Emma Victoria Schember daughter of Cam & Dayna Schember
Deaths
Evelyn Cornick (February)
Those known to be hospitalized
Jill Doppelhammer

Preparing for Worship
Date

1st Reading

2nd Reading

Gospel

Psalm 118
1-2, 14-24

1 Corinthians 15
1-11

Mark 16
1-8

Psalm 133

1 John 1
1-2.2

John 20
19-31

Psalm 4

1 John 3
1-7

Luke 24
36b-48

Psalm 23

1 John 3

John 10

Psalm

Resurrection of Our Lord—Easter Day

April 5

Acts 10
34-43

Second Sunday of Easter

April 12

Acts 4
32-35

Third Sunday of Easter

April 19

Acts 3
12-19

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 26
Acts 4
5-12

16-24

11-18
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Service Ministers
Ushers
Bob Hamsund
Marlin Herfendal
Dale Jensen

Mark Jensen
Mike Jensen
Paul Johnson

Tom Lawrence
Gavin Lawrence

Altar Guild To help, call Carla Johnson, 383-7635.
Barb Springborg

Joyce Hoium

Flower Committee To help, call Donna Oliva, 377-1368, or Joyce Hoium 373-4196.
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

Easter
Bev Jackson-Cotter
Florence Gilster and Cheryl Enderson
Adeline Biedermann

Communion Assistants To help, call Gloria Fitzgerald, 373-3580.
April 5

Easter Sunday
(8:00 AM) Allan Halvorsen, Jean Pestorious, Verlaine Williams
(10:00 AM) Doris Hansen, Sharyn Swensrud, Phyllis Tavis
April 12 Darryl Meyer, Jo Meyer, Andrea Jensen
April 19 Corky Stanley, Joan Mattick, Myron Jensen
April 26 Corky Stanley, Gary Jacobsen, Katie Jacobsen
Maundy Thursday, April 2,5:30 PM - Andrea Jensen, Gloria Fitzgerald, Virginia Plantage
Good Friday, April 3, 5:30 PM - Andrea Jensen, Gloria Fitzgerald, Ron Petersen

Greeters To help, call Shirley Kallberg, 373-1250.
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

Easter Sunday
(8:00 AM) Jerry Schwemmler & Hannah, Pat & Bob Goldman
(10:00 AM) Clarence & Lavonne Eggers, Deb Lawrence
Verlaine Williams, Glen & LeAnn Juveland
Steve & Linda Olson, Ralph & Elli Wangen
Marlin & Sharon Herfendal, Kathy Bock and Annabell Christenson

Acolytes To help, call Kelly Gleason, 369-3467.
April 5

Easter Sunday
(8:00 AM) Carissa Nelson, Shelley Bush, Alexi Heavner
(10:00 AM) Lily Vinge, Bailey Vinge, Kaitlyn Hansen
April 12 Jaiden Venem, Josie Venem, Aliyah Verness
April 19 Evan Kallberg, Brandon Colby, Gavin Lawrence
April 26 Carissa Nelson, Bailey Vinge, Lily Vinge
Maundy Thursday, April 2,5:30 PM – Kaitlyn Hansen, Shelley Bush, Sydney Nelson
Good Friday, April 3, 5:30 PM - Jacob Wyant, Anthony Cully, Gavin Lawrence

Nursery To help, call Mary Roozenboom, 377-1374, or Laurie Hovendick, 256-7649.
April 5
April 12
April 19
April 26

Easter Sunday
(8:00 AM) Heather Johnson
(10:00 AM) Valerie Taylor
Patti Yaw, Alexi Heavner
Patti Yaw
Heather Johnson, Aliyah Verness

Drivers To help, call the church office, 373-2466.
April 12
April 19
April 26

Volunteer Needed
Nathan Johnson, 256-4634
Volunteer Needed

